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INTRODrcnON. 





ttlmtimg the circmmutmmtes rf tke$e evemtfmi t a w 
fmgm$j the Writer has nm^d «^fm^ ^MjT 
ifiiiaw M thepoSey ^ Grtmt Britmm im the mid 
^rded f tkt Pemimsmlm, amd the mmmtr m 
which thmt md has heem appSed. Thtse /M^ffS 
wHl he/aamd to camtaia, simpfy^ a sobHer^s j€mr^ 
mai of the operatioms he has witnessed^ ^ tht 
oiorches he has perfbnaed^ interspersed Wfkh to* 
etukmal remorses en the mmnen tmd customs^ 
and the heal scenery of cowdries, which Jr&m ' 
Mr dimities of travelling are less known than 
the rest of the continefd. He is aware that 
many of his observations wUl not have even ihe 
recommendation of novelty^ bat where he may 
appear diffuse in his description of subjects not 
of a military nature, he relies on the indu^ence 
of his readers. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The marches of the army have only been gene-' 
rally touched upouj the Writer confining himself 
principally to the route of the \st division^ and 
sometimes only to that of the battalion in which 
he served; but he has not omitted to detail occa^ 
sionally^ the movements of the whole ^ where he 
has had an opportunity of doing so with accuracy* 

In a narrative of this nature, the Writer has 
denied himself the gratification of expatiating 
upon the well known gallantry of British troops^ 
and the skill and military talents of the leaders 
under whom they fought. Their merits wUl be best 
appreciated in the hearts of a grateful country ; 
and the historian when recording in his brightest 
page the Battle of Talavera, will not fail 
to transmit to an admiring posterity^ a faithful 
detail of the splended atchievements and deeds of 
noble prowess displayed by the warriors of Britain 
throughout every trying hour of thai memorable 
day/ 
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LETTER I. 

Tbe Expedition sails from Portsmouth. — Separated in a 
Gale of Wind; reassembles at Cork. — Refused Permis- 
sion to disembark at Cadiz. — ^Arrival in the Tagus. 

On Board the Queen Transport, 

Of Lisbon, March 1 2, 1 8 0^ 

1 HE Expedition embarked at Spithead, 
under the orders of Major-General Sherbrooke, 
which had been detained for some days by » 
contrary winds, sailed per signal in a fresh 
gale at N.E. about noon, on Sunday, the 
15th of January, 1809, under the protection 
of the Niobe frigate and Isis 6f 50 guns. — 
At 4 P. M. the fleet anchored for the night in 
Cowes Roads ; and at day-break on the fol- 
lowing morning, weighed and stood through 
the Needles with a leading wind.— The mas* 
ters of the transports 3nt on board the 
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Niobc for instructions at noon ; when they 
were informed, that the object of the expedi- 
tion being of the greatest national import- 
ance, all possible sail was constantly to be 
carried during the day. Before dusk, the 
fleet was off Portland. Next day, while 
standing down Channel, the Niobe made the 
signal for Cadiz. 

From this time the convoy met with baf- 
fling winds and squally weather until the 
morning of the 30th, when the whole were 
dispersed in a tremenduous gale of wind ; 
after which some of the transports bore im- 
mediately up for Cork, the appointed ren- 
dez\^ous. 

On the 25th of February, the whole of the 
missing shipls having previously joined, the 
fleet again weighed, and stood out of the 
Cove with a light and favo\irable breeze, 
which at sun-set had carried them nearly out 
of sight of land. 

Nothing particular occurred until the 6th 

of March ; when, continuing the voyage 

with ^ moderate gale, and fait weather, at 9 

A. M. the Niobe telegraphed a large frigate 

-passing throu^ the fleet, and shortly after- 



s 

wards made the signal for seeing the land, — - 
the rock of Lisbon- on the weather bow ; and 
for each ship to pass within hail. Spoke 
the Conmiodore, who desired a good look- 
out to be kept, as the French fleet was at 
sea, having sailed froni Brest on the 3d in- 
stant. A British squadron had been de- 
tached in pursuit. — ^At noon the rock of 
Lisbon bore east 4 or 5 leagues : Cape Espi- 
chel S.£. 10 or 12 leagues; s^teering due 
south. 

By some mismanagement, the PrinceGeorge 
transport, the head quarters ship of the 
Coldstream Guards fell on board His Majes- 
tj^s ship Isis about 11 o'clock at night. In 
the alarm naturally occasioned by such an 
event, occurring too at so late an hour, from 
which the most fatal consequences were to 
be apprehended, several of the offiters and 
men jumped on board the Isis ; but Ensign 
Long failed in the attempt, and was unfor- 
tunately drowned. The transport soon after 
got clear of His Majesty's ship, with the loss 
of her mizen-mast. 

» _ 

. At midnight the fleet hauled pound Cape 
St. Vincent. On the following monuhg Cape 

■ 2 
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St. Mary bore N. E. by E. at the distance of 
7 or 8 leagues. The Niobe under a press of 
sail a-head. At 10 P. M. shortened sail, the 
Commodore having hove to. 

At ^ A.M. on the 8th instant saw the 
lights of Cadiz. At dawn of day the city 
appeared right a-hcad, about 5 leagues dis- 
tant. The fleet ran along the shore, having 
a beautiful view of the CaiTaccas, the Isle of 
v^^-^ Lwn, and the inner harbour, in which lay 
the Spanish men of war and the French 
prizes. In the distance appeared the lofty 
mountains of IVIijKlina Sidonia. A British 
squadron, one ship bearing the flag of Rear- 
Admiral Purvis, lay at anchor in the outer 
harbour. 

At luilf-past 2 P.M. a lugger from the 
Admiriil spoke the Niobe ; immediately after 
which the signal was made to rendezvous in 
the Tagus. At this time the ships w^ere close 
In with the city, and the inhabitants were 
distinctly observed enjoying the sea breeze on 
the tops of their houses, which are all flat- 
roofed, in the form of a teiTace. 

Cadiz, Seated i^he extremity of a penin- 
sula, appeared a well-built handsome city, 
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with several magnificent edifices. — -Om great 
necessary of life is wanting ; namely, fresh 
water, which is brought in boats at a consi- 
derable expense across the Imy from Port St, 
Mary^s. The harbour is formed by Fort St. 
Sebastian on the south, and the town of Rota 
on the north. The entrance is strongly for- 
tified ; and, indeed, eveiy assailable point is 
protected by heavy batteries. — ^The river Gu- 
adalette, the fabled Leth6 of t^ie ancients, 
falls into the bay of Cadiz. 

The master of a transport which had en- 
tered tlie harbour, and was boarded by a 
boat from the British fleet, was informed that 
a division of troops, under the command of 
Major-General Mackenzie, after remaining 
at Cadiz for upwards of a month, without 
being permitted to land, sailed on the pre- 
ceding day for Lisbon. This intelligence oc- 
casioned various surjniscs ; as the conduct of 
the Spaniards, in refusing to admit an English 
force into Cadiz, could not be reconciled 
with what had been previously and industri^ 
ously proclaimed respecting tlic disposition 
of this nation towards Great Britain. 

The wind continuing favourable, at day- 




light yesterday the fleet arrived off the mouth 
of the Tagus. About 8 o'clock, tlje Portu- 
gueze pilots came on board, and took charge 
of the ships. Nothing can be conceived 
more delightful than the view of Lisbon in 
saiUng up the river. The day was remark- 
ably fine ; and, as the fleet advanced, every 
object, so late in possession of the enemy, 
forcibly engaged the attention of the British 
troops* At the bottom of the mountain, 
which is called the Rock of Lisbon, stands 
the small town of Cascaes ; beyond that, the 
convent of St. Antonio, beautifully situated 
close to the beach, under the shelter of a fine 
grove of pines. Half a mile to the eastward is 
Fort St. Antonio ; and two miles higher up. 
Fort St. Julian ; which, in conjunction with 
the Bugio, a circular battery of two tiers of 
cannon on the opposite side i of the channel, 
protects the entrance of the Tagus, and cer- 
tainly presents a most formidable obstacle to 
the passage of a hostile fleet. About two 
leagues above Fort St. Julian, stands the an- 
cient Moorish Castle of Belem ; to the west- 
vrtrd of which, and immediately adjoining, 
a large half-moon battery has recently been 



constructed. Several smaller forts line the 
north bank of the river, but the whole are 
commanded by superior eminences, conse- 
quently imtenable on the land side. At 5 
P.M. the fleet anchored a little above Belem 
Castle, and opposite to the convent, one of 
the few edifices of note which were not over- 
thrown in the memorable earthquake of 1755, 
at which time nearly the whole of Lisbon 
was destroyed. On this melancholy occasion 
several thousands of the wretched inhabi- 
tants sought shelter, and were received within 
its consecrated walls. This noble Gothic 
pile was erected on the spot where the daring 
Vasco de Gama received the benedicticn of 

9 

the Patriarch of Lisbon, before he embarked 
on his voyage of discovery. 
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LETTER II. 

Short Account of Lbbon. — ^The Churches, Aqueduct, &c.— • 
Reported Situation of tlie I'rench Armies, under Marshab 
Soult and Victor. 

Lisbon, March 16, I6O9. 

Major-General Sherbrooke having 
previously issued orders, that the ti*oops 
should adopt a conciliating mode of conduct 
towards the Portuguese nation in general, and 
pay. particular respect to the religious cere- 
monies of th^ country ; on the morning of 
the 13th instant, his division disembarked. 

The second brigade of Guards, under the 
command of Brigadier-General H. F. Camp- 
bell, occupied the barracks at Belem. The 
officers were quartered upon the inhabitants, 
who in general evinced the utmost civility 
and attention to their accommodation, Ma- 
jor-General Tilson^s brigade, consisting of the 
2d batallion of the 87th regiment, and 1st of 
the 88th, was quartered in Lisbon, and form- 
ed the garrison of the capital. 

Lisbon is adorned with several handsome 
streets and squares, particularly the Real 
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Prafa de Commercio, where is an equestrian 
statue in bronze of Joseph the 1st, ; but the 
general appearance of this metropolis cannot 
fail to disgust a^ stranger, owing to the ex- 
treme filth which meets the eye in every part, 
and is unpardonable, as its situation on the 
banks of a noble river, from which Lisbon 
derives more important commercial advanta- 
ges than any other capital in Europe, London 
excepted, affords the utmost facility for keep- 
ing the streets perfectly clean. 

The city is of great extent, reaching from 
below Belem, to which it is joined by ;a con- 
tinuation of buildings to Marivala, along the 
beach, a distance of nearly seven miles, but 
the breadth is irregular, owing to the high 
grounds, which rise up in almost every direc- 
tion from, the banks of the Tagus. The prin- 
cipal street is called the Rua Augustvi, ad- 
joining the grand square of the Roscio, in 
which the Palace of the Inquisition, now oc- 
cupied by the Regency, is situated. Near 
this are the theatres of the Salitre and Rua 
das Condes. There are no public buildings 
of sirfficient consequence to merit attention » 
excepting the churches, the generality of 
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which are decorated in a most splendid style* 
And although it may be from motives of po- 
licy that so much splendour is ej^hibited in 
their religious edifices, as it must have a 
powerful effect on the minds of the ignorant 
and bigotted, yet to adorn the temples of God 
with all possible magnificence, seems to be 
but paying a proper homage to thtf Deity. 

The Estrella convent, which was built by 
the present' Queen, and the churches of St. 
Domingo, St. Francis, and St. Roque, are 
pointed out to strangers as particularly deser- 
ving of notice. In the latter is the celebrated 
chapel of St. John the Baptist, made entire- 
ly at Rome, by order of King John the Fifth, 
of exquisite workmanship, and embellished 
with the most beautiful paintings, in mosaic. 
The frontispiece of silver chased ornaments, 
had been taken down, and packed up to 
send to Paris, by order of Jundt. 
^ Excepting the old castle, Lisbon has no 
other means of defence; works however, 
might be erected on the hills, forming the 
environs of the city, which would consider- 
ably retard the approach of a hostile army. 
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but nothing of the kind has as yet been at-r 
tempted. 

^ At a short distance from the city, is the 
noble Aqueduct thrown across the vale of 
Alcantara, which supplies the whole of ^Lis- 
bon with the waters of the Pusilippo. This 
princely specimen of modem architecture is 
above a mile in length, and is supported on 
seventy fine grand arches, the centre and 
principal one being upwards of^^TOO feet ill 
height, from the bed of a small river which 
runs under it. Its amazing strength enabled 
it to resist the effects of the great earthquake 
on the 1st of November, 1755. 

There are several good taverns in Lisbon; 
the. Golden Lion, La Tour's, Bam well's, 
charmingly situated at Buenos Ayres, &c. 

. This being Ltot, the theatres and opera are 
shut, which is the less to be regretted, parti- 
cularly the opera, as since the departure of 
Catalani, Vestris, and Angiolini, the Italian 
theatre no longer enjoys its former reputation. 
At Belem are the royal gardens, which, 
although magnificent, are in too formal a 
Btyle to please an Englisb taste. A few rare 
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birds remain in the aviary, but the menage- 
rie Avas completely emptied by Jun6t. 

The royal museum still contains a great 
number of natural curiosities, although a 
considerable quantity had been carried off 
by the French, and many rare productions 
wantonly destroyed. 

Among other objects of attraction in the 
beautiful environs of Lisbon, is the palace of 
Queluz, a league from the capital, on the 
road to Cintra, which place, from the. salu- 
brity of its air, is esteemed the Montpelierof 
Portugal. Tlie surrounding country, compri- 
sing the rugged mountain, with the convent 
of Pina, is highly picturesque, and the blue 
waves of the Atlantic ocean, terminating the 
prospect on the west, impart a character of 
sublimity and grandeur to the varied and ro- 
mantic scenery. 

Two leagues fr6m hence, and seven from 
Lisbon, st^mds the abbey of Mafra, cele- 
brated for its fine gardens and extensive li- 
brary. Here tlie^ court were accustomed an- 
nually to spend a few weeks in solitude. 
One league beyond, is Torres Vedras, the 
TuiTes Veleres of the Romans. 
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A stranger is particularly struck by the 
apparent devotion of the people in the streets, 
who on hearing a bell announce the approach 
of the host, drop on their knees, and remain 
in that position, however unfavourable the 
weather, saying their prayers and crossing 
themselves until it has passed. The several 
town guards are turned out and present arms, 
and the officers and. soldiers of the British 
army, halt and take off their hats, in con- 
formity with the orders issued to that effect. 

At present .little is knpwn here respecting 
the movements of the French, except that 
they threaten the northern and eastern fron- 
tier3 of the kingdom. The Portuguese seeni 
to be in a state of apathy, and are apparent- 
ly taking no measures for the defence of their 
country; but it is to bp hoped, they will be 
roused from this. inactivity should the enemy 
actually make an irruption into Portugal. 
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LETTER III. 



TW Govib anrdi to 
mt^ntM bw Head Q«arten to 
o# ManUSoukkiT^ukeaOpaKtD.— ManUBcmford 
^eti omt for ThoiBar. 

Smccmza^ Mmrdk 30, 1809. 

A PARTIAL change has taken place in the 
quarters of the army. 

On the 18th instant, the suaids marched 
into Lisbon, and wefe mfeaai by Lieut. 
General Sir John Craddock, commander <^ 
the forces. Two days afterwards the Ivigade 
commenced its route along the north bank 
of the Tagus. The Coldstream occupied the 
town of Saccavem, and the 3d r^ment halt- 
ed about noon at Olivias, a small but beauti* 
ful village surrounded with groves of olives 
and vineyards, two miles in the rear. 

On the 22d, the 3d guards advanced, and 
took up a strong position ; the town of Sac- 
cavern, about a mile to the right, and a small 
river running through a deep valley in ils 
course to the Tagus, in their immediate front. 
The left of the battalion extended to the vil- 
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lage of Unhos, a distance of two miles. The 
walks in the vicinity are delightftil, and the 
hedges, in which grow spontaneously the 
Indian fig, the myrtle, and the orange, impart 
a most grateful fragrance to the air. 

The commander of the forces has removed 
his head quarters to Lumiar^ and the several 
brigades of infantry are drawn in a cordon 
round the capital; the left of the whole being 
at Alcantara. 

General Beresford, who has been honour- 
ed with the rank of marshal, by the Regency, 
is about to proceed with a nmnerous staff to 
Thbmar, in order to organize the new levies 
assembling in that city. 

The intelligence of M. Soult, with an army 
of -twenty-four thousand men having takeji 
Oporto, creates a considerable sensation. A 
number of the inhabitants of that city and 
neighbourhood, on hearing the approach of 
the enemy, quitted it, and have arrived in 
Lisbon. Among others, the venerable A.rch- 
bishop of Braga and suite. The reports of 
the enonnities conunitted by the French on 
gaining possession of Oporto, almost exceed 
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belief; but they are unhappily too well au- 
thenticated. 

Every exertion is making in the several 
departments to enable the army to commence 
active operations. In a few days it is ex- 
pected the troops will leave their present po- 
sition, and take up another in advance. 
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LETTER IV. 

0>Atinfie llieir March through Alhandnii Carregada akid 
Alceenlre, to Riomayor.-'— Description of the Coimtrjr 
on the Route. 

RiomayoTy April My 1809. 

Tiife campaign tnay now be said to have 
commenced, and thus far have the British 
advanced into the heart of Portugal. 

On the tnortiing of the 9th instant, the 
anny was put in motion, Thfe brigade of 
Guards marched to Alhandra, three Portuguese 
leagues or twelve miles, and arrived about 
6ne.o*clack. The baggage was carried on 
mules, no wheel-carriages being allowed in the 
line of march but to general offices. Alhan- 
dra is detij^tfully situated at the base of a . 
range of hills cloathed with vineyards. 

On the following day the Guards resumed 
their march about nine o^clock, and soon af- 
t&t mid-day went into cantonments. The 
Coidstfeam and light infantry at Villa Nova 
da Rainha, the 3d regiment at Carregada. 1%^ 
route was through the towns of Villa Franca 

c 
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da Xira and Castanheira, situated on the 
banks of the Tagus. 

Next day, General Alexander CampbelFs 
brigade consisting of*^ the second battalions of 
the 7th and 53d regimeuts arrived at Castan- 
heira, 

After a halt of three days, the division ad- 
vanced at day-break on the 14thtoAlcaentre, 
a small town, nearly four leagues from Carre- 
gada. Soon after leaving the latter place, the 
smiling fertile plains of Lower Estremadura 
were succeeded by a bleak and partiaUy culti- 
vated district, where nothing reheved the eye 
for many miles but a few scattered cork and 
pine trees. In some parts of this dreary r^on 
wooden crosses were erected to mark the spot 
where murder had been committed, and these 
sad memorials of human dej>ravity are but 
too frequent throughout this kingdom. 

The dust on this day's march was particu- 
larly troublesome. At one the brigade halted. 
Part of the 3d regiment was quartered in thfe 
Chateau of the Conde de Lumiar, a large 
and once magnificent pile, but now aban- 
doned to the care of a few domestics, and 
scarcely habitable. The grounds, although 
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quite neglected, are still beautiful; and the 
situation of the castle embosomed in trees, 
was rendered peculiarly striking from its 
bursting unexpectedly upon the view, after 
a long march over a sandy tract of countr}^. 

The next morning at daylight the Guards 
proceeded on their route, and at the end of 
three leagues reached this place. The coun- 
try at first bore a similar feature to that 
through which they had marched the prece- 
ding day, when within a league of the town 
the road led through a deep and extensive 
forest of pines intermixed with the olive. 

General Alexander CampbelFs brigade 
marched into quarters here about an hour 

afterwards. 

« 

Ri,oma3^or is an inconsiderable town on the 
banks of a small river, which, taking a south- 
erly direction falls into the Tagus below San- 
tarem. 

• At the distance of three miles is a cavern 
in a romantic glen, in which several families 
had taken refuge on the first entrance of the 
French into Portugal. There is nothing re- 
markable in the appearance of the cavern, 
but the smrounding scenery is inexpressibly 
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beautiful, and adorned by some yery fine 
corktrees, several of which measured up- 
wards of twenty feet in circumference. 

Sir John Craddock with the principal part 
of the army has arrived at Caldas, five 
leagues on the left. 
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LETTER V. 

Convent of St. Doininick at Balalha. — Leyria.— Sir John 
Craddock takes leave of the Army. — Bishop's Palace^ 8ic. 

At four on the morning of the Slst in- 
stant, the general beat ; and exactly at five, 
the column moved off on the road leading to 
Oporto. This day's march was long and fa- 
tiguing ; about seven leagues or twenty-eight 
miles, — the road one of the best in Portugal, 
made by order of the Marquis of Pombal. 
No water was to be procured on the march; 
but of this the troops had been previously 
informed. The Guards arrived at Batalha 
about five o'clock, and nearly the whole were 
quartered in the ancient Convent of St. Do- 
minick. At six, an excellent dinner was 
served up to the officers in the refectory : the 
Prior himself, with several of the monks, at- 
tended during the repast. After dinner, they 
were conducted to see the body o^ John the 
Second, which was still in tolerable preserva- 
tion, although the monarch had been dead 
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upwards of three hundred years. Tlie archi- 
tecture of the Convent excited universal ad- 
miration : a beautiful corridor run round each 
story ; and it is perhaps the most nlagnificent 
specimen of the Arabesque remaining iA 
Europe, with the exception of the palace of 
the Alhambra at Grenada. 

Next morning, at an early hour, thp offi- 
cers took leave of the hospitable brethren of 
St. Dominick ; and after a march of two short 
leagues, the brigade arrived at Leyria about 
eight o'clock. 

Tliis city, seated in a fertile valley, watered 
by the small river Leyes, is the see of a bishop. 
Its first appearance is particularly impressive. 
On a high isolated rock standjjf the ruins of an 
old castle, proudly overlooMng the city, and 
forining a remarkable contrast with the bi- 
shop's palace, a handsome modern building 
immediately below. Nearly adjoining is the 
cathedral, which has nothing striking in its 
exterior appearance, but is richly decorated 
within. In the palace are a few pictures, but 
none of any merit. The principal suite of 
apartments opened to a terrace, eommanding^ 
rich and beautiful views of this picturesque . 
country. 
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. Considerable anxiety is now felt respecting 
the future operations, and a variety of opinions 
and reports are in circulation. By some, it 
is supposed, that the army will remain quietly 
in Leyria, covering the capital ; while others 
conjecture, that it is intended to advance in 
the course of a few days to attack Marshal 
Soult in Oporto ; although, the situation of 
Victor's army, on the right flank, but on the 
opposite side of the Tagus, seems to present 
an obstacle to a further advance in that di- 
rection. 

Yesterday, Sir John Craddock set off for 
Lisbon on his way to Gibraltar, of which 
fortress he has been appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor. His Excellency, in general or- 
ders, expressed his entire approbation of the 
conduct of the troops in the trying situation 
in which they were placed ; and his deep re- 
^et, at being removed from the command 
«of this gallant army at a crisis of such im- 
portance, which it was not in the power of 
any consideration to alleviate. 
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LETTER VI. 

The Army assanbles at Goimbra.-r-De8(cnption of diat. 
City.— Cmnoeufi. — Monastery of Saota Cruz and Nun- 
nery of St. Clare. — Sir Arthur Wellesley takes die Com- 
mand of the Army. 

Coimbra^ Majf S, 1809. 

The whole of the anny, witlv the exception 
Off Major-General Mackenzie's brigade^ wliich 
had been detached to the rights was assemn 
bled in Coimbra about the beginning of May . 

Soon after moi'mng parade on the S^th of 
April, a sudden order was issued for the army 
to advance; and, by noon, the Guards, with 
General Richard Stewart's brigade, nwved 
off on the road to Oporto in a heavy fall x)f 
rain. After a mardi of four leagues, about 
seven in the evening the column halted in the 
town of PombaJ, which possessed notking 
remarkable but a fine old. castk in a com- 
inanding situation. Next day, the troopB 
reached Condeixa about two o'ck)ck ; distance 
fi*ve leagues. 

At day-break, on the 1st of May, the di- 
vision resumed its march ; and soon after mid- 
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day, arrived at Coimbra. From the summifc 
of a hill, on gaining which, the first view is 
caught of the city, the road led by a winding 
direction for above a mile through a wood of 
olivea^ to the bridge over the Mondego ; on 
the northern bank of which Coimbra is situ^ 
ated. — ^The appearance of the British troops 
was hailed by the inhabitants with the most 
lively demonstrations of joy. 

This is the seat of learning.; for Coimbra 
contains the only university in Portugal. 
Here Camoens, the pride and boast of. hi§^ 
country, received his education; and on the 
banks of the Mondego, he first wooed the 
'Muse, and composed several of his most adr 
mired sonnets. The vale, through wliich this 
river glides, is of great extent and beauty, 
and might well be supposed to have excited 
the most wblime idea^in the bosom of the au- 
thor of the Lusiad. Of his attachment toCo- 
in^bra, Camoens gives numerous proofs in liis 
writings With peculiar delight, the poet fre- 
-quently irecurs to a description of the roman- 
tic scenary aanidst which in early youth he 
i^ought recreation from his literary pursuits. 

.The several classes are held in the coUegie 
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of St. Paul's, which had been the Royal resi- 
dence before the scat of government was re- 
moved to Lisbon. The nuniboi^of students is 
usually about a thousand ; but the whole are 
at present dispersed, in consequence of the 
critical situation of the country. A few re- 
mained in Coimbra ; and about three hundred 
are fonncd into an armed association, called 
the Academic corps, commanded by Lieut.-r 
Colonel Trant. 

The library of this College is very extensive, 
and fitted-up in an elegant style. — From the 
top of a high tower, to which the ascent is 
by a narrow winding staircase, a fine view is 
obtained of the surrounding country, and the 
course of the Mondego, until it falls into th^ 
vast Atlantic. 

Yesterday, about two o'clock, the arrival 
of Sir Arthur Wellesley was announced by^ 
the firinor of rockets : and the bells of the dif- 
ferent churches immediately commenced a 
peal of joy. Surrounded by a^numerous staff, 
the commander of the forces rode to his quar- 
ters amidst the acclamations of the people, who 
testified the highest delight on beholding the 
hero^of Vimeira. At night, the city was brilli- 
antly illuminated in honour of His Excellency. 
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' The monastery of Santa Cruz, where Head 
Quarters were estabUshed, is inhabited by 
monks of the rich order of St. Augustine. As 
a particular favour, the British officers were 
allowed to see the sanctuary, into which few 
strangers are ever admitted. Here, the intel- 
ligent French Abbe St. Croix, who had emi- 
grated from his native country at an early 
period of the revolution, had taken refuge. 

On the south bank of the Mondego, and 
immediately opposite to the city, stands the 
magnificent convent of St. Clare. The nuns, 
who are of the first families in Portugal, were 
much pleased with the visits of the British 
oflScers at the grate, and sought to amuse 
them by the spontaneous exertion of their 
talents in singing and music. Several of them 
were handsome, and would be tJiought so 
even in England. The pecuharity of their 
dress was certainly unfavourable to the display 
of their personal charms, and formed a re- 
m^kable contrast with the na'iveti of their 
manners. 
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LETTER Vlt. 

Position of the French. — Marshal Beresford proceeds to 
Vizeu with Major-General Tikon's Brigade. — Staff of 
4he Army aud Line of Battle. 

Coimhra, May 7, 1809.. 

The position of the enemy, against wIkmh 
it was generally supposed the British were 
destined to act in the first instance, was un- 
derstood to* be as follows : Marshal Soult with 
the main-body of his army, is in Oporto; and, 
his advanced guard, composed of cavalry, 
under the command of General Franceschi, on 
the north side of th6 Vwiga. The total nutn- 
"ber of the Trench is stated at 24,000; but thi« 
force is very much scattered at present, as 
they occupy Viana on the Lima river, and 
Valence and Tuy on the Minh6[ Tlie latter 
is an important post, being the ferry which 
communicates with Gallicia; arid they have 
moved all' the boats on the Minho, as wdl ask 
those which belong to Viana, to this point. 

Victor's army is in the neighbourhood of 
Badajos, but not advancing. Major General 
Mackenzie's brigade is stationed at Abrantes ; 
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the Li^itaman legion under Colonel Maynfe 
as a corps o£ observation at Alcantara ; afid 
the principal part of the Portuguese army hat 
been collected in the yaiUey of thte Tag^s,, 
There are gun boats mooi^ in the river as 
high up as Azambujo, manned by thorough 
hfrqd seamen, volunteers irojn the transports ; 
and this little naval force has sonie long guns 
on the shore attached to it. The engineei's 
have ascertained that Lisbon can be bom- 
barded from the . opposite . li^ight^, for which 
purpose the enemy m^y probably move a 
corps through the Alemtcjo on tlie peninsula 
betwixt the Tagus and St. UbeS.^ 

Colonel Trant with about two thousand 
Portuguese is io front on tlie banks of the 
Vouga, keeping a vigilant wa,tch on the move- 
ments of the French, and Sir Robert Wilsoljt 
is also on tlflj^ river, commanding the advan- 
ced corps of Brigadier General Barcellar'ji 
division of the Portuguese army which is sta- 
tioned at Vizeu. 

Several battalions of Portuguese infantry 
ate already united with the British brigades. 
Marshal Beresford, :who came to Coimbra on 
the arrival of Sir Arthur Wellesley, moved 
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forward on the morning of the 5th instant,with 
Major General Tilson, and tbt'^division of 
troops on the road to Lamego. Yesterday Sir 
Arthur Wellesley reviewed his army on the 
extensive plain below the city. 

The following is a list of the staff of tliis 
army, and the order of the line of battle as 
given out in general orders : 

Lieut. Gen. the Rt. H. Sir A. Wellesley, K.B. 
Commander of the Forces. 

Lieut. Col. Bathurst, Military Secretary. 

Captains The Hon. Fitzroy Stanhope ; Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset; George Bouvcrie; and 
C. F. Canning, Aides de Camp. 

Major Generals — — Sherbrooke ; Payne ; 
Lord William Bentinck ; and the Honorable 
E. Paget, with the local rank of Lieutenant 
Generals during the continuance of this 
service. 

Major Generals — Cotton ; Hill ; Murray ; 
Erskine; Mackenzie, and Tilson. 

Brigadier Generals — A. Campbell ; H. F. 
Campbell; R. Stewart; Cameron; Fane; 
Diieberg; and LangvVorth. 
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Colonel Donkin, Colonel on the Staff". 



Adjutant Generals* Department. 
Brigadier General the Hon. C. Stewart; Ad- 
jutant General, Lieut. Colonels Darrock, 36 
regiment ; Lord Aylmer, Coldstream ; Ed- 
wards, Heimber, 68th regiment ; EUey, Horse 
Guards; Majors Tidy, 14th regimeiit ; Wil^ 
liamson, 30th; Berkeley, and C- Campbell. 



Assistant Adjutant Generals. 

Captains Cotton ; Elliot; Dashwood; Graham; 

Cockbyrn; Mellish; and During, 

•Deputy Assistant Adjutant CJenerals. 



Quarter-Master Generals' Department. 
Col. Murray, 3d' Guards, Quart. Mast. Gen. 
Lieut. Col. Delancey,Dep. Quart. Mast. Gen. 



Lieutenant Colonels Bathurst; Bourke; 

Majors Blaquiere and Northey, 

Assistant Quarter-Master Generals. 



Captains Mercer ; Sutton ; Langton ; Kelly ; 

Heverfield ; Scovil ; Waller ; and Beresford ; 
Deputy Assistant Quarter-Master General*. 
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Tlie army is brigaded, and will stand in 
line as follows : viz. 

CAVALRY. 

liieut. Gen. Payne and Major-Gen. Cotton. 

14th Light Driagoons Colonel Hawker. 

20th ditto Major Blake. 

3d K.'s Ger. Lt. Hussars Lt.Col. Arentschild. 

l6th Light Dragoons Colonel Anson. 



GUARDS. 

Brigadier General H. F. Campbell. 

1st Battalion Coldstream Lieut. Col. Hulse. 
1st Battal. 3d Regiment Hon.Col.Stopford. 
1st Company 60th Captain Haines. 



INFANTRY. 

1st Brigade, Major-General Hill. 

3d or Buflfs Lieut. Col. Muter. 

66th Reg. 2d Bat. Major Murray. 

48th ditto Lieut. Col. Duckworth. 
60th 1st Company 

3d Brigade, Major-XJeaieral Tilson. 
60th 5 companies Major Woodgate. 
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88th 1st Battalion Major Vandeleur. 
1st Battalion Portuguese Grenadiers, 
87tb 2d Battalion Major Gough. 

Mh Brigade, Brigadier-General A. CampbelL 

7th ^d Battalion . Lieut. Col. Sir W. Myers. 
53d ditto Lieut. Col. Bingham. 

l6th Portuguese, 1st Bat. Lieut* Col. Oliver. 
60th 1 Company. 

7th Brigade, Brigadier-General Cameron. 
9th Regiment Lieutenant-Colonel MoUe. 
10th Portuguese, 2d Battalion. 
83d Regiment, #ditto Lieut. Col. Gordon. 
60th 1 Company. 

6th Brigade, Brigadier-General R. Stew£|,rt. 
^Detachments 1st Batal. Lieut. Col. Bunbury . 
l6th Portuguese Regiment Lieut. Col. Doyle. 
29th Regiment Lieut. Col. White. 

4th Brigade, Brigadier-General Sontag. 
*Detachments 2d Battal, Lieut. Col. Copson. 
l6th Portuguese. 

* The Battalions ^f Detachments were formed of those 
soldiers of Sir John Moore's army who were left sick in Lis- 
bon, or fell out from sickness in the march through Portugal 
to Salamanca, and the sick and stragglers during the retreat 
to Corunna. 
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97 th Regiment Lieut. Col. Lyon. 
60th 1 Company. 

2d Brigade, Major-General Mackenzie. 
27th Regiment, 3d Bat. Lieut. Col. Maclean^. 
45th ditto 1st Lieut. Col. Guard. 

Jlst ditto 2d Major Watson. 

KING'S GERMAN LEGION. 

» 

Major-General Murray, 

WITH 

Brigadier-Generals Drieberg and Langworth. 



ROYAL ARTILLERY. 

Brigadier-General Howarth. 
Lieut. Colonels Framlingham and Robe. 
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LETTER VIII. 

First Movements of the British* — ^Arrival of the Guatrds at 
Villa Nova da Porto. — Passage of the Douro. — Oporto 
taken, and Retreat of the French Army. 

Oporto, May 13, ISlfc^ 

After a series of operations, conducted 
with the utmost rapidity and attended with 
the happiest success, terminated by an at- 
chievement second to none recorded in the 
page of history, either for boldness of con- 
ception or the promptitude with which it was 
carried into execution,— Sir Arthur Wellesley, 
on the 12th of May, obtained possession of 
this iinportant cit3\ 

The following is a detail of the movements 
of the British from the hour of their leaving 
Coimbra, until the auspicious moment, when 
Lieutenant-General Paget, with a handful of 
men, made good the passage of the Douro 
in the face of a formidable enemy. 

On the morning of the 8th instant, Lieute- 
nant-General Payne, with the brigades of ca- 
valry and infantry, imder the command of 
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Major-Generals Cotton and Ilill, marched 
from Coimbra, the latter bj way of Aviero, 
at which place the infantry was to embark for 
Ovar, and tun> tlie enemy's right by the road 
on the se»-coas?. 

The first and immediate object of the com- 
H>ander in chief, was to dispossess the enemy 
of Oporto ; and whilfl^ the principal force 
was employed in the attack upon the main 
Ixxly of the French in that city. Marshal 
Beresford was directed to proceed ynth his 
division by Lamego on the Upper Domto, and 
cross the river at that point, for the purpose 
of diverting: the enemv*s attention. 

On the following day, the brigade of Guards, 
>vith those of Brigadier-Generals Sontag, A. 
Camplxll, and Cameron, advanced from Co- 
imbra with the whole of the artiOerv and 
stores attached to them. Brigadier-General 
Cameron took, the road of Aviero; the Guards 
halted about three o'clock at Famihcoa, and 
the other two brigades occupied Malheada 
and adjacent villages in the rear. 

May the 10th. — The march of the troops 
was resimied at day-light ; and, at two o'clock, 
tlie head of the colunm arrived upon the bridge 
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over itbe Vouga. Generals Payne aiid Cottoi> 
with the cavalry, and Colonel Tnaat with the 
Portuguese under his conunand, liad passed 
iJie river late on the preceding evening, and 
^^y this morning drove in the advajaced 
poets of title toieiiiy ; who> after aiaking a short 
xesii»tance, retreated on the road to Oporto 
pursued by tlie British. Tlie Hoajourable 
Major Lincoln JSfcanliope was wounded in tlie 
Arm by a sabre in charging the emeiny with a 
sqiiadron of his regiment, the l6th Light 
Dragoonifi. At six o'clocJc, the Guards halted 
in the miserable village of Albegaria Nova, 
where the French load converted tlie dwellings 
of the inhabitants into stables. 

May the 11th. — Much depending on the 
rapidity pf movement, the Guards were again 
under arms at an early hour; and having 
halted to refresh themselves from ten o'clock 
imtil noon in the small town of Penhieros, 
about five in the evening they arrived at St. 
Antonia de Arifana, the head quarters of the 
reserve for the night, — ^twenty-four miles iixmi 
Oporto. The pursuit of the enemy had been 
continued by General Payne to a position, the 
heights of Grigon, about three leagues from 
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that city, whence a reinforcenient was sent 
by !&^arshal Soult, making their numbers 
amomit to nearly five thousand men. Upon 
this body a spirited attack was made by Bri- 
gadier-General R. Stewart, and Major-Gene- 
ral Murray, by a well conducted movement 
with a brigade of the King's German Legion, 
turned the left flank of the enemy ; who, in re- 
treating, was charged by two squadron^ of the 
l6th and 20th Dragoons under Major Blake, 
led on by Brigadier-General [the Honourable 
C. Stewart, assisted by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Delancey, Captain Mellish, and Captain 
Dashwood. The advance of the British tool^, 
up a position on the hill beyond Carvalhos, 
within two short leagues of Oporto. 

The brigade of Generals A. Campbell and 
Sontag, which halted yesterday in Albeguria 
Velha, were this evening quartered in Pen- 
heiros. 

The faintest tints of dawn appeared in 
the horizon as the Guards quitted their can- 
tonments yesterday to advance. The intelli- 
gence of the preceding evening had led the 
troops to expect an immediate meeting with 
th(5 pnemy ; bat it was now learnt that he had 
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retired with considerable precipitation during 
tiieilight, and destroyed the bridge of t¥)ats 
across the Douro. The troops continued to 
advance, and entered Villa Nova da Porto 
about two o'clock, when they had the satisfac- 
faction of finding that a part of the army had 
already crossed the river in boats, assisted by 
the Portuguese, notwithstanding the vigilance 
of the French sentries, and were at that mo- 
ment engaged with the enemy. 

From the Sierra Convent, situated oh the 
tsoiith bank of the Douro, the Gomniander of 
the forces had observed the French retiring to 
m height -^immediately above the city, and, with 
the intention of cutting off their rear-guard, 
he pushed three companies of the Buffs across 
the river, under Lieutenant-General Paget, 
who was directed, in the event of being 
pressed, to throw himself into a convent, which 
the enemy could not approach without being 
exposed to a destructive fire from some guns 
advantageously placed in the gardens of the 
convent. The result happened as Sir Arthur 
Wellesley had foreseen. The enemy's co- 
lumns, on obsen'^ing the movements of the 
British, descended from the height to re-enter 
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Oporto; but by this time Major-GCTeral 
Hill had crossed the Douro with bis brigade^ 
which he waseoabted to effect with 'great ce* 
lerity by the unremitting and voluntary ex» 
ertions of the Portuguese in navigating the 
boats. Nearly at the same moment a squa* 
dron of the 14th Light Dragoons, under Mar 
,jor Hervey, and two pieces of artillery, were 
got over, and Major-Genaral Murray, who 
had passed the river, a few miles above, with 
a battaUon of the King's German Legion, 
appeared on the left flank of the en^ny, whqi 
^und himsjelf compelled to retire, but took 
up a more advantageous position, where he 
seemed determined to make a stand. The 
Guards now received orders to advance, and 
were embarked as they » reached the Douro, 
under the superintendance of Colonel Don- 
kin, with the most perfect regularity. Al- 
though harmssed by a fatiguing march of 
upwards of eighty miles in four days, over a 
most difficult country, yet no sooner were 
they formed on the opposite shore, than the 
whole began to run up the steep streets of 
Oporto, and continued their exertions until 
the head of the column was ordered to 
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halt. In paisslng aloug^ the brigade was 
{^leered with repeated dbouts of Viva Inglezts^ 
by ti^e inhabitants, who hailed the British as 
their deliverers. Tlie siiiiles of the young 
ladies at the balconies, their white handker- 
chiefs waving as the troops approached, and 
the prayers of the aged, accompanied with 
tears, for their success, formed a most inter- 
esting scene. The way was somewhat ob- 
structed by the artillery and waggons of am- 
munition which the enemy had abandoned 
in his retreat. Amid these lay the bodies of 
the dead and wounded Frenchmen, already 
stripped by the Portuguese, and exhibiting a 
most painful sight. 

The brigade had only halted a few minutes, 
when a considerable number of prisoners, 
chicdy wounded, were brought in, and the 
enemy, who at first made a shew of main- 
taining his position, finding himself pressed 
on both flanks, retired in great confusion, 
aftCT a spirited charge of the 14th Dragoons 
by Major Hervey,..towards the hill of Valongo, 
about a league in front. There the com- 
mander of the forces determined on leaving 
him for the night, satisfied with the advan- 
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tages he had already obtained. The French 
must have suflfered considerably in the action^ 
but on the side of the British the loss was tri- 
lling, compared with the importance of the 
victory they had gained, which in less than 
three hours had given them possession of 
Oporto, the second citj- in the kingdom. 

After remaining a short time on the ground, 
the British marched into quartets, and were 
received by the inhabitants in the most hos- 
pitable manner. 

Marshal Soult was completely surprised in 
Oporto, and consequently had made no ar- 
rangements for the removal of his sick, of 
whom above a thousand were found in the 
hospitals. It certainly was in his contempla- 
tion to evacuate Portugal, his amiy having 
l3cen considerably diminished by sickness ; 
hut this he meant to put in execution at his 
leisure, conceiving himself perfectly secure by 
the destruction of the bridge; and Loison 
had been detached towards Amarante to op- 
pose the progress of Marshal Beresford in that 
direction. Nothing could exceed the asto- 
nishnicnt and distress of the French Chief, on 
])( ing assured that the British were actuall}^ 
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crossing the Douro, and this bold movement 
was equally unexpected on the part of the 
Portuguese. i 

The conduct of Marshal Soult must be 
considered as the best eulogium on the me- 
rits of this enterprise, as he is universally 
acknowledged to be one of the best officers in 
Bonaparte's service, and as such, is said to 
enjoy a considerable portion of his master's 
^teem. 
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LETTER IX. 

Pursuit of the Enemy to die Borderi of GaUcw. — ^Affair of 
Sftlmnond^. — Conduct of the PeMantrj. 

TravessUj on tlie Northern Frontier gf Portugal, 

May 19, I8O9. 

Tub e:sjertions of the army for several days 
succeeding the capture of Oporto, were uxure^ 
mitting, and of the most fatiguing descrip- 
tion. 

Tlie bridge over the Dave having been re- 
paired, on the 14th instant the l6th Light 
Dragoons, the brigade of Guards, and Briga- 
diei'-General Cameron's, advanced to Villa 
Nova de Famihcoa, on the road to Braga, 
with the intention of cutting off Marshal 
Soult's retreat by that direction into Spain. 
On the march it was understood that the 
commander of the forces had received in- 
formation from Marshal Beresford, of his 
having defeated General Loison, near the 
bridge of Amarante, and. that he was pursu- 
ing the fugitives towards Chaves. 

Next day the column reached Braga about 
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nooti. Msir^hal Soult had taken tip a position 
at the distance of a league and a half, and waij 
supposed to meditate an attempt at pushing 
through the city in the night, with a view of 
getting into the road toTiiy and Valence. About 
two in the morning, the French drove in the 
out piquets ; but this was merely a feint, as 
immediately afterwards they continued their 
fofitt towards the frontiers. At four the co* 
htmn marched ; and although the rain on this 
and the two preceding days was nearly inces- 
sant, yet the spriits of the troops were kept 
op by the hope of overtaking the flying foe. 
This hope was partly verified ; for about six irt 
the evening the enemy Tfas discovered by the 
advance, posted in the village and adjacent 
heights of Salamond6. Lieutenant-Colcmel 
Fuller of the Coldstream Guards, commenced 
the attack with the Light Infantry of the 
brigade, which would have been followed up 
by the whole division ; but on the approach 
of night the French fled, after sustaining a 
trifling loss. As it continued to rain during 
the night, and no cover could be obtained, 
the troops were in a most uncomfortable situ- 
ation, only to be equalled by that of the de- 
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feated enemy. Next morning (the 17th) se- 
veral prisoners were taken in the woods, and 
a considerable quantity of baggage was 
found. It was now discovered that the 
French had been enabled to retire by the left, 
over a small bridge, which only admitted the 
passage of one at a time. The- armed pear? 
santry had been directed to oppose the ene- 
my at this point, but, unfortunately, some 
Swiss troops, cloathed in red, ander the com-^ 
inand of General Rcynaud, being mistaken 
for British, were permitted to cross, and by the 
dispersion of the Portuguese, the remains of 
the rear-guard were enabled to effect their 
escape, but many fell over the precipices in 
the darkness of the night, and were drowned 
in the river Cavedo, which was considerably 
swelled by the late rains. 

About noon the column movol forward^ 
and at dusk halted in the village of Ruvaensj 
without seeing any thing of the enemy. Thi$ 
place afforded very indifferent acconunoda- 
tion, and there was no possibility of bringing 
forward wine for the troops, the advance 
being niuch too rapid, and the roads so had 
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as to preclude the carriage over tliis moun- 
tainous district. < 

On the 18th the army marched at day- 
break, and in the course of a few hours the 
British found themselves again in the track of 
the enemy, who had burnt several villages in 
his retreat. A number of men and horses lay 
dead in the roads, as the French destroyed 
all the animals who, from weakness, were un- 
able to proceed, to prevent them from falling 
into the hands of the British. At tliree in 
the afternoon the column, consisting of a bri- 
gade of Artillery, the l6th Light Dragoons, 
the Guards, a brigade of the King's German 
Legion, and Brigadier-General Canteron's, 
was halted for about an hour within two 
leagues of Montalegre, the frontier town of 
Portugal. The several corps were then can- 
toned in the adjoining villages, which they 
found deserted by the inhabitants. Strong 
parties of French cavalry had visited them in 
the morning, and carried off all the bread and 
wine they could find. 

This morning the British remained in 
their quarters, it being ascertained that M. 
Soult had entered Gallicia with the remains 
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of his army. Majo^freneral J. Murray, with 
his Aid-de-Camp, witnessed the retreat of the 
enemy from Montale^e; his columns 
marched slowly, and appeared to be in great 
distress. 

It roust ever be regretted, that the Bri^h 
were not enabled to advance immediately 
after the action on the 12 th at Oporto ; when 
the enemy, dispirited by his defeat, and as- 
tonished at the boldness of Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley^s measures, might have been alaraied 
into an unconditional surrender. But it was 
found impossible to move the army forward 
without supplies of evei'y description^ the ra- 
pidity of the advance from Coimbra having 
outstripped the most active exertions of the 
Commissariat, and the country through which 
the troops were destihed to pursue the French, 
not affording the means of subsistence. Q wing 
to these circumstances, and the want of pre- 
cision in the execution of some important 
orders issued by the commander of the forces, 
Marshal Soult, although surrounded with <iif- 
ficultiesl of no ordinary nature, had the good 
fortune to accomplish his escape ; but his di- 
vision may be considered as completely hw$ 
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de comlat for the present, and he has lost the 
whol^ of his artiltery ^hd haggage. 

In reviewing the events of this short, but 
most active campaign, it is impossible not 
to feel considerable mortification, that the 
vigeroiiS and welPconcerted measures, Avhich 
were adopted* for the . total annihilation t'of 
the enemy/ did not experience a more pros-^ 
perous result. -^ - r : 

The behaviour of the Portuguese, who ac- 
companied the British in the ^pursuit of the 
•enemy, was the natural consequence of the 
vengeance and deadly hatred,' fexcited in; 
their bosoms by the barbarous excesses^ 
which theFrench had committed ; armed with 
any sort of weapons they could -pick up, the 
peasantry hung : upon the rear and ilanks* 
of the retreating enemy, and put to death 
every straggler from the main body, who was 
not so fortunate as to be saved by the ad^ 
vanced guard* The. French have eventually 
suffered for the cruelty of their conduct ; 
every information respecting the movements 
of > the British troops having been, care^ 
fully withheld from their knowledge, by 
the exaspetated Portuguese. . . 



do 






LETTER X. 

Return to Oporto. — City ef Braga. — Crueltj of the French^ oK 
their entrance into Oporto.'— Traits ot national character. 

, - ■ - * • 

The British commenced their descent 
from the mountains, on the 20th of May^ 
and in the afternoon of the 24th, rercntered 
Oporto. The weather as they returned:, to 
the south, became daily more mild and £»-« 
Yorable ; and in the prospect of getting into 
comfortable quarters, the troops seemed. tot 
forget their recent hardships and privations, 
: The A!pine scenery of the inhospitaW* 
region bordering upon Gallicia . and . the 
Tralos Montes, bore a strong refiemblance^ 
in m^ny places, to the Highlands of Scotland^ 
but on approaching the environs of Braga, 
the £ace of the country assumed a very dif^ 
ferent appearance. At the distance of .8 or 
9 miles from the city, on the high isolated 
lOck of Falperra, is seated a. small tourer, 
and chapel, dedicated to our Lady of the 
Pillar. This was the position of the Fronch 
on the night of the 15th instanti.^andL tbd 
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Marshal Uuke of Dalifiatia, wjfe gkd to ttd^* 
feept the shelter of a miserable hovel, \rhich 
stood by the road side^ Tlie towers of a con- 
'Vent rising out of the wood on the brow o^ 
a fine commanding eminence, claimed atten^ 
tioh from its beautiful situation. Braga is 
watered by two sftiall stfeains, the Ciredo 
and the Deste. 

^ The country in the ticinity is richly 
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tvooded, and the well cultivated fields already 
give promise of an abundant harvest. This 
city is tlie see of an archbishop; who dis^ 
putes ^he primacy with Toledo, l^he ctithe- 
dral is a handsome structure ^ of the Gorin^ 
thiaii; having been rebuild in that order of 
lirchitecture about a century before. The 
original was gothic, of which ofily one chancel 
remains. On the first entrance of the French 
Jnt6 the north of Portugal, the archbishop 
directed the saered symbols of their religion; 
to be buried under ground. 
' The expulsion of the French, from the 
Imndsome cit)? of Oporto, was the signal for 
the revival of commerce, and the livety 
bustle of tlie now thronged streets, fermecl 
to agreeable contract with its te; 
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about a fortnight ago. The cruelty of ttid 
French is spoken of with the utmost detesta^ 
tion. On their first arrival, the unarmed in- 
habitants who happened to be in the streets^ 
were bayoneted without distinction, of age or 
$ex. Ldison is universally execrated by the 
Portuguese^ as the author of this inhuman 
massacre* 

The foreign merchants residing in thi^ 
city, are particularly hospitable and attentive 
to strangers, who would otherwise be much at 
a loss ; as the higher ranks in Portugal are 
little inclined to associate even with each 
other. This may, in some degree, be ac-> 
counted for by tlie extreme indolence, which 
forms a prominent feature in the character of 
this nation, and is repugnant to the laws of 
polished society. 

The Portuguese are more superstitious than 
the inhabitants of any other Catholic coun-^ 
try, and are remarkably fond of all religious 
processions and ceremonies. Few houses are 
without a private chapel, in which mass is 
celebrated at least once a day ; hence the in- 
credible number of the clergy. Every family 
has a confessor, who not only takes care of 
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their spiritual concerns, but the domestic 
arrangements also are often under his coo- 
troul. 

No people in the world are more docile 
and submissive to the order of their magis- 
trates and superiors ; and this ready obe- 
dience was found of the greatest consequence, 
as facilitating in many instances, the ope- 
rations of the campaign. 

They are remarkably sober, and seldom 
indulge in any excess. The men wrapped 
up in long cloaks at all seasons, amuse them- 
f^lves fpr hours in looking out of the win- 
dows, while the women are actively em* . 
ployed in attending to their household con- 
cerns. 

In their demeanour towards strangers and 
each other, they are extremely courteous, 
and it is no uncommon thing to see peasants 
conversing with ^their heads uncovered, in 
token of it^ii wij respects 

The Portuguese have always been consi-* 
dered the most jealous nation in the world, 
and not without reason ; for they keep their 
wives in the greatest restraint, which treat- 
ment is sure to produce avers a '^ *^st. 
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lo general, the >«romen of this country have 
a decent, and most respectable carriage, and 
there is nothing in their exterior appearance 
to proplaim the least improprrety of conduct; 
yet it is well known, they malye amends for 
the tyranny of their husbands, by occasionr 
ally listening, without scruple, to the vows 
of a lover. 
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LETTER XI. 

. ■ - ■ .... » 

• . . . • - y _ , - 

March of the British to the iSouth of Poitug^I.— Mbdiistcrsr of 

- Gnjon, Piabtero, Albegaria Velha, and Ad^.— ^sdt it 

^oitabnu ' ' - \ 

. On the 28tb of May, sQon after day^ 
breaks th^ guar^^ marched from Qpc^rto, 
a.nd befpre noon, the 3d regiment halted at 
the .roo»asiery of Grijcm, in a heautifiil ftud 
finely wooded dtuation, about four wiles 
£rom the: sea^ to. which there is a gentle 
descent. The monks were regular canons 
of the rich order of St. Augustine. At their 
desire, the provisions were given to the Cooks 
of the convent, and about 4 o'clock, the 
officers sat down to dinner in the Refectory. 
The repast was but indifferent, nothing being 
added by the good fathers, who, in excuse, 
pleaded poverty, and alledged the French 
had stript them of every thing. — Next day, 
the brigade halted at Pinhieros, 4 leagues-— 
30th, at Albegaria Velha, 3 leagues — 31st, 
reached Adega, a small town on the banks 
of a beautiful stream. The Coldstream was 
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quartered in the adjacent village of Sardao. — 
On the following day, halted. June th6 
2di the guards marched to Malheada, 2 
leagues and a half distant from Coimbra^ 
where they arrived about 10 q'clock yester* 
day. The men occupy convents, the officers 
are quartered upon the inhabitants, who 
received them with kindness and hospitality. 

The amiable sisterhood of St. Clare^ par- 
took in the general satisfaction, at the inteU 
ligence of Sir Arthur Wellcsl^y's succe^^sful 
operations against the enemy in the Qorth 
of Portugal, as they had felt considerable 
alarm on the first arrival of the French, for 
the saftty^ of their peaceful and splendid 
establishment. 

In a day or two, the British continue their 
march to the South, Abrantes having^ been 
fixed upon as the head quarters of the army « 
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LETTER Xir. 

-Thipugh Coiidfexa and Pombal to Leyria, Otuem.— City of 
. T)iomar.— -Arrive at Puabet^.r-Reflectioiia oa the Campaign 

Ptmkete an the Taguf,lBih June^ 180d, ' 

On the morning of the 6th instant, the 
guards and General Cameron^s brigkde, 
inarched from Coimbra, and passing through 
Condiexa and Pombal as on the former route; 
the guards reached Leyria on the 3d day. 
iBrigadier-General Cameron marched by a 
road to the left of these tmVns. 

On the 9th to Ourem, 4 leagues of a very 
indifferent cross road. The column was de- 
tained considerably by the brigade of artil-^ 
lery : ten horses with difficulty dragged each 
of the guns up the steep bank of the Leyes* 
The Httle town of Ourem is beautifully 
situated on the side of a hill, whose summit 
was crowned by the ruins of an ancient 
Moorish castle. 

. June the 10th, to Thomar, 3 leagues; the 
road as yesterday. This city was for some 
time, the head quarters of the Portuguese 
army, under Marshal Beresford. T" bri- 
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gade was quartered in a fine old convent, 
which i& supplied with water by a superb 
aquaduct, constructed for the purpose by 
Philip the 3d. The churchy which is ap^ 
proacfaed by a noble flight of steps, is a pure 
ajEid costly remain of the Arabesque. It 
contains some beautiful paintings; particu-- 
larly a Magdalen in one of the panneb : the 
wood work of the choir, is cai-ved in a rich 
and inimitable style. 

: On the 11th, the guards arrived i|P the 
small town of Punhete, beautifully situated 
at the confluence of the Zezere with th^ 
Tagus.-^A bridge of boats lay across the 
former river. •♦ : 

The whole of the army has been assembled 
in this neighbourhood ; Major-General Mac^ 
kenzie's division forms the advaiij^e, and 
Colbnel Donkin's brigade has proceeded to 
Gastel-Branco. Reinforcements are daily 
expected from England, and it is the ^i^eral 
opinion, that the commander of the fori^s 
iirtends to advance into Spain ; Victor having 
retired from the frontier towards Madrikjd^ 
Mean time, the most active pi^parationj» are 
making to re-equip thd arn^y for. |iie:fie|dc 
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. . A few reflections natumlly occuf on tb^ 
present situation of affairs. Six weeks^ have 
scarcely elapsed since Sir Ailhiir WeUeslej 
assumed the command of the army. At tki^ 
period, Majrslial Soplt^ with a force of 24,009 
^men, was in possession of Oporto and the 
whole of the north of Portugal ; while Victor^ 
wi^h a superior armyi hung upon the eastern 
frontieri and might b^ expected to interpose 
betwixt the rear of the British and LisbNOi^ 
tlie monaent of their advance beyond th-$ 
Mondega. . Nptwithstandipg this imposing 
attitude of Victor's army, the commander of 
the forces promptly decided on attacking the 
force under Marshal Soult. Leaving a corpf; 
of observation to watch the motions of tfa^ 
former, he directed his principal attention to 
the north; which, in the course of a few 
days, was completely freed from tlie presence 
and dominion of the enemy. After allowing 
his troops a short repose, Sir Arthur Welles- 
ley hajstened to place his army on the line of 
the Tagus; and this operation was eflfected 
with a rapidity which has seldom been equal- 
led, even in the annals of modern warfare. 
Marshal Victor^ on receiving intelli|^nce of 
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Soulfs discomfiture and subsequent retreat 
into Gallida, commenced his march for the 
neighbourhood of Madrid, so that, out of 
the 50,000 French who lateljr threatened and 
infested Portugal not a man is left. It is 
but too much the fiishion, to estimate the 
importance of any enterprise by the loss 
which is incurred in atchiering it ; but this is 
frequently an unjust criterton, certainly not a 
lair one, in r^ard to the services of this 
army, which have been of the most> useful 
and brilliant description, as the result has 
indubitably proved. 

The several brigades of infimtry are now 
formed into 4 divisioi^ under the comnland 
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of the senior general ofBcers with each. 

1st division, Lieutenant-^General Sher^ 
brooke, is composed of— 

The brigade of guards, 
Brigadier-General Cameron*s brigade. 
King's German Legion; 

2d division— 

Major-General Hill, 
Brigadier-General R. Stewart.. 
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3d division — 

Major-General Mackenzie, 
Colonel Donkin^ 

« 

4th division — 

Brigadier-General A* Campbell^ 
Colonel Peacoche. 

• Colonel Peacoche being appointed com^ 
mander of Lisbon, was succeeded in the 
eommand of his brigade by Colonel Kemmis. 
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LETTJJR Xiri. 

Advance qf the British into Spain. — The Guards reach to Castef 
Brancd, through Abnmtes, Cortrgado, Sobrkra Formosa, and 
Sazedas. 

K TuiJ situation of the enemy haying lieeit 
perfectly ascertamed by inteUigeace iroi» 
General Cuesta, Sir Arthur Welleslcy ad* 
vanced with the army from Abrantes oir 
the 28th of June, in several divisions, and 
by different routes; the country through 
which the line of march lay, being unfa-f 
vourable to the movements of large bodies^ 
from the difficulty of procuring supplies. 

The 2d division, under the orders of 
Major-General Hill, and the German legion 
on successive days with the artillery , marched 
along the south bank of the Tagus, which 
they crossed at Villa Velha, by a bridge of 
boats. Brigadier-General A. CampbeHV 
route was on the north side, and the march 
of the guards and General Cameron^s bri- 
gade^ forming part of Lieutenant-Genera:! 
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Sherbrooke's division, was on the direct foatf 
to the frontier by which Junot entered the 
kingdom, and experienced such difficulties^ 
as obliged him to destroy a great tiuniberof 
fiis guns. 

• After a pleasant halt of a fortnight, the*' 
guards marched from Punhete on the *27tl> 
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of June, and reachfed Abrantes, two leagues' 
distant, by o^clock.- — Latter part of the' 
road extremely hilly .-^The 3d regimen t^was^' 
quartered in the convent of ReUgietises ^ 
Si. Clare. ' • - 

* At half-past 1 on the following morning^ 
the getierale beat, and by 3 the column was^ 
formed on the road leading to CastelBrahco;' 
At 9 the troops hal ted and hutted ma/ 
wood of pines near the village of St. Do^ 

* 

»ingo. ^ 

June the 29th the troops ad */anced at thef 
same early hour as on the preceding day ? 
and about 4 halted in the little to^of 
Costipada. This day's march was six leagues^ 
the road very hilly, and the troops in con-*' 
sequence were much fatigued. About -^ 
o'clock a tremendous thunder storm carae^ 
on, accompanied with 1 itning and. heaVy^ 
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rain. Tha Coldstream and General Caine«>, 
ron's brigade halted at Cardagos, seven.v 
miles in the rear. 

June the 30th, at half-past 4 A.M. tlie^ 
3d regiment marched, and about 8 o'clock 
reached the miserable village of Sobriera 
Pormosa, 2 leagues; where being joined by 
the Coldstream* at 1 1 the column advanced 
to Sazedas^ 4 leagues beyond. At 1 the. 
troops defiled through the strong pass of 
Montegordo/ defended by several redoubts, 
and a Portuguese battalion ; and soon after, 
crossed the river Alvito, knee-deep* At 5 
P.M« baited and went into very indifferent 
quarters. The town was completely deserted 
by the inhabitants, who had fled to the 
mountains with all their effects, by order 
of the government, on the French making, 
their appearance at Alcantara. Next day 
the brigade moved out of the town to the 
aide of an adjoining hill, and constructed 
huts. At 3 this morning the guards were 
again on march, and arrived at Castel Branco,, 
3 leagues^ about 11 o'clock. The troops 
were hutted a mile beyond the city. The, 
country around Castel Branco is fcrtile^j^aqcl^ 
abounds in cattle* 
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In general the roads of Portugal are in 
very bad order, and the distances between 
towns computed in an arbitrary manner, as 
the league varies in length from 3 to- 7 
miles.— The patriotic cai^s of the Marquis 
de Pombal for the improvement of his 
i^^ative country, had suggested . the necessity 
of good roads throughout the kingdon^ ; hut 
since that minii&ter*s decease none of his 
many excellent plans have been adopted* / 

The reports current here are^ that. the 
French have concentrated their forces at 
Talayera, to the amount of 45,000 men, of 
which number Joseph Buonaparte had 
brought 6,000 from Madrid^ after pillaging 
the city. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Tbe ffafUk, cate SfMon »t Ztm Mi(jor» aad JM^rivi^at Placcatii^ 
wbtre the whole of the army is eoocei^tnUed. 

PlacemUM, iMk Jkfy, 1800. 

At half-past 1 on the moroiDg of the 5d 
instadt) Xiieutenant*General Sherb^ooke^s 
division tras in motion on the road to the 
frontier^ and about noon halted at Lodiero, 
a Tillage eon^i^ting of a few honses, 4 
leagues distant from CJastel BranccN^the 
toad very good .-^On the march the cotmnn 
forded the Poiisul, xfrhere Junot lost 200 
men^ it being much swoln at the time of 
his advance into Portugal. 

July the 4th. To Zibriera 3 short leagues. 
The troops ^sb^bbbA to bivouac at the end 
of each day's march, and were particularly 
fortunate in having fine weather throughout. 

July the 5th, at half-past 2 A.M. the 
column was in motion^ and after a march of 
2 leagues passed the frontier town of Sal- 
vatierra, situated on an eminence. Soon 
after, fording the small river Elja, which 
here forms the boundary of the two king- 
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doms, the division entered the Spanish ter- 
ritory, and proceedings 6ver an uncultivated 
plain, arrived at Zarza Major, 3 miks from 
the river, about 10 o'cldck* The troops 
went into the huts which had feeen con^- 
stfucted hy Major-Geueral Mackenzie'^s 
'division, a lieagufe beyond the to#n: here 
•they halted until the toormwg of the 7th, 
^hen the divisiidin moved forward about 
S o'clock. ' This day's tnarch' was through a 
delightful country ,^ part of aa ancient royal 
Jforest. At 10 heated aild hutted within 4ii 
mile of the Jbomn of Montalegar, situated 
'On the foai^kfi of the Alktgoii, over which 
there' is a good bndge of J" arches. This 
little place had an appeaianceof cleanliness 
superior to what was visually seen in the 
villages of Portugal ; it had once been for- 
tified, but tiie works wjere now in a ruinous 
rstate. 

July tl>e dtk. At 1 this morning the 
^oluma advanced, and about 8 o'clock 
fiassed through Coria, a town of sonde note, 
and hutted for the night in a wood, about 
a mile beyond. A column of dust on the 
road to Placentia, t 5d the route of 
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General Hill's division. — Coria standi in an 
elevated situation) and about a quaiter of a 
mile distant runs the Allagon^ which an 
earthquake had caused to desert its former 
channel, so that a handsome bridge of 5 
arches is now rendered useless. At the 
entrance of the town is a monastery of 
Franciscans, whose personal appearance cer- 
tainly bespoke the poverty of their order. / 
July the 9th. An hour after midnight 
the generale beat, and the column, left in 
front, passed under an arch of the bridge, 
^nd proceeded on the road to Place&tia. 
At noon the troops forded the Allagon, 
which was attended with some delay, as 
the river runs broad and deep. About 1 
halted and hutted on the side of a hill 
facing the town of Galisteo, at the distance 
of a mile on the south bank of the Xerte. 
The division remained on this ground thie 
two following days. On the 10th a feport 
reached the camp of the Spanbh army, 
commanded by General Blake, having been 
defeated by Suchet. Sir Arthur Wellesley 
had gone from Placentia, accompanied 
by Colonel Murray, Quarter-Master. GJener 
ral, to hold a conference with Cuesta, 
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\f^hose head-quaiters are at Alimaraz, on the, 
Tagus ; his advance under the Duke of 
Albuquerque at ArzJobispo. 

On the 12th of July the division inarched 
to PJacentia, 10 miles of good road. The 
peasantry in this district were employed in 
cutting down the corn. 

The division after crossing the bridge, over 
the Xerte, passed tinder the walls of the 
city to a wood about a league distant, and 
hutted. The whole of the infantry, except 
Major-General Mackenzie's division, which 
continued to form the advance, was assemblea 
on. this ground. 

The city of Placentia has many remains 
of Moorish architecture, particularly the 
great church ; it is completely walled round 
with circular towers at short distances, but 
unprovided with cannon, and the works are 
itiouldering rapidly into decay. The streets 
are narrow, yet the houses are of a good 
stile, and have a pleasing air of cleanliness. 

There are two bridges ov^r the Jlerte, one 
of seven handsome arches. Water is con*- 
veyed into the city by an aqueduct of very 
ancient constructiop. 
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A striking diflference is already perceivecJ 
betwixt the personal appearance and manners^ 
of the Portuguese and Spaniards^ clearly in 
favour of the latter, who seem of a more 
manly cliaracter. 

Provisions are tolerably plentifuly and 
vegetables m abundance. Indeed the dis- 
trict of Placentia is considered one of the 
roost luxuriant in Spain. Wine is brought 
into the camp daily in great (|uantities^ but 
of an inferior quality. — By a wise regulation 
the price of every article is settled by the 
Alcades, and afifixed in the market place ta 
prevent imposition. 

Ice is procured from the mountains^ at the 
foot of which the troops were encamped » 
£ven at this advanced season their tops are 
covered with snow. 

In a valley not far from the city* s^tands^ 
the celebrated Jeroraite convent of St.. Juste, 
into which Charles V. afterx^larming all 
Europe for upwards 'of a^ century ^ by the 
terror of 'his arms, retired^ with a few do- 
mestics to end his days in penitence and 
prayer* 
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This day the 1st battalion of the 48th 
regiment, comQ)9,nded by Xiieiftenant-Colonel 
Donelan, marched into camp in 18 days 
from Lisbon, leaving only four men iSick pn 
the road. 
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LETTER XV. 



i. 



The British form a Juncture withCuesta's Armj, and arrive at 
Talavera de la Reyna.— Position of the French,, and Plan of 
t^ mtended Attack* 

Talavera de la Reyna, tid My^ 1809; 

An hour before day-light, on the 17th of 
Julj, the British quitted Piacentia, and after 
a march of two leagues^ the infantry halted 
near Malpartida de Piacentia, on a plain^ 
^i^re was not a single bush to shelter the 
troops from the scorching heat of the sun* 
Water was very scarce and bad. 

Brigadier General Fane, with the bri^de 
of heavy cavalry, was advanced 2 leagues in 
front. 

July the 18th, the arnjy moved from their 
ground at half-past 3 in the morning, and in 
four hours reached the Tietar, which was 
crossed by a temporary bridge ; the one of 
boats being rendered unserviceable by the 
Spanish peasantry, on the appearance of the 
French. At 2 P. M. the troops halted^ and 
hutted close to the river. The commander of 
the forces, with his staff, passed the cpliimu 
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to Mayadssj a sm^li village about a mile be- 
yond. General Cqesta's army crossed the 
Tagus this morning at. Almara^i according to 
the plafA of. operations . cppcerted betwixt 
him and Sir Arthur Wellesley. And Sir 
Robert Wilsop, T^jboste corps had hitherto 
preceded the advance of the British^ moved 
by a road to the - left, after passing the 
Tietar. 

A little wine was this day brought into 
camp by the peass^ntity, but nothing besides/ 

July the 19th, the army was again in mo- 
tion before day^light, and proceeded until 
noon along the banks of the Tietar, in a line 
parallel with the march of the Spanish army. 
The heat of the sun had been extreiflely op- 
pressive for these three days past. After a 
march of twelve hours, the troops halted iii 
a beautiful wood, near the village of Centi- 
nello. It was generally understood, that the 
French out-poSts were at the distance of 
only 3 leagues from the advance of the Bri- 
tish under Major General Mackenzie, who, 
supported by General Fane's brigade of heavy 
cavalry^ was about three miles in front of the 
main body. . . 
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By the latest inforiiiation received of tht 
enemy, it (tppeared that Victor had made tb6 
following disposition of his forces, amount-^ 
ing, according to repolt, to abont 30,000 
men. 

^ His advanced guard of cavalry occupied 
the city of Talavera de la Reyna. 
« His right flanked by a rising ground, aiid 
secured by heavy artillery, rested upon the 
Alberche, which prt)tect*d his frOnt; the line 
being extended along the banks of that ritet 
to -the Tagus, and eastward in the direction of 
Toledo ; in the neighbourhood of which citj) 
Venegas, who had been detached by Cuesta^ 
with 18^000 men, was directed to arrive 6ti 
the 24th instant* 

The intended plan of attack was formed oii 
this information. 

General Cuesta's army supported by the 
British cavalry, was to force the bridge over 
the Alberche, and attack the left of the^enemy 
whilst the British infantry forded the river in 
front, and endeavoured to turn his right* 

Venegas, after gaining possession of Toledo; 
in which the enemy was supposed to have 
left a very inconsiderable force, was i6 pass 
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the TAjgus, and f^ace himself betwixt Madrid 
and the rear of the Fremrh army,^(>-o[>ewiting 
if possiblei with Sir Rpbert WiLaon, who had 
been for some days at Escalona, with the Lusi«« 
tanian legion, consi$ting of 2000 infantiys 
500 cavalry, and a few fieW pieces. Siy Ro-, 
bert had succeeded in opening a cpmpnunicaf 
tion with tlie capital. 

July the 20th, the army moved forward at 
3 in the morning ; and oq leaving the wood^, 
entered a long extensive plain, wh^ch res^^he^ 
to Oropesa, 6 leagues distant.. Abput 4 
o'clock the column halted a mile beyond 
the town, after a nwst fatiguing; nj^arch., A 
strong piquet of French . cavalry had beei* 
here on the preceding evening ; and at their 
departure this mornings they plundered the. 
town, and carried off all the bread. and win0, 
they could find* 

In the course of this afternoon, CuestaV 
advanced guard entered Oropesa, and the 
junction of the two armies was effected. 

July the 21st, the generale beat at the 
usual early hour, but after the tioops were 
under arms, the march was suspended to 
give time for the Spanish aroiy to take a 
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position in front of the British. Aboirt 
half-past 10 o'clock the army of Estrema^ 
dura halted to refresh, at the distance of 
half a league, in number 35,000, including 
7000 cavalry. The infantry appeared strong 
able bodied men, but deficient in discipline. 
They are the same troops who behaved so 
well at the battle of Medellin, on which oc- 
casion the conduct of the infantry Was cool 
and resolute, and they positively turned the 
left wing of Victor's army ; but the cavalry 
gave way when their services were most 
wanted. 

•At 4 in the afternoon the whole of thp 
troops were drawn out, and General Cuesta, 
with his adjutant-general O'Donaghue, ac- 
companied by Sir Arthur Wellesley and his 
staff, reviewed the British line. 

The Spanish leader appeared an iniirfn old 
man, so much so that he is obliged to be 
Kfted into his saddle; and as he cannot re- 
main long at a time on horseback, an ancient 
family coach drawn by 6 mules, is ini con- 
stant attendance. 

* General Cuesta is said to possess tlie ed- 
tire confidence of his troops, and this may 



77 

be the reason why he has been selected to 
command an army of patriots^ which ought 
to have an officer of youth, vigour, and 
talent at its. head. The Duke of Albuquerque 
who commands the cavalry, is esteemed an 
active officer, zealous in the cause of his 
country. Report speaks highly of the mili- 
tary talents of General O'Donaghue* . 

This morning the combined army was in 
motion before day-break, and advanced 
along the extensive plain towards Talavera. 
Few officers had ever previously seen so large 
a body acting as if by one impuhe^ and 
marching in one direction. It was in truth a 
sublime and magnificent spectacle, and thct . 
occasion was calculated to excite the most 
exalted ideas in a soldier's bosom. 

About 6 o'clock a heavy cannonade com- 
menced in front, and continued at intervals 
until 3 in the afternoon ; a little before which 
the combined army bivouaccd within a mile 
and a half of Talavera, whence the enemy 
was dislodged in the course of the morning, 
by the advance of the British and Spaniards. 
^J'he French cavalry retreated over the Al- 
J>erche closely pursued. 
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LETTER XVI. 

i 

The Combtn«d Army moves from fhc Wooi of OKt«s, to the 
Baaks of the Albercbe.— Rdieat 'of Manhtl Violor.^Britiill 
Out-pofU at CaseleKas. — ^The Spaniards occqpj -Santa Qlalla. 

Talaverti de h Reymi, nth M^, IBM. 

ExACTif at 4 in the morning of the 28d 
instent, the several divisions of the army 
moved oil t of the wood in which th^y had 
reposed the preceding night, and Wef6 
halted almost immediately afterwards* At 
8 o'clock the troops agairt^ advanced, and 
about noon, arrived near thertiins of an 
old convent, within ^ miles of the Alberche, 
on the opposite bank of which the ^emy 
was posted in force, when an order was 
given for the British to return to their former 
ground.' This unexpected movement ocea^ 
sipped a variety of reports arid - surmises. 
my some it was said, that Sir Arthui* Wel- 
lesley and Cuesta had disagreed, and -the 
Spaniards were averse to engage on ft Sim-- 
day; others asserted- that the preparations 
of the latter, were not cotnplfefe, ^«rtid that 
he waited for ammunition : however; -it vtm 
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generally understood, that the position of 
the French was to be attacked on the fol- 
lowing morning. 

An hour after midnight, on the 24th of 
Jnly, the army assembled without beat of 
drum, »nd advanced left in fVont/ in silence 
and with the most perfect regularity to the 
expected aUack. About 6 the guards 
arrived within sight t>f the Alberche, when 
they perceived with surprise, that the Miemy 
bad abandoned his position, and was in full 
retreat. The commander of the forces^ and 
Lieutenant General Sherbrooke had passed 
the Alberche with a considerable body of 
cavalry, and Major General Mackenzie's 
division of infantry, and hung on the rear of 
fehe enemy's retiring columns. The advance 
of the British halted at the village of Case^ 
legas, 1 league beyond the Alberche. Cuesta 
pushed forward 'bi$ out^posts, 2 leagues fur^- 
thet to Santa Olalla, late the head-c[uarters 6f 
Marshal Victor. 

After baiting for orders until noon, during 
which interval, the officers crossed the "^60 n^^. 
\» see tl«e French huts, which were remarks 
able for their neatn ilarity ; the 




ao 



troops ipeturaed to their former position^ on, 
the Wood of Olives. It was now a subject 
of general regret that the French had not 
been attacked on the preceding day, cten 
without the co-operation of the Spaniards*. 
Wiiatever was the real cause of this retro* 
gade movement, the disappointment of the. 
troops at not being led against the enemy^ 
whom they had made so many harassing; 
marches to come up with, was very appa* 
rept. An advance however, at. the present 
moment, was doubtless rendered either unne*. 
cessary or impracticable from circumstances^ 
which were known only to the commander 
of the forces. Indeed the difficulty of pro- 
curing supplies for so large an army might 
have proved an insuperable obstacle. So 
far hitherto, had success attended the move- 
ments of the allies, that the eijemy found 
himself compelled to quit his position on the 
Alberche, which the appearance of Cuesta's 
force alone would never have efected*r 

In the course of this day, the ccmduct of 
the Spanish leader was very generally com-*^* 
men ted upon. He Avas considered u man of 
strict honour, and to possess an invincible- 
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hatred to the French ; but his .dilatory and 
n^lf digested measures did not seem calcu-* 
l^ted to be of much service to his country. 
, Tala^vera de la Reyna, is a large town \*^ith 
sevei'al baudsome streets, but an air of deso-' 
lation and ruin reigned throughout; many of 
the houses were desertedj^ and th^e appearance 
of the whole place presented a sad pi6tuf e^ of 
the ravages of m^bx^ which seejijed to h^ve' 
been in a peculiar rnanner ^nflict^d oh this^ 
c^evoted tqwn. Tl^e French troop§ during' 
their stay J h^d b^ ^n guilty of the greatest ex- 
cesses ; a number of houses were f^ompletelj^ 
destroyed, ai^d the furniture b,urnt for fuel. 
In every quarter were to be seen rharks of 
the devastation they had committed, which 
must have imprinted a lasting hatred in the 
minds of the unfortunate inliabitants. Even 
the satisfaction felt by those who remained in 
the town at being delivered from an enemy 
who had caused them so much misery and 
vc xation, could not prevent an air of melan- 
choly from appearing in their countenances 
on viewing the destruction of property and 
the havoc made on all sides. The Plaza de 
Toros, where the bull-fights and other exhi- 
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bitions were held, was now a scene of the 
greatest desolation. In contemplating the spot 
where the Spaniards enjoyed their national 
amusements, it was impossible not to feel 
regret at the sad change that had taken 
place. 

The cathedral, , a handsome modern build- 
ing, remained uninjured ; the French being 
contented with carrying off the splendid oma^ 
ments used in their ceremonies of religion. 
A very fine altar-piece by Murillo, excited 
universal admiration. In the church of St. 
Antonio, the enemy destroyed every things 
and converted it into a barrack for infantry. 
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LETTER XVH. 

Battle of TaJavcria*— Positions of the Respective Annks.— The 
Enemy foiled in his repeated Attempts to turn the left of tlie 
British makes a Grand Attack upon the right and centre.-^^ 
General Sherforooke's Divbion advances to the charge with 
bayonets. — The Brigade of Guards having advanced too fiir 
under a heavy ^re, sustain a considerable loss, and retire, covered 
by the first battalion of the 48th Regiment. The French retreat 
during the night. — On the following morning General Robert 
Crawford's Brigade of Light Infantry arrived. 

Talavera dt la Reyna, 2^h Jvl^f, 1809. 

On the 26th instant, a heavy cannonade 
commenced soon after day-light, and con- 
tinued until 4 in the afternoon, when the 
commander of the forces, who had rode out 
at an early hour, returned from the field in 
high spirits. The action was betwixt the ad- 
vance of the French and the Spanish out-posts, 
which fell back upon the position heretofore 
occupied by the enemy on the Alberche. 
The Spaniards lost from 3 to 400 in kil- 
led and wounded; several of the latter were 
brought into Talavera in the course of the 
afternoon^ 
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The cannonade was renewed next morn^ 
ing, the 27th; and the Spaniards, covered 
by the British ca\'alry and Major-General 
Mackenzie's division of infentry, continued 
to retire upon the town. As the day ad-- 
vanced, the intention of the enemy to try 
the issue of a general engagement became 
no longer doubtful ; and about 3 P. M. his 
columns, which moved forward a'fter crossing; 
the Alberche with great rapidity, having 
approached within 2 leagues of Talavera, 
the several divisions of the British army 
were placed in the positions previously cho-- 
s:en, where they remained awaitmg the at- 
tack. 

Brigadier-General Alexander Campbell^ 
with two brigades of infantry, was posted 
on the right, near an unfinished redottbt;. 
the Guards, General Cameron's brigade,^ 
and the King's German Legian, formed the 
centre, under Lieutenant-G^eneral Sher- 
brookie, and Major-General HiH's divisionr 
exteivdtd along tlie rising grounds on the 
lefi:; flanked by a heavy battery. Mtiijor-^ 
Geheral Mackenziei Avho commanded the 
advance, had previously withdrawn- hi* 
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troops afUrithe whole of the Spaniards, re^ 
crossed the Alber<^he; and this movement 

••• ! • .1..-.-: -f 

was executed with the utmost judgment an4 
-abihty by that gallant offio^r. His division 
ibrraed a second line in re^r pf the centre. 
. The cavalry was cc^ipnianded Ijy LieU'* 
tenant-Geyeral Payi;^* Major7General Cot- 
tons light bri^de, .supported the right a^nid 
x::entre, BrigadierrGeneral A^nspn's and t Jjf 
lieavy brigade under General Fane, were on 
the left. 

Brigadier-General ^Howarth conjmajnded 
the royal artillery, . and the several bp-tteries 
were under the superintendance of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels Robe and Framlinghaqi. 

The ground in front af the British was 
principally open, but intersected with roads 
leading to the town, and the bed of a 
small river, which had }}een formed by the 
winter torrents, and was at present dry. 

The Spanish infantry formed in two lines, 
and supported by the king's regiment of ca- 
v».lry, were posted behind the mud enclo- 
sures of the olive grounds and vipeyards, 
^ex tending from the right of General Alex- 
ander Campbell's position, to t^ie 3ubur|» 
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and town it Falavpnu Ttuch tiiev siso oc* 
cnpief}, liann^ their nscht tisnked by the 

The Duke ot Albuanefrrue was in rear 
of the lett t)t the ^Tiroie line, ^rrtfa the main 
body of the Spanish cavnhrr, .md Lientenant- 
General Don Luis Bassecourt was snbse- 
rfuenttv placed \nth ;ibour j.OOO li^bt troops 
in the \^ler beioir tie leit <jf the Brrtisfa» 
to keep in cheeky x hodr alf the enemy ^o 
appcar«*d in the mountains beyond, which 
were, howex'er, iit too iireat a distance to 
have any etifect upon the impending col^* 

The Spanish army was commanded by 
Ciiesta, Gen^Til in chiej,. and the several 
divisions of innintry were under the orders 
of Lietitenant-GcTxerais Don Finncisco de 
fi^ia, secnnd in rommaud, tiie jfaittnis 
dd Partaco, Don S..itaet Mariano, and Don 
Juan de BEenestrosa. 

The FrKicli army, in number neariy 50^000 
jrtrong, was commanded by Harshal Vlfrlwr, 
Mmfited by Marshal Jourdain and GemaniL 
Sf^bastiani, undi?r the direction of Joseph 
Saooaparte, in person. 
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About half-past 6 o'clock, . the jeuejiij 
speared in considerable force on the heights 
opposite the centre of the British hne, and 
opened a heavy cannonade of shot and shells, 
which was instantaneously returned from the 
principal battery placed on a commanding 
eminence in the rear of General Hill's divi- 
sion. At the same time, the French made 
a vigorous attack on the left, where after a 
most obstinate conflict, they were completely 
repulsed at the point of the bayonet. The 
€nemy also pushed forward several corps of 
infantry, supported by a strong division of 
cavalry on the right, with a view of carrying 
the town of Talavera, in which object he 
failed, and was driven hack by the fire from 
the Spanish batteries. The cannonade con- 
tinued on both sides until dusk. 

In the course of tlie night the enemy madei 
a second assault upon the height; from 
. whence, after gaining a momentary possession 
he was dislodged by General Hill, with pro- 
digious slaughter. 

At 2 in the morning the Spanish line was 
alarmed at all points, by the approach of the 
pjierny's light troops^ who were received with 
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Vi Drisk discharge of musquetry, which ceased 
in about 10 ininutes, when the silence of niglit 
again prevailed on tlieficfd of battle. 

At length day-light broke upon'the con- 
tending armies, who were drawn up opposite 
^to eiach other in the positions* they respectively 
occupied at the beginning of the action on 
the precedrng evening. About 6 the en- 
gagement was renewed, and coritinued with- 
out intermission, until 11 b^clock, when'tb'e 
firing ceased, as if by mutual consent, ^fdr 
liearly three hours, during which interval, 
th§ French appeared to be employed in 
cooking, and the Britisli ai'ray reposed oh 
the ground, seemingly regardless of the 
enerny's presence. It was at this tinie also 
the wounded were carried oft' to the rear, 
and while engaged in this painful duty, the 
^British and French soldiers shook hands with 
each other, and expressed their admiration 
of the gallantry displayed by the troops of 
both nations. The principal efforts of tlie 
French throughout the morning were a^in 
directed upon the left ; but Major-General 
lEIill successfully repelled every attempt to 
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"birti ills position, and obliged the eneniy to 
rctirie with Considerable loss, 

Sir Arthur W^llesley with his stttff, ob- 
'served the progress of the battle on a height 
to the left bf the ^British line. From this 
point he witnessed every movement that 
was made, and in the midst of the hottest 
fire issued the necessary orders with his 
'characteristic coolness and judgment. Two 
of his Aides-de-Carap, Captains Bourerte 
and Burgh, were wounded by his side. -^ 

At 1 V. M. ' the enemy was observed bring- 
ing up fresh troops and forming his columns, 
Apparentl}'' for the purpose of renewing the 
action ; and in fact about 2 o^clock, the 
French again advanced under a heavy cannon- 
ade, and made a general attack upon the 
whote of the position occupied by the 
British. 

The enemy *s attacking columns on the 
'irigbt had arrived within a short distance of 
the unfinished redotibt, when General Ale:?- 
ander Campbell made a vigorous charge with 
his division, supported by two battalions of 
Spanish infantry, and drove them batk with 
Hhe liGiss of their artillery. 
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Tlie efforts of the enemy on the left were 
equally unsuccessful as before, and a chargp 
made by Brigadier-General Anson with the 
23d light dragoons and German hussars, upon 
a solid column of infantry, although attended 
with a severe loss to the former regipient, had 
the effect of checking their further advance 
in that direction. \^^ 

.Meanwhile the centre was warmly engaged. 
Exactly at ^3 o'clock several heavy columns 
advanced upon thi« point, and deployed with 
the utmost precision into line as they entered 
the plain, which lay betwixt the heights 
. occupied by the hostile armies. This wa,s 
the grand attack, ^nd on the first indication 
of the enemy's intention, General Sher- 
brooke gave directions that liis division 
should prepare for the charge. At this 
awful moment all. was silent, except a few . 
guns of the enemy, answered by the .Britisl) 
artillery on the hill. The French came qi|f 
over the rough and broken ground io tlu^ 
valley, in the most imposing manner arid 
with great resolution, and were met by tl^ 

» 

British with their usual undaunted firmness. 
As if with one accord the division advanced 
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against the enemy, whose ranks were speedily 
broken, and thrown into confusion by a weU 
directed volley. The impetuosity of the 
soldiers was not -to be repressed; and the 
'brigade on the immediate left of the guards 
being halted, that flank from its advanced 
situation in the eagerness of pursuit, became 
exposed tinjjf}ie enemy, who had already 
given way, and deserted his guns on the 
hill in front, until observing this part of the 
line unsupported, the French rallied, and 
returned . with increased numbers to their 
attack upon the centre, 

Brigadier-General Harry Campbell now 
gave orders for the guards to retire to their 
original position in Une, and the 1st battalion 
of the 48th regiment was directed to cover 
this movement by the Commander of Ihc 
Forces, who saw and provided for every 
emergency during the tremendous conflict. 
I'oiled at all points, the French withdrew the 
remains of the columns which had been un- 
successfully opposed lo the centre ; they 
however continued the fire of their artillery, 
and the engagement which had been renewed 
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this moniing with the rbiiig of tbetsun^ cejaaej 

•only with its setting. 

About 6 in the evening, the Jong dry grass 

'having caught fire, the flames spread rapidly 
over the field of action, and consmne^ tin 
their fatal progress nun>bers of thede^d-and 

'^rounded. 

A dim and cheerless mood tbpew a feint 

■^lustreovcr the surrounding objects after the 
t^lose of diUy* Small parties were sent. out 

'to bring in :tlie .wounded ; the enemy .w^s 

iemployed in a similar manner, and hadinade 
large fires along the whole front qf his ex- 
tensive line. 

The troops lay upon their arms this.secoiKl 

' night, without provisions of any kind?-rrW,ater 

i even was scarce. It was fully expected : that 
the French would renew the attack in the 
morning, but they retired under cover of the 
night, leaving in the hands of the British 
20 pieces of artillery, and some prisoners. 
Their rear guard, consisting of cavalry >ialp»e 
remained on the right bank of the / All)erche 
at day-break. The retreat was certainjy 
conducted with ability, and was not gen^irally 
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known in the British aruiy until long after 
the enemy had al^andoned his .position. 

This brilhant victory, over ah enemy so 
ipfiUitely superior in numbers, has not beeriT 
achieved witJhout a considerable hosti both of 
valuable officers and men. That of the 
enemy, however, to judge from the appear- 
ance of the field,, must be immense. 

Soon after 8 o'clock, the Britisli quitted 
their positions in the field, and again hutted 

in the Wood of Olives/ About 9 the lieitit' 

... , . - • , * •. ^- » 

brigade under General Robert Crawford ar- 
rived, having marched 12 Spanish league* in 
the preceding 24 liours. 
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and town of Talavera, which they also oc- 
cupied, having their right flanked by the 
Tagus. 

The Duke of Albuquerque was in rear 
of the left of the whole line, with the main 
body of the Spanish cavalry, and Lieutenant- 
General Don Luis Bassecourt was subse- 
quently placed with about 3,000 light troops 
in the valley below fhe left of the British, 
to keep in check, a body of the enemy who 
appeared in the mountains beyond, which 
were, however, at loo great a distance to 
have any effect upon the impending con- 
test. 

The Spanish army was commanded by 
Cuesta, General in chief, and the several 
divisions of infantry were under the orders 
of Lieutenant-Generals Don Francisco de 
Eguia, second in command, the Marquis 
del Partago, Don Rafael Maglano, and Don 
Juan de Henestrosa. 

The French army, in number nearly 50,000 

strong, was commanded by Marshal Victor, 

assisted by Marshal Jourdain and General 

. Sebastiani, under the direction of Joseph 

Buonaparte/ in person. 
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digious slaughter. 
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alarmed at all poinU , l/^ i *•* ^^^^ 
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magi^rates to he a true patriot ; to a cer«* 
tainty Joseph, ia off, but whether to Alad^id; 
or Toledo this officer does not know. It is 
equally certain tbat a strong divii^ion w^ 
• sent off (m the evenin<; of the.SIQth, to sostain 
Toledo, . 

S cbas tiani had a command in the battle, 
and Marshal Jourdain remained with Josepb 
Buonaparte until he quitted the field. Victor 
commanded under the immediate direction of 
Joseph. 

The French army is in the e^reatest distress 

for provisions, and the troops have had little 

bread from the day they were first driven out 

of Talavera, and none from the 27th untit 

the 31st, when four thonsand pounds of bis- 

cuit arrived from Madrid, and a farther supf- 

ply was expected, but is supposed to hav6 

' ■* 
been taken. The whole of the French from 

Victor down to the lowest soldier, are dis- 

contented with the war in vSpain, and all wish' 

to return to their own country. 

On the arrival of Joseph on the 27th, he 

publicly reproached Victor, for not having 

beaten or taken the British and Spanish armies 

already, and assured the army that 1tbi§, 
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should be done on the 28thi He wias seen 
on the evening of that day retirihg from thfc 
field, the picture of mdiEinchbly aiad disap- 
pointmerit. 

This prisoner heard Victor siy, on the 
afternoon of the 28th, that hfe felt himself 
abandoned by Soult. On the 30th it tdras 
kno>\n m the Freiich army that the latter 
was coming round by Placenti^ with 12,000 
men. 

When the tfoops came from Toledo to join 
Victor, there were oiily 1500 left in that 
city, and Joseph withdrew the whole of the 
garrison from Madrid, except ^out 3000 
men, of whoni a part were stationed in the 
fort of El Retiro. 

It caused much constemiation in the French 
afrny to hear, during the engagement j that 
Toledo wlas bombarded by Venegas, (whose 
operations were Restrained by an order of 
the Junta,) and that the British had been 
reinforced by General Cfawford*s division. 

General Morlot was killed, and Lapice 
received a mortal wound on the 28tb, of 
which he died the next day. An immense 
number of, Colonels and Field Officers were 

n 
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killed ^nd wounded ; and the oldest soldiers 
in the Freijph army declared the day after 
the action that they had never seen more de- 
termiiaed fighting ; and all agreed that in the 

. war with Spain this was the first time th^ 
had jnet )vith soldiers. They, wondered 
where the Spaniards >vere ; as their p^ition 
was covered with wood, our allies were' not 
seen bv the French. . .,. 

, The; sick and wounded of the ^vmy are in 

;^ a shocking state f and this prisoner thinks the 
retreat i$ suspended to give as much time as 

c possible tp send away the wounded, which, is 
almost impracticable, as they have scarcely 
any means of conveyance. 

All letters frona France are opened by 
orfler of Joseph Buonaparte,, and^.thojse 
burned which contain bad news. The Freach 
army, however, has heard of Napoleon's 
defeat ip Austria. , , 

The report of this day is, that Marshal 
Soult is advancing with 12 or ] 5,000 men on 
FUcentia^ fronx which he was only 10 leagues 

, distant on the 30th ultimo. 
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LETTER iXIX, 



* Rf trea^ 9f the Coil|^>jnt«( Army^ f^^ the ^thBapk of. the ^Tagus.— 
f , Pfirtiqulars of therMai|ch.-^ue8ta resi£:ns his Commaml.— The 
British Prlspnen of War treated with great liumanity *by 
^ Marshal Mortier. • 

^ B(mh rfthe Eimonle, I4ik August^ 1 809. 

It is now nece^sAry to tura from a con- 

. sideration of tjiie sp^endic} victory obtaiaed 

, over the troops of France, on the plains of 

; T^a vera, to ^ relation of the events which 

caused a gallant and, successful British army 

tQ retire precipi,tately, from the scene of their 

. lat^ tfiumphs, and. act upon the defensive. 

JDuring j[he.^i;ay,of the army at Talayera, 

. both beforie and after th^ action, the suppljes 

, Cjf every ^ind h^d^b^en very insufficient, and 

. the inhabitants of that town evinced no 

J : disppsition to. relieve the wants of the British, 

and to,, accommodate the sick and waiinded. 

Their : remoivaL .from .^Tal^vera \ therefore, 

was become an object of too much interest 

to be any longer delayed, particularly, as 

by Marshal Soult's arrival at Placenlia, 

H 2 
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the provisions expected from that quarter^ 
and for which arrangements were made by 
the commissariat, bad fallen into the enemy's 
hands i 

On the morning of the 3d of August, the 
British army moved from Talavera ; but for 
an hour after the troops were under arms, 
they remained uncertain, whether it was 
Sir Arthur Wellesley's intention to advance 
upon Madrid, or proceed against Marshal 
Soult, in the contrary direction. Their 
doubts, however, were soon at an end, for 
on leaving the Wood of Olives, the army 
began to retrace its former steps, and about 
2 in the afternoon again halted near the town 
of Oropesa. Although by this retrogade 
movement, the British were of necessity 
compelled to leave behind a considerable 
number of their sick and wounded, yet less 
aexiety was felt on this account, as they 
relied on the Spaniards keeping Victor in 
check, should he, on being informed of Sir 
ArthurWellesley's departure, again attempt to 
advance : besides, under any circumstances^ 
it would not have' beeix consistent With 
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humanity, to have attempted the removal 
of more of the sick and wounded than were 
really brought; offl . * 

Cuesta, whose force remained nearly entire, 
having taken little share in the action, 
promised to maintain, the position which the 
British had so successfully defended, but 
in a few hours after their march, the Spanish 
leader abandoned his post, and, with the 
whole of his army, followed the route of the 
British . 

This conduct of General Guesta, increased 
the embarrasments of the situation in which 

» - • 

the British army was already placed by 
Marshal Soult's arrival at Placentia, and all 
hopes of any effectual co-operation being 

now at an end, the commander of the forces 

... , 

determined to withdraw his troops over the 
bridge of Arzobispo, with a view of covering 
Saville and the South of Spain* and at the 
same time, to preserve the communication 
open with Lisbon. 

In pursuance of these objects, on the 
following morning the march was resumed, 
and after having experienced considerable 
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diffidulties and* privations, the Wholfe'of the ' 
Britisli* arrtiy arrived in the valley' w'atei^d'' 
by the Elmonte, on the 1 1th iiistah^. 

Allhoiigh there can be no plealsiire^ in 
dwelling on the particulars of a liiarcK p€f^' 
fbrmed utfder such circirmstatices, yet, p*iri^- 
haps, a detail of the daily progress made^ by 
the British trdops, through these inhospitable' 
mountains, iflay prove somewhlat iriteresftiiig. 

At rfay-birfeak on the 4th msta'nt, the tiwps' 
were under arms, but did not move from 
the ground on which they bitouaced .lihtil 
9 o'clock. A very small quantity of bread' 
was issued to the army, which then maithed 
dfown 2 leagues to the bridge of Arzobispo^ 
arid crossing the Tagus, halted*for the ni^t;* 
on the opposite bank. It was reporttedi^ 
that the Spaniards on the approach df thfe' 
enemy, had removed the bridge of Almaraz; 
and many expected the one at this pliacfe' 
would have been destroyed, the more efifeci?^* 
ually to secure the rear. - * 

August the 5th. The tfobps advaiiced 6 
Ifeagties over a difRctilt country, kntl ftbobt 
4 m tlie aftei^no'on bivoudced on a hill ni&ili^ 
the village of Valdela Cosa. 
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August the 6th. This day's march 3 
Jeagues only was through a mountainous 
district. About noon, the column halted 
in a romantic spot, near' thtf small river 
D'lbor. Several working parties Were em«- 
ployed in dragging the artillery* "up the 
heights until a late hour. ' 

August the 7th. The country, this day, 
was even more mountainous and rugged Ihaii 
that through which the arcby passed yes- 
terday, consequently little 'prft^'ess was 
made. The heat wks excessive, add ^he 
troops began to sink under their fetigues. 
The army had been without bread on the 
5th arid pth. A small quantity of flour was 
received yesterday, but no wine could be 
procured to raise the drooping spirits and 
recruit the exhausted strength of the soldiers. 
Among other reports of the day, it wa;s said, 
that an officer had crossed the Tagtis, atitd 
observed the march of the French oVertHfe 
plain, in the direction of Arzobispo. 

August the 8th. Althoiigb the troops 
assembled at 4 in the riibrhing^ yet the march 
was deferred neai^ly 5 hours, to give ^the 
artillery time to ascend the heights .•i-A boot 
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noon, halted on the banks t>f a small stream^ 
H league from Dele^tosa. The villages 
through which the British had passed, since- 
leaving Arzobispo, were nearly deserted and 
ruinous.— ^Not one article of the necessaries 
of life could be procured in any of them, 

August the 9th. At 5 tlie troops were in 
njotion.— About 8 o'clock passed the town 
of Deleytosa, and halted 2 miles beyond,^ 
in a wood on the left of the town of Truxillo, 
situated on a hill, apparently at the distance 
of 6 leagues. 

A very inadequate proportion of flour aqd 
biscuit was issued yesterday, but the troops 
received a tolerable supply of the latter this 
morning. 

Marshal Soult, after making an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to force the bridge of 
Arzobispd, passed the Tagus with a body of 
cavalry, at a ford about 2 miles above, and 
surprised the Spaniards in their position. 
The latter retreated, after a slight resistance, 
pursued by the French. It was feared, the 
whole of their artillery would fall into the 
enemy's hands. The Duke of Albuquerque^ 
had arrived at head quarters* 
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In the general orders of this day, the arxnjr 
was informed, that the charge of three-pence 
per diem only would be made to thbse troops 
who had not received their rations regularly, 
since the 22d of July. During the niarch, 
a number of bullocks, sheep and goats were 
driven forward for the daily consumption of 

the army. The provisions were cooked over- 

• • . ■ » 

night for the following day, and being divided 
into messes, each man carried his dinner in 
his tin. This was in gefteral the arrange- 
ment throughout the campaign, 

August the 10th. This day the troops 
halted, but were kept in readiness to move at 
g. moment's notice. It was asserted, that the 
French were marching to the South, by the 
way of Guadaloupe. 

August the 11th, Yesterday's halt proved 
extremely serviceable, from the repose it 
aflforded to the troops and to the horses of the 
artillery, whose labours had been very severe 
for some days past— The Spaniards indeed 
declared, that the road by which the army 
inarched over the mountains, was imprac- 
ticable, but, contrary to their opinion, th^ 
whole of the artillery and stores were ultimaielf 
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fia^tigu^, anid th/e. trpqpsA in sesyepl places, were 
obliged to. drag the guns and animunitioii 
waggpnsc up tl\e beigi\ts. 

The troops njipved off tl^eir ground a^ djyr- 
light, and about eight o'clock, came u|>on the 
high road from Madrid to Cadiz, one of tlie 
best in Europe. ; shortly afterwards passed the 
iniined village of laracejo, where are the 
remains of a Moorish castle, and halted about. 
i)iid-day oq the banks of the Elmonte.— Head^ 
quarters at laracejo. 

Marshal Soult is as^ain in Placentia, and 
his Qut^pQsts at Coria. Some British soldiersf, 
who were left sick in that city, fell into his 
hands, but have sine? made their escape, and 
arrived at Zarza Major, where Marshal 
Beresford is at present, with the two brigades 
of infemtry, under the conimand of Generals 
Lightburne, and Catlin Crawford. Sir 
R. Wilson has retired into Portugal, after a 
severe action with part of Ney*s corps, neai: 
the Pass of Banos. The French have their 

• - \ ' ■ . 

piquets on the right bank of the Tagiis, oppo- 
site to Alroaraz, vhere General Robert Craw- 
ford 19 stationed with a division in advance. 
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His men bathe in the river, and exchange 
civilities with the^ enee^) witly)ut receiving 
the smallest molestation. 

Cuesta haS'thought proper- to resign the 
comimand of hm acita^^ and is succeeded by 
Getfeial: Egaia^ 

By the courtesy oi Marshal Morti6r> wh&. 
commands at Talayera^ accojiBts havss boeii/ 
received of' the womided. He has: placed^ 
sentries over the quarters of tlie officers and 
hospitals, to prevent any) of their p^peitifrr 
being pillaged, and has advanced moneji to 
some outof his own pocket* 
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LETTER XX. 

TnuuUo.— Tonb of Putarro, 4cc. 

This morning, soon after day-bres^, the 
Ist and 4th divisions of the army quitted the 
valley d'Elmonte, in which they had halted, 
since the 11th instant, and after a. march of 
4 leagues, reached Truxilio^ close, to vhich^ 
the troops bivouaced for the night. . : , 
^ Truxillo was formerly a town of some note, 
but is now only famous for having been the 
birth-place of Pizarro, at whose house, in 
the square, the commander of the forces 
fixed his head-quarters. In the church of 
Santa Anna stood the monument erected to 
his memory, which was entirely demolished 
by the French. Small pieces of agate, of 
which the warrior's tomb had been con- 
structed^ lay scattered about. Adjoining to 
the church is a deserted nunnery, and a little 
t)eyond, the ancient Moorish castle, now a 
heap of ruins. 

Mr. Dillon of the Commissariat, who 
was taken prisoner by the French on the 
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27th ult. at Casalegasy and subsequently 
effected his exchange, arrived this day from 
Talavera. This gentleman brings pleasing 
accounts of the wounded^ who receive the 
most humane treatment from the enemy. 
The British prisoners.are allowed to have the 
first choice of all articles brought into the 
market; and in every possible, way, theii; 
comfort and accommodation has been iO'* 
variably attended to. 
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It6uter of the^ British to * M^TMa.*-4§liort i accofuit ^ .Hm.Bcwui 
. . ' Antiqmtiei in tliat pity. . 

' On \X\A SIst instant, ' the division maKbed 
•3 leagues td the village bf'CasaS' del. Puerto 
-^e Santa Ouz. 

August the 22d, to Mayadas,^ ^ileaguvs, 
sub Jove as usual. — On the following morn- 
ing, the division arrived about noon on the 
banks of the Guadiana, and halted opposite 
Medellin, at the foot of a handsome bridge 
of twenty arches. This day's march was 
nearly 4 leagues. Two miles from the town 
is the field where a severe engagement was 
fought, in April last, betwixt the French 
army, under Marshal Victor, and the army 
of Estremadura, commanded by General 
Cuesta; in which, the latter sustained a 
signal defeat. 

Medellin is a small town, with a fine 
Moorish castle on an eminence, rising ab- 
ruptly from the banks of ahe river. The 
whole face of the country, from the valley 
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d'EImohte, Was without \^6otl, '^^tt'd tfie 
greater part uhcultivaited, So that it is dif- 
ficult to conceive whence the ' nutrieMUs 
towns and villages in this district, drew their 
fuel and subsistence. Biit the iata^ ' obser- 
vation equally applies to the whole of Spain 
through which the* army, iharched, very dif- 
ferent in appearance from the fertile vailies, 
the rich corn fields, and Vineyards of Portu- 
gal. Tlie residence of a geiitleihan was no 
where to be' seen, biit in the towns: Veiry 
few farm-houses, and here and there, bhly 
the solitary* hut. of a goiatherd. 

On the 24th,' after a iriost fatiguing march 
of 6 leagues, under a burning sun, the 
division arrived in the city of M^rida, and 
crossing the ancient Roitnan bri'dg6 of 'sixty 
arches, which was constructed by AWgbstUs 
Caesar, 28 years before Christ, the tro6ps 
belted on the south bank of the OUadiana. 

Meirida was once a considerable 'Roman 
station, and there still exist Inany noble 
reliques of ahtiquity,' in tolerable preserva- 
tion. The gate of the temple of Mars, one 
of the first edifices to which the curiosity of 
a stranger, particularly if a military man, is 
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directed, alone remains entire, and forms 
the entrance to a modern church. Under 
the inscription Marti sacrum Vitella paculiy is 
another, illustrative of its present desigha^ 
tion. — lam non Marti sacrum sed Jesu Chrisfa 
consecratum. 

At a short distance from the scite of tlie 
temple, three antique Roman altars, which 
were dug up about a century ago, are place'd 
one above another, and form a handsome 

■ 

pedestal, surmounted by the statue of a 
Spanish king. 

The area of the temple of Diana is now 
filled by a modern building ; but the co- 
lumns, with most of their capitals, remain 
in a perfect state, and are built into the walls 
of the house, still, however, in such a wayi 
as to leave them full}'^ exposed to view. Oho 
window of exquisite beauty, has been care- 
fully preserved. 

The superb aqueduct, built by the Ro- 
mans, is now in ruins ; but several arches 
are still standing, and convey to the mind 
of a spectator, a tolerably just conception 
gf its former magnificence. 
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Beydnd the present extent of Merld^^ are 
two amphitheatres; the largest of which is 
supposed to have been this N^mctchia^ fp 
seems more probable, ho*»<^rer, ttia* tlie 
axbibition of sea fights mtu^t ha^e l^ktii 
place on sm island near the bf*dge, Wiiem 
are the remains of some eonsidembte wof-kB. 
The lesser amphitheatre has b^n eottv«tte<l 
by the Spaniards^ intb a Plaoi diToffos^ fot 
which purpose, the arena is ilotitr enetosed. 

In front of the Cotfegid^r-s^ hoiis^, in tbe 
square, are dtven beatitifu\ coluratis of whitfe 
marble, supposed to have belonged to *^ 
Roinan temple. In a street^ a Iktle beyond^ 
is ah arch of prodigious' magnitXide, which 
originally formed one of-tbfe entranct^s of^ 
the city, and- was, probably, a m^moriaf of 
some great riclory. Amongst- the ruins of 
an old himse, prostrate on the^ ground, andT 
neglected^ lay. a iiolossal statue of Diana, * as 
a vestal: the head and arms wei^ gone, butr 
the dpapery of- the figure \«^ rettiairfeably 
fine, and bespoke the merits of the artistV 
ht the principal court of thcf an«ent Mb&i- 
ish castle^ is th# bath^of S^afifl) t«^vhicb«htf 
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descent is by a passage of 50. steps. A most 
beautiful pilastre of the composite prder, was 
placed at the entrance. 

A little beyond the castle, are the remains 
of soine buildings, which, from their situation 
and appearance, are conjectured to have been 
the public baths of the Romans* 

About a mile from the city and near to the 
modern aqueduct, is the circus where the 
chariot races were held. By the situation of 
the Roman gate, under which, the high road 
from Madrid passes, and the- ruins p/ the 
w-alls, an idea may be formed of tlie ancient- 
boundaries of this city, which must have been 
of great extent. Indeed, tradition says, that 
Merida contained 150,000 inhabitants. 

After the battle of Medellin, a small French 
force had possession of the castle for some 
weeks, and barricaded the bridge, to preveot 
the pass^e of a Spanish corps which was^ 
posted on the opposite bank of the Guadiana. 
At length, ^ the Spaniards forced their way 
under the fire of a few gCiris which the enemy 
had mounted, and passed through the city to^ 
a height, commanding the castle which they: 
were preparing to cannonade, when a consi* 
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derable body of French cavahy made their 
appearance. Tlie; Spaniai^ds conceiving theni 
to be tlie advance of Victor's army, retired 
with precipitation, which gave the garrison 
an opportunity to make good their retreat 
junmolested^ bfeidg cavered by the cavalry. 
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LETTER XXH. 



At dsr-breaL, oo the 2d instant, Gcncnl 
Stk^abnyykes division moved off oo the road 
to Badajos, and about 11 oclodi, laltcd 
within 2 miles of the villas: of Loboo. 

Next day the troops advanced at the snae 
carhr hour, and after a march of 2 logjues. 
constructed huts, on a plain watered fay the 
Goadiana, about half a league from the ia- 
oottsideiable town of Talavera la Real, and 
4 from Badajos, where head-quaiteis were 
established. 

The folk>wing are uoderstood to be the 
present positions of the French corps :— « 

Victor's division is betwixt Talavera de la 
Kqma and La Mancha; Sebastiani, who 
was wounded on ^ 28th of July, is in la 
Mancha ; Mortier at Oropesa ; Ansobispo, 
and Naval Moral, and Marshal Ney^ after 
his engagement with Sir Robert Wilson, re- 
turned to Salamanca, 



\i 



«ir 



Oil the 18th> Lord Blanfyre arrivcfd Vrth 
the 2d battaliot of the 44d r^e^iment^ t6 Joia 
General Cameron-s brigade; and on tHefbl- 
knring day, Gelietal CatUn Crawford's bri* 
gade, consisting of the Sd battalions tif tfUe 
28th, Honorable Lieutenant-Golonel Aber* 
crombie ; 34th, Lie«teija;nt-C<>kmel MaiSler, 
and 39th, Lieuteriant<%Golonel WiboA, fbi^ded 
the river at this .^lade, on theit twite to joki 
Lieutenant-G«ieral Hiirs dins^ion «t Mon*» 
tejo, Paebia Nova aitid Torremayor. . 

This morairtg a troop of lidrse alrtillery 
marched to i^elieve Capteni Rcfas's tttjop at 
M^da ; tht lattier havif^ Idst a great lium^ 
lier of horses in the rttTeat from Tahtvwav 

Preparations are now making fdt t^ 
removal of the guards into Badajos, which 
the brigade anticipate with much satisfaction, 
having been constantly in the field since the. 
latter end of June. 

The army has become very sickly, 'J his is 
considered the most unhealthy time of the 
year, but the approaching rainy season is 
expected to clear the air and dispel the pes- 
tilential fever, so fatal to the troops. The 
Guadiana, at this peric ^ is reckoned so 
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unwholesome, ' that the Spaniards will not 
u&e the water, or eat of the fish taken in it. 
Another reason assigned for this repugnance, 
is, that after the battle of Medellia, a con-» 
siderabk number of the slain were thrown 
into the river. 

The Marquis of Romana having taken his 
seat at Seville, as one of the supreme Junta, 
is. succeeded by the Duke del Parque in the 
command of his army. Head-quarters at 
Ciudad Rodrigo. The Duke of Albuquerque^ 
with about 10,000 men, is^ stationed in front, 
beyond Merida ; and General Eguia has pro- 
ceeded to join Venegas in LaMandia, wittt 
the remainder of Cuesta's anny, upwairda odT 
20,000. men. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

' • • • 

Tlie tjuards go into Cantonments in Badsyos. — Lieutenant-General 
Slierbrooke receives the Order of the Bath.— ViscoUlit Wei- 
iiogton's Gala. 

Badqf&s, 15/A October, 1809. 

The Guards quitted their encampment of 
Jiuts on the 9th of October, and inarched 
into quarters at Talavera la Real. At the 
same time. General Cameron's brigade took 
the road to Lobon. Next morning, the 
guards resumed their march, and about noon, 
arrived in the city of Badajos, the capital of 
the province of Estremadura. The Officers 
were quartered upon the inhabitants, and the 
men in convents. 

Badajos contains 6 monasteries, the same 
number of nunneries, and a population of 7 
to 8000. The fortifications are partly an- 
cient, partly modern : the fine Roman bridge 
over the Guadiana, is defended by a tete de 
poutj on which, a few guns are mounted. 
On the right bank of the river, stands the 
fort of St. Christoval, which commands the 
city. Badajos was twice besieged by the 
Portuguese, but never take** 
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On the 7th instant^ the commander of the 
forces gave an entertainment upon the occa- 
sion of Lieutenant^General Sherbrooke being 
invested with the insignia of the Bath. Im- 
mediately after the ceremony, a royaj soJLute 
was fired. About 8 o'clock the nobility and 
principal inhabitants of Badajos began to 
mssemble at I^ord Wellingtont^* and after a 
few songs frojn thq ladies^ th^ ball was op^ed 
with an English country dance> by a G^n^eral 
Oiticerand Donna Anna Fortunata, of £lvas. 
Tlie dancing continued until midnight, when 
supper was announced. The party^ broke 
up about 2 o<:lpck. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Bini-Day ofi?erdiiiaii4 Vil:-~The PdUidPioiiiiBiiaAe of^Mh)H% 
Tertiilliai — ^RemariLs«*-Sitttatiaii of the JPitmck Coipt, 

Bad^as, Wih October, 1809« 

The 14tli instant being the birth-dajr of 
Ferdinand, a royal $alute \fa$ ifired ifrom the 
ramparts. 

In the afternoon there was a mimeraiu, 
assemblage on the^ Almada» tlxe public pro- 
menade, or pradoi)f this dtjr, iiear the river^r 
where the inhabitants, of all rauks^ are ac-« 
customed to take the air. Several beautiful 
women were present, who attracted attention 
by their engaging, yet not immodest looks, 
and the graceful ease of their caiTiage. The 
veil, which is universally worn, no longer 
serves to conceal their faces, and the touU 
ensemble of their simple and elegant dress^ 
is admirably adapted to display a £oe fornL 
to the best advantage. 

A short religious ceremony^ peculiar to 
this nation, is deserving of notice. At sun- 
ikttp eve^ evenii^ the bells of tt)^ co^i U 
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and churches are tolled for a few momentst 
On hearing this signal, the people cease con- 
versing with each other and quit their occu- 
pations, and all in' silence, address a short 
prayer to the protecting power, which has 
brought them in safety to the close of another 
day. 

There are no public places of arftusettient 
in Badajos; but one Lady Donna Payna, 
opens her house every night to the best 
society and the British Officers, who- are 
received with tlie utmost politinessg Con- 
Tersation, cards, the song and dance, suc-^ 
ceed each other, and form what is daUed the 
tertullia, similar in most respects to a Londoit 
route. 

* ■ 

On the above evening, the tertullia was 
particularly well attended. The young and^ 
lovely Marchioness D'Almeida and the hand- 
some widow Donna Maniiela, were the ad- 
mired and principal ornaments of the assem- 
bly. There were several other ladies present,- 
who maintained the reputation of their 
country for the beauty of its women. - In 
general, the Spanish ladies are elegantly 
formed, and spare no pains. i» the decoratioir 
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of their persons; They are femftrkably mild 
and engaging in their manner and addresi^, 
but few of them speak any language except 
their own, and the education of all is, ex- 
tremely confined. ' A Spanish lover is certain 
of seeing his mistress, at least, once a day, 
as nothing but indisposition prevents all 
classes from attending church. The Duenna 
still forms part of the establishment of a 
Spanish household, but without her former 
authority and privileges: Ladies of a certain 
rank, never stir abroad without a female 
attendant, who, if they are young, is about 
their own age, and more a companion dis- 
posed to promote their wishes, than a rigid 
observer of their actions. 

About 10 o'clock, the commander of the 
forces and part of his staff arrived. The 
widow Donna Manuela, accompanied on the 
guitar by Senhor Fuentes, sung a Spanish 
ballad in a pleasing style, and with much 
taste. A country dance was afterwards 
formed ; at the end of which. Donna Josepha 
Basquez danced a bolera, playing the casta- 
nets at the same time, in a most graceful 
manner. The same young lady and Donna 
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JPayna; io the couhk^ of the ev€&ing» €tit9rf 
tained the company with their favourite 
national dance, the Fandango. 

The Spanish gentlemen have a natbiirf 
fe&erve, and an bppearafice bf hauteur aibontf; 
thefm, which^ at first sight, is calculaited i» 
displease. Tliey have for sanke years past^ 
adopted the Frtinch mode of dress^ a^d tibe 
Portuguese have follotved 4heir exaBi^le ia 
•tliis respecft. They are remarkably teiapemt^ 
in their manner of living, although^ on jpar^ 
ticular occasions, they indulge in drinking ' 
hot^spiced wines to excess. It is the fiishtcm 
to dine at an early hour, and all Tanks akftel> 
Wards take the ^ie^fa, at which tim^^ the 
houses and shops are shut up> ntid the rndst 
populous city, during thi^ part of the ^ufter- 
ooon, appears to be quite deserted aoa^ wra^ 
in the silence of the gmve. This is ^i«Be 
reason, perhaps, why the Btkish bav« not 
l^en admitted to their tables, as they May 
not chuse> out of compliment to any foreiga^- 
ers, to forego their national customs. 

On the 21st, 2 privates of the guards 
arrived, who made their escape frotn Madrid 
on the lAth ult. They report, that above 2Q 




British Officers, takpn at Talavera, marched 
on the 10th for France. The prisoners uni- 
formly receive the most humane treatment 
from the enemy. 

On the 1st of September, Marshal Ney 
was at Salamq^nca, :with 14«000 men ; Soult 
afcPlacQotia, Z^rm Major, wd Gori%^ifch 
8000; Victor's headM)uartef9i ^ Qfop^w* 
and 4000 ; Marshal Mortier at Ta^lnviea^, 
with 10,000 roeni and Goneral Sel»stiani it 
^id to be in motion to tl^e South, Wilbh a 
flivis^n of nearly ttiesaime strength.. . 

The Honourable Captain Alexander . Qcgs 
doa» who we^t with- a flag of truce tq the 
French^ out^posts^ has brought intelligence 
of Austria having made peace with fjranccL 

Beside the brigade of Guards, thel^^ haA^ 
talion of the 40th; and Sd^ of, the 27tb 
regiments, .are quartered ia Badajos. The 
duties of the fortress are takea by the Spanish 
troops. 
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LETTER XXV. 

Escape of two British Officers from Madrid^ &c* 

• Two oflficers of the 6 1st regiment, • wbo^ 
bad been wounded and taken prisoners* at 
Tal^vera, airived here on the 9th inBtant^ 
having escaped from the convent in which? 
they weire confined at Madrid; • They re-' 
maiiied concealed in that city > for 8 day*,f 
and on their way hither, passed tbroi^ itbtf 
Spanish army m I^ Mancha^ ' G<6tibral 
Ariezaga had his l^ad -quarters at Damid^V 
Colonel Roclie. and Lord M?tcduff ' trere 
with him. Prom the pcoximily^ of'^tbe* 
enemy, a battle may be expected soon to 
take: place, but the Spanish leader has it i in^ 
his power to avoid an engagement. , 
• On the 12feh instant tfaeCommaiidier of the 
forces returned from Cadiz, where the 
Marquis Wellesley has embarked on his re- 
turn to England. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton 
remains at Merida, with the principal part 
of the British cavalry. General Hiirs divi^ 
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sion Qf infantry at Montego, ]f^ut?bla, &c. 
The light infantry under Brigadier-General 
Robert Crawford at Campo Mayor, Major- 
General Cole at Olivenia, and Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Cameron at Lobon and Almondarelehy/ 
The Sp^iards under Lieutenant-General 
Don Luis Bassecourt, occupy a line betwixt 
Merida and the Tagus* Head- quarters 9t 
Yruxillo. ^ 
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; LETTER XXVr. 

Remarks ou s<)mc of the leading features of the CtmpaSgn.— -In 
* consequence of the Anuy of La M^ncha ufider General Ariettga- 
'. being deieetcd, the British bttak uprfrom Spain.— Itbuteipf the 
first (Uvisioi]«-*^Tbe Guards a^ the bead of the colums reaoh 
Abrantes, passing through the folfowiiig places ou their march.-— > 
Ifclvav.-* Barbacena.— "Montfbrte.-^Portaiegre. — Galete* aftd 
Gavio. — Sick left at Abrantes. 

Abrantes, I6th Deeemher, 1809. 

The events which followed the ever memo- 
rable battle of Talavera, so glorious to the 
Britisii arms, and which at first seemed to 
promise the greatest advantages to the cause 
of the peninsula, have been already detailed 
in the preceding letters. 

In reviewing these events, a variety of re- 
flections naturally present themselves, and 
the mind sickens at the melancholy conse- 
quences of the imbecility of those chiefs, to 
whose guidance the Spanish armies were en- 
trusted ; who by their futile plans conceived 
without judgment, and attempted to be car- 
ried into execution without ability, disap- 
pointed alike the hopes of their country and 
the British leader^ who in vain looked forward 
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to any co-operation which might produce a 
beneficial result to the general cause. 

On Sir Arthur Wellesley » marching from 
Talarera with the avowed intention of attack* 
ing! Marshal Soult at Placentia, Cuesta ought 
to have moved forward with his army, and 
taken, post on the right bank of the Alberche, 
with one corps passed over that river, and 
strong piquetsof cavalry to watch the enemy. 
The effect of this movement on the opera- 
tions of the British must be obvious ; and it 
will not be. doubted by military men, that 
liad Cuiesta assumed this attitude^ which 
would have enabled him to intercept alicom« 
munication betwixt the .French armies, and 
maintained his position as agreed upon, the 
Commander of the forces would have been 
again successful in a. rencontre with the French 
wJho had arrived.atPlacentia, although their 
luimber was upwards of SQ,000, composed of 
the remains of Marshal Soqlt's division which 
l>ad escaped from Oporto, with those of 
Ney and Mortier. The British troops were 
pushed with victory, they placed an entire 
cpnfidence in their general, and were to 
bfp. opposed to the corps of the same epemjiE 
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ti:hoin'thcy had recently defeated in t^^ 
most signal manner. There were other cir- 
cumstances also highly .favourable to the 
British continuing to act on a system of 
offensive warfare; the army had been rein-^: 
forced by the addition of General Robert^ 
Qrawford*s fine brigade of light infantry/ and 
a. troop of horse artillery. Marshal Beresford 
was on the frontier, threatening the enemy'^ 
rear, whilst that active and enterprising officer^ 
Sir Robert Wilson, made a rapid march across 
the miountains and alarmed his left« 
: This was the state of affairs, when the. 
British army, by the unexpected march of 
Genend Cuesta from Talavera, was compelled 
to retire to the left bank of the Tagus^ foW 
lowed by the Spanish troops. A considerable 
number of the latter withdrew into the moun-* 
tains of La Mancha, where^ if unable to ofier 
any obstacle to the progress of the French ^ 
they were at least, in a &tate oi immediate 
security and daily acquiring numbers. Mean-* 
while, the British fell back upon the frontier^ 
and occupied the line o^ the Guadiana, the 
advance being at Merida. At the same time^ 
that the troops were easily subsisted in thi» 
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position, the safety of thfe province o^ Anda^^ 
lusia was ensured; as the enemy could not- 
attempt to penetrate into the Sierra Moreiia> 
with the British army on his right flank. Iii- 
othei* respects, however, the position was not^ 
an eligible one, and it may be fairly presumed, 
that tRe Commander of the forces weht intd^ 
cantonments on the Guadiana, for the pur- 
poses of giving confidence to the army of La 
Mancha, and of encouraging the people to 
persevere in the cause, but more particularly 
to afford the Spanish nation an opportunity 
of reforming its government, and of choosing 
new men to direct their measures in the 
cabinet, and conduct their armies in the field. 
The arrival of the Marquis Wellesley, whose- 
abilities and experience might naturally be 
Expected, not only to aid such a reform, but 
to point out to the Spaniards, those hieasiires 
which ought to be adopted, to call forth the 
military and financial resources of the country^ 
to administer them with judgment and pru- 
dence, was another circumstance which might 
have had considerable weight Jn deciding on 
the necessity of remaining in Spain, until 
the government of England should be ac- 
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quainted with his opinion of the real senti'^ 
meiats of tlie people, the capacity of their 
nilei«, and the luunbei^ and discipline of tlieiir 
armies-. 

• By such or similar motives, the Commander 
of the forces appears to have been actuated.- 
The low flat plains of Spanish £stramadura> 
and nearly the whole of the country watered^ 
by the Guadiana, liave been noticed by dif- 
ferent writers as the most unhealthy part ot 
the peninsula. The British troops were, un- 
happily, destined to prove the truth of thisp 
remark, and numbers of the brave fellows,, 
whose constitutions had borne up against alL 
the fatigues and priyations^of the campaign,., 
^nk under the baneful influence of this do* 
structive climate. The state of inaction, ia. 
which the troops now remained^ proved toO; 
sudden a change after then* extraordinaiy. 
exertions, during the retreat from Talavera,. 
and was, doubtless, another cause . of the 
sickness winch spread rapidly throughout 
the army, to counteract which, orders were 
given, that they should be frequently exercised; 
in slwrt marches, whenever the weather per- 
mitted. Tlie end of autumn, and the latter 
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pmi of a campaign, produce the same efFecll 
in all armies ; l)esides, it was observed, that the 

m 

prevalence of malignant fevers was greater'at 
this period, both in Spain and Portugal, 
than had been known for several pi*eceding 
years. ' 

The commutiicabion with Lisbon, by either 
bank of the Tagus, continued uninterrupted ; 
indeed, the enemy evinced no disposition tQ 
make any movement towards the quarter in 
which the British army was stationed* 

The Marquis of Romana was at Seville, 
where he had taken his seat as one of the 
Supreme Junta, but even the accession of his 
councils, dictated as' they were by tale4)t and 
undoubted patriotism, failed to inspire a >eon*^ 
fidenceof this government in tiie minds of the 
people, and those measures, which were alone 
calculated to rouse the energies of the 
Spaniards in the cause of liberty, and direct 
their efforts with the happiest effect, still 
remained untried. x 

A sudden and fatal blow was nbw about to 
be struck, and the genius of freedom seemed 
overwhelmed by the dire calamity. 
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The army of LaManclia, to the chief com* 
niand of which, Lieutenant General Don 
Juan de Ariesaga had been appointed, was 
highly respectable, both in numbers and the 
component parts of which it was formed. , A 
plan of operations was said to have been drawn 
up and submited to this general by the Baron 
de Croisard, an intelligent officer and Com- 
missioner from the Emperor of Austria to 
the Spanish armies. Whether this plan, 
which had for its object to drive the French 
out of Madrid, and beyond the Banks of the 
Ebro, by a series of manoeuvres, without 
risking a battle, would have been successful 
Or not, it is impossible to say, as the Spanish 
chief did not think proper to adopt it ; but 
contrary to the wishes and opinion of all 
aroiind him, and to every principle of pru- 
dence or of military tactics. General Ariesaga, 
in an unhappy moment, blindly resolved to 
iquit the mountains, and- descending into the 
plains to commit himself with new formed 
fevies against the veteran troops of Frahce. 
The whole South of Spain, by the dispersioi^ 
of Ariesagas' army after the unfortunate battle 



j«f Ocanay lajr opea, tQ the incursions of the 
.^nemy, and it became no longer necessary or 
4esirable in a military point of yiew, :tp 
xetain the British arnay on ]the borders of 
Estramadimu At 8 on the morning of the 
«£th instant^ the guards marcl^ed from Ba^ 
<Jajos with a brigade of heavy six-p(»uii- 
4ers, imder the command of Captain Law- 
;son, followed on successive days by the 
King's German legion and General Came- 
ron's brigade. 

The preceding day was the festival of the 
Virgin, which is always kept with nmch re- 
ligious pomp and ceremony by the Spaniards. 
High mass was celebrated in the cathedral, 
which is of Moorish architecture, the interior 
hung entirely with crimson velvet and gold. 
The ceremony, at all times solemn and im- 
pressive, was interrupted by the sudden 
fainting of one of the officiating^^ canons, a 
:venerable priest, . .85 years of age. On 
.being carried into the open air, he reco- 
vered. — Several salutes in honor of the saint 
were fired from the ramparts, and in the 
ievening the principal inhabitants assembled 
in their best 'attii:^ Qa the Almada. 
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. At the distance of a league £i*om Badajo^r^ 
on the road to Elvas, the brigade forded a 
small river, the Caya, which in its course to 
the Guadiana, forms the boundary of the 
two kingdoms, and re-entered Portugal after 
an absence of five months. A little after 
mid-day the guards reached Elvas, which at 
th%time was the principal dep6t of the sick 
and wounded. This city, sealed on a hilH 
is one of the strongest places in PortugaU 
On an eminence stands the celebrated fort 
built by General Count la Lippe, and called 
after his name. A very noble aqueduct Sup- 
plies Elvas with water. 

On the 10th, to Barbacena, two long 
leagues over a heath, cloathed with gum 
schistus, myrtle and rosemary, and here and 
there a clump of olive trees. — ^The day re- 
markably cold^ with a thick haze. At 1 the 
3d .guards arrived inthe village. 

On the 11th to Montforte, the same dls^ 
tance as yesterday ; the country through , 
which the road lay was extremely picturesque 
and. well wooded. Montforte is a town of ^ 
some note, with an ancient castle now ia 
ruins. Here is a monastery and nunnery^ 
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tlie latter dedicated to Santa FrariciscaV The 
nuns who appeared at the grate were more 
agreeable and Uvely in their manners than is 
usually found in the recluse inhabitants of a 
convent, 

December the 12th , to Portalegre 120 miles ; 
the face of the country extremely beautiful, 
the greater part a forest of fine oak, cork 
and pine trees. This city is the see of a 
bishop, and contains two monasteries, three 
nunneries, and about 5000 inhabitants; it 
is romantically situated on a hill, and the 
surrounding country appears well cultivated'. 
Here the brigade re-united, the Coldstream 
having proceeded from Elvas by a different 
route, through the towns of Sail Olaia and 
A^sumar on the right. r 

Halted on the 13th, which allowed the 
officers an opportunity of visiting the bishop's 
palace and cathedral ; the latter a very noble 
modern pile. ^ 

On the following day the brigade marched 
by Apalhao to Gafet6, 16 miles. Soon after 
leaving the beautiful environs of Portalegre, 
the column entered on a wild uncultivated 
district, and about 4 o'clock halted in this 
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miserable place. The road throughout wal 
rugged, and the guns in front could odIj 
proceed slowly, which obstructed the march 
«f the troops* There not being sufficient 
accommodation in Gafeto, the light infantry 
and artillery went forward to the small town 
of Toloza. 

Yesterday the guards reached Gavio, about 
3 in the afternoon, having marched 4 leagues 
through a country similar in appearance to 
that over which the troops had passed on the 
preceding ddy, until they approached the 
banks of the Tagus, when the scenery became 
at once bold and picturesque. 

The road this morning led the whole 
distance 18 miles, through a beautiful dis- 
trict, in a line with the course of the Tagus. 
The appearance of the castle of Abrantcs 
from the south bank of the river had an 
imposing air of grandeur. About 3 P. M. 
the brigade crossed the bridge of boats, 
and ascended the eminence on which the 
town stands, in the midst of a fertile 
country. • 

During the whole of the march from 
Elvas, . the troops were cheerfully supplied 
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by the inhabitants with whatever they hid 
for sale, at a moderate rate ; they often 
expressed their fears that the British were 
upon the point of withdrawing from Por- 
tugal. Guides were provided at each stage 
on the route. 

i 
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LETTER XXVII. 

j^iarch of the Guards to Le}'riay &n^ 

'1 

LeyriHySdth Jkcember, 1809. 

On the 17th instant the brigade halted in 
Abrantes, where the sick of the army were 
embarked on the Tagus for Lisbon. 

The naturally strong situation of the town, 
(which must be considered the key of the 
Tagus,) is improving by works constructed 
under the direction of the royal engineers. 
A considerable magazine had been formed 
here during the time the British were in 
Spain. 

The stormy and boisterous night of the 
17th was succeeded by a lovely morning ; 
and the guards again bent their way to 
Punhete,, over the vale of Abrantes, which 
is esteemed the granary of Portugal. The 
orange-trees tinted with the yellow foliage 
of autumn, and bending beneath the weight 
of their golden fruit, gave a richness to the 
scenery which vied with the beauties of 
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summer. Soon after mid-day the brigade ar- 
rived in the village, and occupied their former 
cantonments.; The inhabitaiits received them 
with kindness, and expressed their deep re- 
gret for the fate of those who had fallen in 
the battle of Talaveia. 

On the fallowing daj' the guards continued. 

their march, and about 2 o'clock in the after- 

• • • • . 

noon reached Thomar. The brigade was^ 
again quartered in the convent of Christ. 

Marshal Beresford has his . head quarters 
in this city, and General Miranda is also 
here, with two brigades of infantry. 

Yesterday t\\e guards arrived ijii Leyria 
about 3 in the afternoon,, having halted on, 
the preceding night at Ourem. The roads, 
from Punhete were rendered very bad by. 
the late rains, 

Brigadier-General Coleman commands the 
garrison, which consists of abeut 3000 For- 
tuguese infantry. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

Tbe Guaids arrive at Vizca.-— Short Account of that ancknt CS(y« 

Vhxu, 3Uf DeeenAer, 1809. 

YESTERDiY the brigade of guards which 
led the column during the inarch of the 
British army through Portugal, arrived in 
this city. 

On the 22d instant the guards left Leyria, 
and passing through the towns of Ponibaf 
and Condiexa, entered Coimbra on Christmas 
pay. ^ Their reception in that city was 
friendly and hospitable, although not distin-* 

• a 

guished with the same lively expresi»6ns of 
gratitude as the inhabitants evinced on their 
first visit, when' the British came to delivei* 
them from an enemy whose approach they 
had for some time awaited with th6 utmost 
apprehension. ' 

Coimbra wore a more gay and busy 
appearance than formerly. A number of 
families who had fled from their homes were 
returned ; the restoration of quiet by the 
ekpulsioB of Marshal Soult's army had 
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ddmitted of the UniVetsit/ being re-6peifedi^ 
and the youth of Portugal were once more 
pursuing their studies. The academic dress 
was uniform and simple, yet extremely be-» 
coming. 

The gardens of Santa Cruz even at this 
advanced season of the year, were still 
delightful ; the way to them was through 
the dormitory of the convent, ' from which 
a path led to the quinta or country house, 
seated in an orange grove, where the holy - 
brethren of St. Augustilne occasionally retired 
to relax theit* minds from the severity of 
monastic duties, ' The appearance of every 
thing about the quinta bespoke wealth and 
comfort ; a suite of apartments terminating 
with a billiard-room, opened to a terrace 
from 'which there was a charminoj view over 
the extensive gardens. The cellars were 
filled with the produce of their own vine- 
yards,— During the first stay of the army in* 
this city, a table was kept for the officers at 
Santa Gruz, and a handsome entertainment 
daily provided. 

Next day, the 26th, being a festival, was 
celebrated with much splendor in the nunr-^ 
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)wry of St. Clare. On thU occasion ihd. 
magnificent tomb of the foundress Queep. 
Isabella, was decorated with a profusion of 
jewels and flowers, through which a small 
rill of water was seen to flow. At noon the. 
Lady Superior, attired in the robes of the 
order,, her train borne by the two eldest^ 
nuns, entered the chapel, and passing with) 
a slow and solemn step to a seat at the upper 
end, around which the nuns were already 
ranged, a beautiful girl in the habit of a. 
novice, who sat at the organ, commence^ 
the symphony, after which the anthem was 
sung in full chorus by the sisterhood. The 
voice of Maria ■' ■», the young and inte* 

resting votary of St. Clare, within whasjeholy. 
walls she had fled for refuge on the first in^va^ioi^ 
of Portugal by the French, was distinguished 
above the rest by its sweetness and variety of 
tone. Charmed with the manners of it^, 
jlnhabitants, and the peaceful solitudes of > 

cloister, Maria = , at the early age of 

• 17, after passing through a short noviciate, 
voluntarily embraced the veil. A bewitching;, 
grace sat upon the fair and polished forehjead 
of. the young religieuse, and the mild vet 
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touching eXf^esaon of her Ibrely countenance 
indicated the purity of her mind. 

After high mass the Lady Abbess and 
ft^v^ral of the nnds approadied the grate and 
welcom^ed the officers again to Cioimbra. 

On the 27th the brigade advanced to 
Malheada, 13 miles; and cm the* 28th to 
Martigoa, 4 leagues. The route lay over 
the steep and ru^ed moiiqtain of Busaco^^ 
on whose summit the towers of a convent of 
the order of La Trappe, appeared to rise out 
of a beautifiil wood. The extensive grounds 
were inclosed within a lofty wall ; and it 
is scarcely possible to conceive a more se* 
questered spot than die scite of this mo- 
nastery. 

Descending the mcHintain, the troops en^ 
tered a well-cultivated valley, and about 
3 o^clock arrived in the village, where the 
3d tegiment was with difficulty accommo- 
dated. Tlie Coldstream proceeded to a 
hamlet, a league beyond. 

On the 29th to Tondella, 4 leagues ; this 
little town is situated in a beautiful district. 
Next day, after a march of 15 miles, the 
guards reached this city ; the Coldstreanl 
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occupied the Bishop's Palace; the Sd guards, 
the Convents of St. Antonio, and the Con? 
gregatiori of Oratory. 

Vizeu situated in the centre of the province 
of Beira, betwixt tlie Mondego and the 
Vouga, is an episcopal city, and of great 
antiquity. The injiabitants indeed pretend^ 
that it was founded by the Turduli, a Gothic 
race, 500 years before Christ, and origipaUy 
named Vacca ; but to support this they 
produce no satisfactory document. The 
account which is considered as most entitled 
to credit is, that this city was built in the 
time of Sertoriiis by the pro-consul D. Brutu^t. 
who called it Vicontium. Two tower? ad-? 
joining the cathedral yet remain, of.Homan 
construction, on which appear the eagle, and 
the names of Flaccus and Frontinius, who 
are supposed to have been the architects. 
Northward of the city is a Roman. camp .of 
considerable magnitude, in which the hijtherto 
victorious legions of Rome were co];npelle4 
to remain inactive before the town, by the 
renowned Portuguese general Viriajtus, whose 
metnory is held in repute by his cpuntrymen 
to this day. A small village, Aivoka/^m the 
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Sierra de Estrella^ is pointed out as the 
birth-place of this leader, who from being 
originally a captain of banditti, was choseii 
to command the Lusitanian army, and be- 
came the terror of the Romans. 

Vizeii contains two monasteries, a convent 
for nuns, and about 5000 ihhabitants. There 
is a good weekly market, and the surrounding 
country is well cultivated. — The peasantry in 
this district are of a more industrious cha- 
racter than those of the south. 
. The Benedictines seemed to partake in the 
general satisfaction excited by the arrival of 
the British ; and refreshments were presented 
to the officers who visited the grate. All the 
confectionary is made in the convents, and 
this forms one source of the revenue of these 
institutions. The nuns of Vizeu were more 
unreserved in their manners than one would 
expect from the secluded life they lead, and 
the nature of their establishment. They 
were sufficientl)'^ talkative, and old and young 
had a wonderful share of curiosity to know 
what was passing in the world. 

The bishop is 70 years of age, and resides 
principally at a quinta, a ' 'Ustance 
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from the city. Some of tbo P^en^ went to 
pay their respects, and found him diaing 
upon a single dish ; his chaplaipft seated at 
another table^ were also partakipg of j^ very 
frugal repast — this was a little ftft«r mid^9j* 
The bishop politely rose on tfaieir eabFV9ce, 
and hastened to express bis Qxtrepi^ grfi^ 
tification at seeing a British arsay w hk 
diocese. 

With the exception of the Ist di^ifioii, fh^ 
whole of the army proceeded to the frOQ^iT 
by the route of St. Combftelao, after pjtf9lDg 
through Coimbrg, 
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LETTER XXIX. 

The British Amy in Winter Quarters.— Marshal Ney summons 
Ciudad RodrigOy and Victor overrunning the Province of 
Andakifia suddenly appears before Cadf!^, to which 
place the HonouraUe General W. Stewart was dispatched 
from Lisbon, with ~a Brigade of In&ntry.<— Skirmish at the 
Out-posts. 

Vhtu, ^thPebtikaf, 1810. 

Earl* in January, the whole of the British 
army had arrited in theit new position, ahd 
the troops were quietly settled in Winter 
quarters. The Commander of the forces 
after a sh6rt visit to Lisbon, for the purpose 
of reconnoitreing the chain of works con- 
structing in its vicinity, had returned to this 
city, in front of which, the main body of his 
infantry was cantoned in the several towns 
and villages on the road to the frontier, 
with the exception of the 2d division, and 
Majot-General Slade's brigade of cavalry, 
which contiflued on the line pf the 'I'agus, 
under the dODttmafld of Lieutenarit-General 
Hill. - 
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The out-posts were stationied on the Banks 
of the Coa, and the duty taken by the light 
brigade, and 1st German hussars, under the 
orders of Brigadier-General Robert Crawford. 
The 3d division, Major-General Picton's, was 
the next in advance, supported by the 4lh divi- 
sion, Major-General Cole's at Guarda, Ce- 
lerico, and the villages in the valley of the 
Mondego ; General Fane's brigade of heavy 
cavalry was in Coimbra, and the l6th light 
dragoons at St. Combadao. 

The first 6 weeks succeeding the return 
of the British to Portugal, were passed .in a 
state of comparative tranquillity ; but withip 
the last, a considerable sensation has been 
excited by the movements and demonstra- 
tions of the enemy in various parts of the 
peninsula. 

On the 11th instant, the French, to the 
number of 9 or 10,000 approached Ciudad 
Bodrigo at 4 different points. At half«-past 
7 in the morning, a flag of truce arrived, 
with a letter from Marshal Ney, requiring 
the surrender of this fortress. — The governor^ 
Don Andr6 de Herrasti returned . a spirited 
refusaL 
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' On the following day the enemy bomtbarded 
the city for sfeveral hours, without making any 
impression. Disappointed in his hope of 
entering Ciudad Rodrigo without resistance, 
IVIarsfaal Ney pushed his corps down to the 
river Aqueda, which he crossed at the bridge 
of San Fehces, but finding it impracticable to 
bring his artillery over this pass, he withdrew 
his troops, and has cantoned them in the 
villages betwixt Ciudad Rodrigo and Sala* 
manca, leaving a small corps of observation 
on the Aqueda, 

Victor has arrived at Port St. Mary's, 
opposite Cadiz, and is in possession of Seville, 
and the immense magazines collected by the 
late Junta in that city, which he entered 
without opposition, in the same manner as 
he did at Jaen, Cordova and Granada, on his 
march to the south. Meanwhile, the remains 
of the arniy of L4 Mancha retired on Algeziras, 
and the Duke of Albuquerque entered Cadiz, 
with about 10,0t)0 men, only 1^ houys befpre 
Victor appeared. General William Stewart, 
who had been detached from Lisbon with a 
brigade of infantry, has also reached ^ac^iz, 
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so that no fears are^ now entertained for tht 
safety of that valuable place. 

Joseph Buonaparte is with Victor's army,'— 
The French have prevailed on a few of the 
prisoners taken at Ocana^ to swear allegianee 
to him ; and the discouraging aspect of afiairs> 
induces many of the armed peasantry to retura 
to their homes ; but it is a war of partiaans^ 
the peasant against the soldier^ and nnless 
Joseph can keep a force in every town, ho 
will not, for a long time, be enabled to subdue 
tlie spirit of the people. Tlie most melancholy 
featurQ-ln the cause of Spain is, that moat of 
the soldiers, when routed or dispersed, throw 
away their arms. 

Last month, a French corps of 10,000 men, 
of which 2000 were cavalry, passed throtigh 
Vittoria to Burgos, and then struck off 
on the road to Madrid. The cavalry 
appeared good troops, the infantry chiefly 
conscripts. 

A smart skirmish took place on the 16th 
instant at the out-posts. The enemy sftef 
dusk, having passed a body of SOO men 
over the Aqueda, was opposed by 4 
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companies of the 95th regiment, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Beckwith, who compelled 
them to retire with a loss of 50 in killed, 
wounded and prisoners.-— 0» the side of the 
British, Lieutenant Mercer and 12 men were 
killed. 
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LETTER XXX. 

Pescription of the Country round Vizen,— Festival of St. Josephine. 

Vizeu, lit Manh, 1810« 

The weather, which was unusually severe 
during the months of January and February 
has now become extremely mild, and the 
face of the country in the neighbourhood of 
this city, appears to great advantage. Jn 
every direction are beautiful walks and 
rides. 

At the distance of a league is a remarkable 
hot spring on the banks of the l)ao, a 
mountain torrent, which forces its way 
through rocks, in a valley of the tnost 
picturesque appearance. 

The garden at the bishop's country house 
is a delightful spot, but it yields in point of 
beauty to the quinta of Don Jose Ernesto, 
about a mile from Vizeu, The road to it 
leads through an avenue of cherry trees 
already in blossom, to the Val de Besteros 
or Valley of Cattle, at the head of which, the 
house and grounds are situated. At each 
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step the scenery becoihes more romantiCi 
and is uncontitnonly rich in all its features. 
The vale is bounded by a chain of hills, 
the Sierras de Caramula, whose summits 
^t this moment are covered with snow. 

But the grate of the Benedictine nunnery 
possessed more charms for the British 
officers than ail the beauties of the surround* 
ing district. — ^A regard for the eternal welfare 
of the nuns had induced the venerable bishop 
to express his displeasure to the Lady Abbess 
at their frequent visits; but this interference 
on the part of his reverence, was not attended 
with any visible effect. 

Yesterday the church of the convent was 
fil|ed at an early hour, it being the festival 
of their saint, whose image was adorned 
with jewels, a number of wax tapers burning 
before it, and the grand altar lighted up 
and embellished in a similar manner. Tlje 
service of the day commenced, and all 
in silence listened to the sweet voices of the 
nuns, at times interrupted by the hollow 
tones of the officiating monks, who were 
celebrating high mass at the altar. — Again 
the harmony of the choir '^ >n the ear, 
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accompftfiied by the loud «well of the 6tgktk ; 
aad after a «bott pause^ Sister Joanna 
PerpetMa sung a solo in a deep and powerful^ 
yet melodious strain .-^he was followed by 
Maria BenedUa^ who acquitted herself with- 
niuch taste and execution in a difficult hytidn. 
At this moment, a friar of the order Of St.. 
Fraucis entered the church, and kneeling on 
t^e steps of the altar, prayed for a short 
titne ; after which, he ascended the pulpit 
and delivered a sermon extempore.— Whed 
his discourse, which did not seem to make 
much impression upon the auditory, w^ 
ended, an anthem was chaunted by the 
whole of the nuns in full chorus. -^Doima 
Jtntoma Marian the fair novice of St Josephrae^ 
played on the organ with a masterly haiu!« 
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LETTER XXXI. 

SituRtioB ^ tins Fiencli ^Qtf$-^JifimA$ on ik^ Wi\r is tkf 

Pqunsub.— Qeoisr^l Robert Crawford Uiroves Jbu(iis«lf into Fort 
Conception. 

Thc corps of the enemy are gath^ripg fysi 
around this kingdom, and form It cordoo 
from Cormma to Cadjz. According to r^^t 
information^ Junot is at St. Jago (hetwi^l 
Corunna and Vigo) and Marshal Ney con^ 
tinues on the right bank of the Aqueda, be- 
twisLt Ciudad Rodrigo and tha bridges of 
Zamora and Ledesma^ irith his oiit-posts at 
San Felices^ three leagues from the advance 
of Lord Wellington's army at Almeida, 

On the other side of the Sierra de Francia, 
Marshal Soult is stationed, with bi.s head** 
quarters at Placentia, securing with his right 
the important pass of Banosr 

Mortier is at Talavera la Real, and his pprps 
if cantoned in that town and the neighbouring 
ones, AlmondarfJehyt 2i»fw, VaJv^rdP »o4 
P)iven;sa. 
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The enemy are said to be strengthening' 
Burgos, and there are o to 6000 men in that 
city, and about the same number in Val- 
ladolid. At Burgos, the French issued a 
proclamation, offering pardon to such armed 

peasants of the guerilla (sharpshooters) as 

• ■ .p ^ 

should return to their homes. 

These detached corps of mounted peasants 
had cut off an escort near Vittoria, of 300 
French bullocks going to the army, and put 
all the party to death. There is also an armed 
force of this description which hovers round 
Madrid and annoys the enemy's convoys. 

There are occasional reports of larjgi^ 
reinforcements to the French army passing 
through Bayonne, but every thing remains 
quiet upon the frontier, and the enemy has 
not renewed his attempt on Ciudad Rodrigor.* 
This calm, however, may be the forerunner of 
a storm, for the designs of Buonaparte against 
the independence of the peninsula, are of a 
nature not to be doubted. The patriotism of 
the Spaniards, although chilled and repressed 
by the imbecility of their government and the 
gigantic efforts of Great Britain in defence of 
an injured and insulted nation have,hitherto 
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foiled the plans, and blasted the hopes of the 
usurper ; but now that he can give his undi- 
vided attention to an object of so much im- 
portance as annexing the resources of this 
immense territory to the power of France, by 
placing the crown of Spain securely on his 
brother^s head, it is impossible not to feel 
considerable anxiety for the ultimate result 
of this great contest. 

Within these few days. General Robert' 
Crawford has passed the frontier with the 
light division and a troop of horse artillery4, 
and thrown himself into Fort Conception, 
two miles beyond Almeida. — Deserters^ 
chiefly Germans, frequently come over, but 
/rom them little information can be obtained; 

The sick of the army are sent every 
Monday to Fozdao, where they embark on 
the Mondcgo for Figueira, and from thence 
proceed to Lisbon. 
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LETTER XXXII. 

Tbe Fteacfa are making PrepAiatioas for the Siege ^ CkMf 

Rodrigo, &c. 

Vizeu, ^HA Afril, WX», 

On the 22d ultimo, Mortier's bead qnr^ 
ters were at Zafra> with 9000 men, and Ideti/k 
at Meridia with 3 to 4000, having his out« 
posts at Torremayor, &c. The whole of th* 
enemy's force in Estramadura, does not 
exceed 15,000 men. Romana isatBad^os^ 
and Balasteros, with the right of his* arai|r 
at Olivenza, where the French werfe for 
some time ; the left extends to AlbuqnerqaOy 
and there are some troops in Campo Mayor. 
The number of Spaniards bearing arms is 
about 15,000, and as many more in traint&g* 
The French are supposed to have not inore 
than 25,000 men to the southward of the 
Sierra Morena. 

The 2d division of infantry is at present 
quartered in Portalegre. — Major-General 
Slade's brigade of cavalry at Apaihao and 
Abrantes. — Lieutenant-General Hill is in 
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Communication with Badajo^^ and his lightj 
troops are at Nisa and Villa Velha to ob«rve 
the movements of the enetoy,- should Regnier 
attempt to push a corps along the left bank 
bftheTa^us. 

Brigadier-General Howarth, and another 
troop of horse artillery have arrived at Lisbon. 

The force under Marshal ]^ey is said to be 
increased from 15 to 25,000 men: with him 
are Generals Loison, Laborde and the younger 
Kellerman. Forty of Ney's body guards' 
deserted the other day. — ^Frejquent skirmishes' 
take place at the out-posts, in which the 
British are uniformly successful. 

Colonel Trant has proceeded from Oporto 
with 3000 men to defend the strong Pass of 
Salamonde, should Junot endeavour to 
penetrate into Portugal by that route. 

Head-quarters moved on the 14th instant 
to Cea, a>small town on the acclivity of the 
Estrella, the largest mountain in Portugal, at 
the distance of 6 leagues from Vizeu. Upon 
its summit are two lakes, from the greater, 
two of the principal rivers in this kingdom, 
tlie Mondego and Zezere take their rise ; the 
Alva derives its source from tl r» Tl 
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eofuatryia highly beautiful and romantic^ an4 

th(B ff^n vallies at the foot of the EstreUa^r 

form a rei^arkable contrast with it^ 9pov 
covered sides. 

On the 19th instant Lord WeUingtopr 
returned to Vizeu. 

This mornings two Spanish deputies ajrpyed 
from Ciiidad Bodrigo^ to request the Com« 
ipander of the forces would move up to the 
relief pf that city, in the event of its being, 
attacked, for which the French appeared to 
be making serious preparation . 
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LETTER XXXni. 

The British move up to the frontiers. — Head-quarters at Celerico^ 
— Marshal Beresford at Fordos. — Astorga surrenders to Junot. 
— Masseba arriv«stit Salamanca.— -City of Guarda. 
* • 

Cdaricoy 20/A May, IftlOt 

About 1 o'clock on the morning of the 
27th instant, an order was issued for the 
guards to advance, each man carrying 3 days 
provisions, and biscuit for six days on 
mules. AlthoQ^ this order was equally sud- 
den and unexpected, yet the whole were in 
readiness at the appointed hour, and marched 
from Vizeu, with the good wishes of the in- 
habitants, to Mongualde, 2 leagues, where 
the brigade arrived soon after mid-day. The 
country on the right, was extremely beauti- 
ful and picturesque. The weatlier hazy, 
with frequent showers; Sir Stapleton Cat- 
ton's head-^qiiarters, were at the magnificent 
mansion of the Paez family. Greneral 
Camerqn's brigade^ under the command of 
Lord Blantyre, marched from Mongi de 
this morning, and the whole of t > 
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in motion, to fcikc up a position nearer the 
frontier. The Commander of the forces 
passed through to CelericO'. The Cold- 
stream went 2 leagues further to Villacova. 

April the 28th, to Fornos, 3 leagues over 
a very hilly road. In these 2 last townsy tbe^ 
troops were but indifferently accommodated. 
The day was remarkably warm, and the 
beautiful green fields ev^ry where carefully 
cultivated, formed a striking contrast with 
the barren summit of tlie neighbouring 
Estrella. 

On the 29th, the guards arrived at Cele- 
rico, which not affording sufficient quarters 
for the brigade, the Coldstream proceeded 
to Lagiosa, in the Val de Mondego, and 4 
companies of the 3d regiment to the village 
of Frontilhera* 

The Mondego, after running for some 
leagues due north, makes abend round Cele-> 
rico, and then pursues its course to the Atlan«> 
tic, in a westerlv- direction. The antient 
name of this town, is said to have been Silio- 
brigum, and here are the remains of a Ro- 
man fort, but of its history, no certain infor- 
mation can be obtained from the inhabitants/ 
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The clergy are almost the only class who poS* 
sess any learning, and even among them a great 
number are extremely ignorant, and kxlo^ 
Kttle of their country. In this respect they 
differ from their neighbours, the Spaniards, 
who take a pride in the traditions handed 
down by their ancestors, and dwell with a 
peculiar delight on a recital of those battles, 
which ended in the total expulsion of the 
Moors. It is only lirom foreign authors, that 
the Portuguese can derive a just knowledge 
of their country, as their own historians give 
such a colouring to facts, as to leave little 
semblance to the truth. 
- Astorga, a town without walls, and garri- 
soned by 3000 men, has surrendered to Junot 
after a months siege, during which the 
French lost about 6000 men. 

Ney has his position on the Turmes. His 
advance on the Agueda. 

Regnier shewed himself before Badajoz, 
on the 12th inst. when he was fired at from 
the batteries. 

A French officer came in this morning, who. 
states, that he deserted in consequence of 
an a|&ront o^Bered toi ^"^ his commandjujit 
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uptQ Mrhom be drew hia svi/iOFdt H^ says 
that Massena is at Salamanca^ t^t th9 
French have been reinforeedv aad are aow 
80»000 strong betwixt that city aad Ciuddd 
Rodrigo. 

Marshal Beresford's head-quartera are afr 
Fomos, and several brigades of Portuguese 
infentry have arrived in thfai neighhouiM 
hood. 

The advance under Geheral R. Crawfof^, 
has fallen back upon Almeida, but 4 coai«» 
panics of the 45th regiment, and sone Por-^ 
tuguese troops are in Fort Conception^ and 
the cavalry patrole to the banks of thft 
Agueda. close to which, and in sight oppo- 
site are the enemy's piquets^ wko^as^ wall a» 
the British, try the fords daily. There is B0; 
doubt entertained in thi^^ array, tiiafc Mas^ 
sena intends to commence active eperalions 
as soon as the weather will pet sut, but ^' 
rains stiU continue. His foix^ is stated, by 
all deserters, at not less than 7O,D0D ; tbis in^ 
eludes Juriot's corps of ^0,000 meo, kubeljH oit^ 
rived from the north. 

B^gnier is still in E^emadmra, baat is ex^ 
|)(ect^d to. combing with Mftwenflj, miim^i^ 
tack on Portiigal. 
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The FreiiGh gain no gitouad in the g^od wjSL 
of the Spaniard^^ and their ififlueiide does not 
extend beyond thie rsmge af tfadr cafiiidn. 
Buonapa!d£ has lat^y issued a de^cree^ direct!- 
mg the Frtnch generals, who ^rdmrnand in 
SpHin to levy contributions on tlit iihhabir- 
tant&,#3r the sobsisteftce and payiiient of theit 
armies^ as tiiey must not expect aaiy iBoiit 
money for this purpose. 

The ancient city <rf Guards, at the dl^tonce 
of 2 leagues from hence, is situated on the 
northern extremity of the Estrella. After 
passing through the village of Lagiosa and the 
romantic scenery of the Val de Mondego, 
the road winds up a steep hill, from whence 
the cifcy appears at the distance of a mile. 
Here are few objects worthy of notice. The 
cathedral, a rude gothic pile was built in the 
11th century. The castle of a latisr date, 
is now in ruins, what time had spared, hav^ 
ing been demolished by the French. From 
the walls a remarkaUe fine view is obtained 
of the country to Ciudad Rodrigo, in fro&t of 
a range of hills ten leagues distant. 

On the left appears Pinhel, and 3 leagues 
fujther, tlie fortress of Almeidj*^ on tbe 
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Spanish side of the Coa^ over which there is 
a stone bridge, 2 miles from the town. 
. The fine commanding plain of Guarda na- 
turally points it out, as the station for a body 
of troops, to observe and check the incursion 
of a hostile force on this part of the.fron-- 
tier, and when pressed by superior numbers, 
it will be in the Commander's option to fell 
back upon his reinforcements, by the roads 
i)n either side of the Estrella. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Cludad Bodrigo besieged and taken after a most gallant defence.-- 
The British out-posts withdrawn to Val de Lamula, Szc 

Cekrico, 24/A July, 1810- 

On the 25th of June, the Commander 
of the forces and the heads of military de- 
partments, moved from Ceierico to Almeida ; 
and on the 30th to Alverca, 3 leagues or 
midway betwixt this town and Almeida. 

On the 17th the French having completed 
their trenches before Ciudad Rodrigo, in- 
vested the place with a force of 30^000 
infantry and 5000 cavalry* Deserters say 
that the troops have only a quarter ration 
of biscuit without meat, and no forage 
for their horses. 

On the night of the 25th of June tlie 
enemy opened his batteries against Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and after a most gallant defence, 
during which about 700 of the inhabitants 
were killed by the bombardment, the Go- 
vernor, seeing no hopes of relief, and his 
provisions and ammunitit being nearly 



i^ * « 



ITO 



exhausted^ surrendered by capitulation oa 
the evening of the 10th instant. 

The Marquifi of Roniana came from 
Badajos for the purpose it was said of re- 
questing Lord Wellington would advance 
to its relief, but departed perfectly satisfied 
with the propriety of the British leader's 
reasons for declining to make a forward 
movement ; which, by endangering the 
safety of his army, might ultimately coittpro^ 
mise the general cause. 

On the 28th ultimo the enemy havijig^ dri- 
ven in the British out-posts* tt> AlooDeda^ 1 
league beyond Fort Conception hutted Bt 
Gallegos with his advanced guards and ojoi 
the 5th instant his force having inereasedf m 
this side of tire Agueda, General CrafWfercf 
withdrew his piquets into Foi*t Concepfionr^ 
which he abandoned on the 21jsfe and the Bri- 
tish out-posts retired to Val de Lamula« 
On that day a skirmish took place, in which 
Lieutenanb-Colonel Talbot, of the l*th dra- 
goons, was killed ; the cavalry madb 2' offieer^ 
and SO men prisoners, who declare tihat the 
French army is much straitened* for provi^ 
«$ions« 



'i!:* 




171 



General Cameron's brigade moved forward 
to Minucal Bara^al and the adjacent 
villages, a league in front of Celerico, on 
the 20th ; and Colonel Archibald CampbelFs 
fine brigade the 6th and 18tli regiments of 
Portuguese infantry, marched through this 
town on thfiXF route to the Val de Mon- 
dego. 

On the following day Sir Brent Spencer, 
second in cominand; left this with his staff 
for Avelans de Biviera^ 

Regnier 18 reported to have arriwd wi^ 
bis diviBiba at Zair2!a Maydp« 

Yesterday and' this> morning it iias rained 
violently, witib thundiep and lightning. 

Fov the last & weeks tiss ot&<tef$ have 

V 

amused themselres^ wi"^ fi^equ^nt })orsd--racest 
in this nei^boiirhood^ and thette was occajr' 
tionaliji sotn£rgood sport« 



1T3 



LETTER JQCXV. 

General Crawford retires over the Coa, after a smart aCur widi m 
greatly superior force of the Enemy .-^-Geiieral HiU's DiriskMi 

- crosses the Tagus. — Regnier arrives at Castel Braoco.-«Mofe* 
ments of the British. — ^A party of Officen visit the Estxdh. 

Mwnento de Skrru^ ISih Aupui^ IBIO. 

On the 25th of July, at 3 A.M. the 
guards received orders to march ; and soon 
after 6 proceeded through the small town oC 
Barapal to Marpal de Chao, 2 leagues^ 
where ihey arrived about 8 o'clock. . Tha 
cause of this sudden movement was owing 
to the enemy having passed : the Coa in 
considerable force, after a severely con- 
tested affair with .General R. Crawfoid's 
division. 

During the whole of this day and the fol- 
lowing, the ^/ounded officers and men were 
passing to the rear in cars* 

On the afternoon of the 26th, the enemy V 
advance appeared within a league of head* 
quarters^ where preparations were made to 
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receive them, the divisions of .Generals 
Picton and Crawford being turned out. for* 
that purpose. The 14th and 1 6th dragoons 
take the duty of the" out-posts. 

Lieutenant-General Hill's division of the 
combined British and Portuguese army 
broke up from the left bank of the Tagus 
on the 17th ultimo, and crossing the river 
at Villa Velha, the head • of the column: 
reached Atalaya, 5 leagues on this side of 
Castel Branco, on the 22d. 

Before day-break, on the 28lh of July,: 
the guards, left in front, with the brigade of 
guns attached to the division, moved out of 
the town of Marf al de Chao, and halted, to 
allow General Cameron's brigade to take its 
place in the column, which then, retired 
through Barapal, Celerico, Cortif o, and 
Villa Cortez, to Sampayo, fhere General 
Cameron's brigade was left ; the guards pro- 
ceeded about a league beyond to Gouvea, a 
handsome town, on the "side of the Estrella. 
This day's march was one of the longest 
made by the British in Portugal, being up-^ 
wards of 7 teagues. On the road passed 
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^e 4tb dragoons, and Captain Bull's ti^oop^ 

of horse artiUer}^, SP^^S ^ ^^ advance* 

Next day the column was again in motion. 
About 8 A. M* the guards halted in Vinho ; 
General CameFon's brigade marched a league 
further to Penhan^os. At Vinho the ariiyal 
of the troops threw the inhabitants into 
the greatest consternation ; and a conrentt of 
nuns taking the alarm» the whole place 
became a scene of confusion. In the course 
of the day the friends of the poor Benedict 
tines arrived from different parts of the 
country, and conveyed them away to a 
place of refuge, with the furniture of the 
nunnery. There was^ not a dry eye in tJie 
village as the afiecting cavalcade set out;; 
the poor had experienced the kindness of 
the nuns in a thousand instances, and Ia«» 
mented the hard necessity of their departure 
with unfeigned sorrow. 

Greneraf Spencer remains at the out-posts, 
Fraxedas 2 ^leagues, in front of Alyerca^ 
with the light cavalry and horse artillery^ 
hes^-quarters and General Crawford's li^htt 
division are in Celerico, excepting only tiro^ 
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cwapanies of the 95th^ statioiied o» the 
right bank of the Mondego. 

General Picton's divii»ion is at Sampayo ; 
General Qole's at Linhares, Mello, &c. ; ancj 
the King's German legion at Gouvea. 

Regjiier has arrived at Castei Branca^ 
wjth the 2d eorps of the arnay* and Lieu-? 
tenant-General Hil^s division is wa/tehing 
his movenaents. Lieutenant-Colojael Wyod- 
ham of the royal di^ooos was surprised and 
taken prisoner on a recpnnoitreing party. 

Or this 3d ipstaiit the 3d guards marched 
to Moimiento de Sierra^ a beautiful village^ 
^ miles froqa Vinho, at the foot of the 
Estrella. 

A party was formed to visit the highest 
point of the mountain, which is said to be 
7000 feet above the level of the sea. The 
object of the officers was also to visit the 
lakes in that elevated situation. 

The party set out from Moimentu at aa 
early hour, and passing through the small 
town of Cea, where the Bishop of Guarda 
ha9 a palace, arrived about 9 o'clock at 
§t. Romao, and procured a guide, who con-r 
dvcted them by » r to a chapel 
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clo&e to the river Alva, 2 miles and a half 
from the last town. The road wound beau-* 
tifuUy through a romantic country^ under 

_ * 

the rugged front of the Estrella, whence 
imall streams were issuing in every direction^ 
on their way to join the clear waters of the 
Alva. After this the road became a mere 
sheep-track, and so difficult that the party 
had to dismount and lead their mule». 
With much exertion they at last reached, 
the furthest stage of the Estrella, -wherer 
some rye was growing, and a few peasants 
thrashing* On enquiry they learned that the 
]akes ' were at the distance of 2 leagues^J 
Every step the party advanced the scenery 
became more interesting, and the views'mbre 
extensive ; at one spot where a natural 
amphitheatre was formed, encircled by rocks, 
the sound was reverberated for a long period'^ 
of time: here a large flock of goats were 
feeding. The road was iiow extremely in- 
tricate ; at length the party reached thitf 
summit, and obtained a fine view of the 
Tralos Montes to the northward, and- over 
an immense territory, bounded by the 
Atlantic in the west. The officers w*W 
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Several tim6s enveloped in cloiidsj which at 
length dispersing, they left their mules; aAd 
proceeded to the lakes ; the greater forfning 
nearly a square of 6 by 700 yards, i^as" 
bounded on one »ide by a ridge of rocks,* 
on which were some patches df snoW ;* the 
lesser lake forms a* kind of neck to the 
other. Some parts are so deep m never to 
have been fethomed ; but this may be owing 
to the want of curiosity in the Portuguese. 
Tlie party now returned, and at the end of 
6 hours reached their mules. 

There is some vegetation and a good deal 
of rye growing in the various Sierras. On 
the right, at the furthest. extremity; is tlie 
ridge on which Guarda is situated. T^ie few 
peasants wlwm the officers met with in this 
remote region of the air, informed them 
that wolves were numerous on different parts 
of the mountain ; and here is to be found 
all the various genus of heath arid plants : 
among others the dead plant is seen gi^owing 
out of fissures in the rock, of a white colour, 
and appearing as if scorched by lightning. 

The inhabitants of the villages situated in 
the Estrella have in their history the leading 
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features of all mountain tribes ; they pay 
no taxes, but one^tenth of the produce of 
their lands is assigned for the maiptenaDce 
of a modern noble^ and this tribute is col* 
lee ted half-yearly by his stewards. 

The enemy, after establishing himself on 
the left bank of the Coa, commenced his 
preparations for the siegie of Almeida, in 
which he proceeds but slowly, owing to the 
rocky soil, and the necessity of bringing 
earth from some distance, to cover his ap- 
proaches. Marshal Ney a few days ago 
advanced with a considerable force for the 
purpose of making- a reconnaissance, ^ which 
having completed, he retired to his formet 
position. 
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LETTER XXVI. 

Almeida t^en, afid Retreat of the British. 

Filhadoza, QIH of August, 1810. 

At day-break oh the 19th ins tan t, the 
guards were in motion, and advanced through 
the villages of Vinho, Sam pay o, and Villa 
Cortez, to Linhares, a small town, with an 
ancient castle on the side of the Estrella ; 
and the next day marched through Cortif o, 
to CelericOi 2 leagues. — Reports are favour- 
able. Letters have been intercepted from 
some of the French generals, stating the 
misery and discontent of their troops, from 
sickness, want of pay, and the harassing 
warfare carried on by the Spaniards in every 
quarter. 

On the 21st, head-quarters returned to 
Alverca da Beira ; and on the 23d the guards 
rigain advanced to Marfal do Chao, and oc- 
cupie^ their former cantonments. 

Whether the exertions of the British will 
eventually secure the in 2 of these 
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kingdoms or not, time alohe can discovef ; 
meanwhile the position they have mamtained 
for so many months, in the face of the most 
formidable French army on this side of the 
Pyrenees^ h^s occasioned a diversioii favour-* 
able to the Spaniards, by affording time to 
re-assemble and re-organize their troops^ 
Arhea defeated and dispersed by the superior 
military discipline and tactics of the eaemy i 
and it forms a £ne trait in their natioiial 
character^ that neither by threats or ^xo^ 
misea have any mambers been iodiiced to 
abandon the cause of their country^ and enrol 
themselves under the standard of tbei con-? 
temptible usurper. 

The enemy having completed his works 
before Almeida, opened his batteries on 
the 26th instant, in tlie morning, and ccnn^ 
menced a furious biorabardaient from 70 
pieces of cannon, at the same moment, The 
besiegedi returaed a very brisk fire during the 
whole of tl»t day. 

A tekgfaph was erected at bead-quarters 
to conmiunicate with Alfpeida ; and tt ww 
said to be arranged, that the governor Colonel . 
Cox, was tQ give notice to the CQi|«na»d^» 
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^f the forces when he found a siinrei^er 
unavoidable, on which the whole o£ tbc( 
combined army in tliis quarter was toadvauds 
against the enemy, and driving him beyond 
the Coa, to bring off . the garrison. : .Tiui 
weather being hazy on the 27th, no ntessage 
could be received by the telegraph, but it 
was perceived firom the out-posts that the 
firing had ceased, and that the Governor 
was in communication with the enemy. la 
the absence of all information, various sur- 
mises were formed, and reports circulated, 
but the real cause of the disaster which com- 
pelled Colonel Cox to enter into term* 
with the enemy, remained for the present 
•unknown* 

August the 26th, a sudden order was is- 
sued at 10 A. M. when the guards marched 
to Celerico. Soon after leaving Marpal de 
(Chao, a tremendous thunder-storm came 
on, accompanied with heavy rain- A private 
of the Coldstream was killed by a fliash of 
lightning.— 29th, to Gouvea, -4 leieigues ;— 
30th, to St. Romao, 2 leagues. The Cold- 
stream halted in Ce^. 
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This morning the 3d regiment arrived 
here, about half a mile from Saragoce, on 
the high road to Coimbra. The Coldstream 
in quarters at Torozello. — Distance from 
St. Romao, 1 league. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

The coBibiiied Anny takes up a position on the right Baiik of the 

MoQdego.*>Battle of Biisaco. , . . ' 

St Martinho do Bispo, 20th September, 1810. ^ 

^ On the morning of the 3d instant, the 
1st division marched upon the road io 
Coimbra, 5 leagues. General Cameron's 
brigade and the 3d guards hutted ; the 
Coldstream was quartered in Moita, and 
the King's German legion in an adjoining 
village. 

Next day, the 3d guards marched to the 
village of Sanguinhada, and General Came- 
ron's brigade oh the 5th, was cantoned in 
Cdrtifo. ' 

Head-quarters were at Gouvea, and every 
thing remained quiet in front. The 24lh 
Portuguese regiment, taken in Almeida arid 
said to have volunteered into the French 
service, has every man escaped. 
' At day-break on the 18th instant, the 
puards marched from Moita and Sanguin-* 
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hada; at the same time, the rest of the 
division was in motion, and the whole 
crossed the Fop te de IVfarceUa and bivouaced 
2^ leagues beyond, near the village of Foy 
d'Arouce^ on the banks of the river Ceuai 
Thunder and lightning with heavy rains, 
which continued, without intermission, the 
whole of the night and following morning. 
/ Before day-break on the 19tU»the division 
was again on march, and entered Cqimbr^ 
^000 after mid-day,, 

Head-^quarters were yesterday in Co((ii(^.oi 
find this morning Lord WelUngtpn with his 
$taf]^ accompanied by Marshal B^re&fordt 
crossed the Mondego. 

During the nighty several Portuguese iffgi-^ 
poents came into Coimbra. 

Ai half-past 9 A. M. on the 20th ^ i}^ 
division advanced on the Oporto road and 
halted ai Malheada, in which town, the 34 
guards were quartered. The Coldstreaoi 
i^alted in a wood on the right. Coloneil 
Packenhani's brigade, the 7th and 79th w«^ 
in advance. Lord Blautyre (Cameron jj) ojp^ 
the left, and the King's German l^ion- fealf 
a mile in the rear. 




as^ 



September the 21st, before dawn, th^ 
division was under arms. The 3d guards 
moved out of Malheada to join the Cold- 
stream, when Colonel Packenham's brigade 
went into cantonments. Several brigades of 
Portuguese infentry formed in the rear of the 
division on the Coirabra road. 

September the 22d the Coldstream went 
into quarters at Valcalira, the 3d regiment 
in the villages of Travossa and Canedo. 

The fiill of Almeida after a bombardment 
of only one day, but un reality, occasioned 
by the explosion of the grand magazine ; by 
which unfortunate event, one half of the 
town was destroyed, 500 of the garrbon, and 
a great number of the inhabitants killed^ 
removed the principal remaining obstacle to 
.the entrance of Massena's army into this 
kingdom, bat they proceeded with great 
caution in their movements, owing to the 
difficulty of bringing forward their supplies, 
which was absolutely necessary, as the enemy 
could not place any dependence on the 
resources of a country so long occupied by 
the British. The French appear to have 
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been completely foiled iti tlieir phihg,'bj the 
prudent defehsive system adopted by Lord 
Wellington, as there can be no doubt that 
it was a principal object with Massena, in 
undertaking the sieges of Ciudad Rodriga 
and Almeida, to draw the British from their 
strong hilly positions to the plains on which 
these towns are sitaated ; where, if at all, 
the superior number of his cavalry might be 
expected to give him the advantage. On a 
further advance from the frontier, that spe-» 
cies of force could no longer be rendered 
useful in the same degree, but must proye 
extremely burdensome and embarrassing to 
his operations, from the very great scarcity 
of forage, which even the British experienced 
at times, although the harvest had been got 
in> and the whole grain in the country was 
in requisition for their sippply. 

About a fortnight ago, Marshal Massena 
made a feint of coming dowpupon the left 
bank of the Mondego, and actually pushed 
his reconnoitreiug parties to Cortipo and Lin- 
hares in tliat direction, but, apprehensive of 
meeting a check at the strong pass of tlie 





Ponte de Marcella, he, oh the 18th, 19th, 
And 20th of September crossed the river 
with his whole army at the bridge of Fornos, 
below Celerico, advancing upon Coimbra 
by the way of Vizeu. This movement of the 
enemy was met by the Commander of the 
forces with his usual foresight, and the in- 
tentions of the French leader being now 
clearly developed, the 2d division under 
General Hill was directed to join the main 
body b}' the route of Sobriera Formosa knd 
Pedro-gao, when the whole of the combined 
army, with the exception of General Fane's 
division of cavalry and some Portuguese in- 
fantry, was placed upon the right bank of 
the Mondego, with a celerity which set all 
ordinary calculation at defiance. 

September the 22d, skirmishing at the 
out-posts. 

On the 23d, the bridge over the Criz bc- 
j^ond Mortigao having been blown up by 
Brigadier-General Pack,^ the French. occu- 
pied themselves in repairing it, and then 
passed over a column of infantry and ca- 
valry, who were opposed by the light division 
and General Pack's Portuguese brigade. 
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On the 24th and 25th the enemy con«i' 
tinned to advance, and it was evideqt tho: 
whole of his force was concentrating. In a 
smart skirmish. Captain Hoey was severely 
?ind Mellish slightly wounded. 

Whilst the French continued their ap^ 
proach upon Coimbra by the road leading 
over the Sierra of Busaco, the main body of 
the allied army remained in the adjoining 
villages, where the troops had been cantoned^ 
that they might not suffer from the heavy 
dews at this season of the year. 

Before day-break on the 26th the several 
divisions of British and Portuguese were in 
motion. The brigade of guards arrived in 
the village of Luz about 8 o'clock^ and 
soon after began to ascend the Sierra of 
Busaco, qn whose summit is situated^ a 
convent of the austere order of La Trappe^ 
Lord Wellington's head-quarters. ITie route 
lay for nearly 2 miles through the gardens; 
before leaving them, a cannonade eoiti^ 
menced, the brigade was ordered to k)»4 
and then formed behind the brdw of the 
hill, from whence, the whole of the enemy '^ 
force was distinctly discerped. They afe?*.* 
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peared in considerable numbers^ the infantry 
supposed to be not less than GOyOOO^ and a 
very, large force in cavalry. 

About 5 P. M. the French piquets made 
an attack upon the Portuguese light troops,' 
(casadores,) who returned their fire with the 

A 

utmost steadiness and resolution. 

The formation of the combined army wa? 
as follows : — 

Lieutenant-General Hill's division, which 
bad crossed the Mondego this morning, was 
placed on the right of the whole line, having 
the divisions of Generals Leith and Picton 
on his left. In the centre, the 1st division, 
of which the guards formed the rights un-» , 
der the command of Sir Brent Spencer, 
beyond was the light division in the rtiost 
advanced part of the position^ opposite the 
gardens of the monastery. Major- General 
Cole's at the extremity on the left. 

General Fane's division of cavalry re- 
mained on the left bank of the Mondego, to 
observe the movements of the enemy in that 
direction : a few squadrons only were oh the 
heights, the ground being unferoiirable for 
that description of force; the maia 
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bod J under Sir Stapleton Cotton was formed 
in the plains in front of Malheada, and on 
the Oporto road. . / 

The brigades of Portuguese infantry and 
casadores. were united with the British^ and 
the result pi-oved this to have been the 
best possible distribution of the troops. of 
our ally. 

The line of the combined army thus 
posted, extended along the ridge of Busaco 
for nearly 2 leagues, but the whole of the 
intermediate space was not occupied, except 
by a chain of light troops, and formed the 
segment of a circle, whose extreme, points 
embraced every part of the enemy's position. 
Not a movement could be made in the 
French lines without its being immediately 
observed from the Sierra, and this circum^ 
stance contributed most materially to the 
success of the British. 

At dusk, the 1st division moved to the 
right, and bivouaced close ta the brow of tha 
hill covered by the light infantry. The 
weather thick and foggy. 

September the 27th at dawn of day the 
enemy advanced 2 columns, and at the saiQ0 




moment, threatened 'the right and centre} of 
the allied army. The column on- the right 
moved up the hill, under the fire of the light^ 
troops, with great intrepidity, and had 
gained the summit, when it was charged . 
whilst deploying into line, in the most gal- 
lant manner by Colonel Mackinnon's bri- 
gade, the 45th. and 88th regiments, and the 
9th Portuguese under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sutton, supported on the right by part of 
General Leith*s corps, and on the left by 
Major-General Lightbume's brigade and the 
guards, which had moved to the right for 
that purpose, on the first indication of the 
enemy's intention. Tlie French could not 
withstand the shock, but retreated down the 
hill with immense, loss. One regiment, the 
1st Legere of Regnier's Corps d'Armce was 
entirely cut to pieces. The enemy foiled m 
this attack, made another more to the right, 
where he was again repulsed at the point of 
the bayonet. This second attack was sup- 
ported by some heavy artillery, and dis- 
mounted 2 guns ; but a shell having set fir^ 
to the ammunition tumbril which blew up, 
tlia Frencli abandoned their J tery^ ^ - > 
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The Cotnmandcr of the forces was CTerjr 
i¥here in person » giving directions and supernp 
intending the different points of attacks 
Early in the morning, two of his statf; 
Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell and Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset were wounded. 
' Finding these attacks on the right nnsue* 
cessful, the enemy directed his principal 
efforts against the left of the centre^ and 
in a charge made by the 43d and 52d regi-^ 
mcnts, General Simon was wounded and 
taken with his Aid*de-Camp. A short timiEf 
afterwards a young Spanish lady, in male! 
attire, whom the General had carried oS 
from Madrid, and his baggage, were sent to 
the British head-quartei*s with a flag of 
trtice. 

About 8 o'clock a fog came on, whith^ 
for a time, partially obscured the positions 
of the respective armies. When the' day 
cleared up, it was discovered that the enemy 
had placed large bodies of light troops^ in 
the woods and valley which skirted the bofc* 
torn erf the Sierra. They were successfully 
opposed by the light division, the casadoresi 
Xht light infantry of the 1st division^ aod 
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Colonel Pakenham's brigtidethe Ttli, and 
79th TegiiDcntskr Thfe €n0my*8 fire slaofcen^l 
about noon, but the light troops contmu0d 
engaged until the 6?ening. D^*iog -the 
action, n number of cfeserteKS^ fisnue over. /- 

On the following morn Mig the? light infanfrjr^ 
were again partially engaged on the left of 
the line. At mid-day the enemy's cavalry 
and several columns of infantry were ob- 
served in motion to the rear. All quiet in 
camp. The French set fire to a small vil- 
lage on leaving it. * 

At 10 P. M. the army quitted the position 
of Busaco. After halting for 2 houi^s near 
the monastery, the 1st division proceeded 
on the road to Coimbra. At day-light on 
the 29th, it was perceived that the enemy 
had withdrawn the whole of his troops from 
the ground he occupied during the engage- 
ment. 

An hour before sun-set the division halted 
within a league of Coimbra, and this morning 
the troops were again imder arms before day- 
break. About 8 o'clock the guards in the 
rear of the column forded the Mondego, 
and went into quarters in the village of St. 
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Martinho do Bispo. Strong picquets were « 
formed to protect the fords during the 
night. 

A detachment of the guards joined this 
day from England, having come round bj 
sea from Lisbon to Figueiras« 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

The Combined Army retires to the entrenched Position^ in the 

vicinity of Lisbon, <fcc. 

Porttlla de Casaes, 10th Navember, 1810. 

The manc3euyres of Marshal Massena, after 
the battle of Busaco, left the Commander of > 
tlie forces, in no doubt of his intention to 
throw his whole army on the high road, fronft 
Oporto, and the position being turned on the- 
29th of September, by the enemy's njove-- 
ment to the right. Lord Wellington, in pur- 
suance of the defensive system, on which lie. 
had hitherto acted, commenced his retreat to . 
the fortified lines in the neighbourhood of 
the capital* 

On the 1st of October, Sir Brent Spencer's 
division moved out of their cantonments, 
before day^break, and passing through the 
town of Periera and Soure bivouaced at dusk, 
in a vinevard close to the latter. The roads 
were crouded with people flying from their 
liouses to the mountains and sea coast, the 
n}ooas.teries aod niuc ^re deserted ; 
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numbers accompanied the march of the Bri- 
tish troops, and the banks of the Mondego 
were lined with distressed groupes, impa* 
tiently waiting to embark. 

The advance of the enemy on this morn- 
ing entered Coimbra, their cavalry having 
previously charged a troop of horse artillery, 
which retired without loss over the Mon- 
dego. 1 . 

October the 2nd, After a fatiguing raar€h 
of 5 leagues, on a road parallel with the one 
through Pombal, by which the main body of 
the army was retiring, the 1st division^halied 
on the banks of the Rio Maganche, within 
a league of Leyria, through which the troops 
marched next morning, and bioouaoed in a 
wood, a league and a half beyond^ near 
Canvieza, until the 5th, when the ooltimils 
were again in motion, and haUed at the close 
of day> near the village of CoHdieFas. •. 

On the 6th, through RionAiiyor to Alcoen* 
tre, 4 leagues, and on the^ 7th, to Akiea 
Oallega, the same distance. The arfiiy^each 
day in bivauac 

Heavy rains set in on the following mmti« 
ing, and the roads were in a dwadl^i Atate. 
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The 1st division passed through Sobral^^ 
about noon, and the battalions were can- 
toned in the adjoining villages- The guardi 
at San Quintino, within a short distance of 
the works. 

The cavalry under Sir Stapleton Cotton, 
covered the retreat of the army, during the 
whole of the march from Busaco, and on 
several occasions, particularly at Leyria, on 
the 5th instant proved its decided superiority 
over that of the enemy. 

October the 9th, heavy rains. * The troops 
remained in their quarters. The state of the 
roads necessarily retarded the enemy's ad- 
vance to the position -^ 
: October the 10th, the whole division in 
Sobral. The commander of the forces, and 
Marshal Beresford, arrived at San Quintino. 
Next day the troops marched from Sobral, 
at 2 in tbe'^afternoon, and remained until 
dusk, on the brow of a hill, in front of the 
grand batteries. Afterwards the guards 
moved into the village of Sobriera. Heavy 
rains, with thunder and lightnings but the 
enemy continued to advance, notwithstand-^ 
ing the -sevlerity of the weather. 
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October the 12th, all quiet. The troops 
were kept in readiness to turn out at a mo- 
ment's notice. 

On the 13th, a strong column of the enemy 
was observed on the height, beyond Sobraly 
apparently moving towards the left. The 
gun boats, under the command of Lieute- 
nant Berkeley, stationed in the Tagu5, 
abreast of Villa Franca, opened a heavy fire 
this morning upon the town, in which thepe 
was a French force of 1200 men, Avho wer& 
driven out, with conj>iderable loss. GeirBFal 
Lacroix was cut in two by a cannon shot. 

Working parties were employed in coi]»* 
pleting the works on Sobriera Hill, and ia 
mending the road to Bucellas. The high 
road to Mafra runs throixgh this ^village* 
All quiet during the night. 

About noon on the 14th, the enemy 
opened a battery of four-pounders,, from 
behind some casks, at the entrance oi 
Sobral, upon the advance of the 1st division^, 
consisting of the 71st regiment^ under Colo- 
nel Cadogan, and part of Major-Geneiul ' 
Cameron's brigade. After a sevei?e , conflict 
of an hour^ the enemy's firQ wai^xiiscontinued^ 
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and each party carried off their wounded. 
In this affair the French lost IGO men, Bri* 
tish, 40, in killed and wounded, A few pri- 
soners were taken, but no advantage gained 
on either side. The picquets remained 
at dusk within a short distance of Sobral, 
which was occupied by the enemy, whose 
force being increased towards the evening, 
by the arrival of the 8th corps, and part of 
the 6th, Sir Brent Spencer, in the course of 
the night, withdrew his advanced posts. 

At- day-break the next morning, a recon- 
noitreing party of the enemy was observed 
on the heights, where M ajor-General Came- 
ron's brigade was posted the day before. 
About 7 A. M. the light infantry of the 
guards, moved out of Cabedos, in which a 
company of the 60th was left. Several 
working parties employed in mining the 
roads for explosion. The report of Colonel 
Trant, having taken 5000 of the enemy's 
sick and wounded, in Coimbra, has reached 
the French army, and creatse a considerable 
sensation among the troops, whom the offi- 
cers are endeavouring to persuade that the 
news is unfounded. 
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- M asseha attended by a large staff, was ^s^ 
tinctly seen reconnoitreing yesterday, for 
H considerable time. His army is in 3 divi- 
sions, and the right does not appear to be 
advanced beyond Sobral, his left, extended to 
the Tagus^ The road to Torres Vedras, is 
rendered nearly impassable, by the rainsr 
which still continue, although not so violent 
as during the last week. It is-generally be- 
lieved tliat the French are in a very awk- 
ward predicament, in consequence of their 
rapid advance. Masi^ena has met witli aa 
opposition he certainly did riot expect, and 
his difficulties are hourly increasing, from the 
H^nt of provisions. 

At 5 P. M. the guards moved out of So- 
briera to Portella de Casaes, to make room 
for Major-General Sir W, Erskine's bri* 
gade* 

The following is the disp6sition of the 
Combined army :— 

2d division — 

Hiirs, the right resting at Alhandra^ 
on the Tagus, and flanked by gun- 
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bcmte. The brigades of Generals 
Luailey aud Hoghton, at Bucella^* 

Light division, Crawford's, i , 
50, ditto. Leith's J ""<•" <^''°^»'- 

1st division — 

Sir B. Spencer, centre and left. 
The Geneml's head-cjuarters in So; 
briera- 

Sd division — 

Picton's, Torres Vedras. 

4th division — 

Cole's, DiasJ^ortas. 

6th division — 

A. Campbeirs, Ribaldienu 

v 

Cavalry. — Head-quarters of Sir S, Cotton, 
atMafra. 

The Portuguese brigades in the batteries, 
and intermixed with the British Brigadeir- 
General Pack commands ip the fort, on the 
most elevated point, and in the centre of 
the intrenched Hne. From this spot, which 
is immediately above the village of Portella 
de Casaes, there '^ iful and exten- 
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Bive view ; comprehending on the right, the 
rich valley of the Tagus, and across that 
river into the province of Alentejo, and on 
the left, to the Atlantic, including the whole 
of the positions, the hill of Cintra> and the 
Burlings — with the fortress of Peniche. 

October l6th, all quiet — the sick sent 
daily to Lisbon. Working parties employed 
on the works, and in repairing some roads> 
and blocking up others. Communications 
to the Commander 6f the forces, sent by the 
telegraphs on the hills, under the command 
of naval officers, and ijignals for the several 
brigades to march to their respective alarm 
posts, directed to be made on the first ap- 
pearance of a forward movement by the 
cnem3% 

On the 19th, the Marquis of Romana^ 
crossed the Tagus below Villa Franca, with 
thie 1st division of the Spanish army, under 
General O'Donnell. 

The principal part of the French infantry 

« 

have hutted in a pine wood, about a league 
in rear of Sobral, Avhich they continue ta 
occupy. The enemy has no troops to the 
right of that to\Yn, therefore it is supposed . 
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that the attack wh^n made with a view of 
penetrating to Lisbon, will be either by the 
high road, leading from Sobral, to that city^ 
or by the road on the bank of the Tagus^ 
which in addition to the troops and batteries 
in that part of the hne is flanked by the gunM 
boats, under Lieutenant Berkeley, Who has 
already driven him out of Villa Franca. Mas- 
setia seems at no time to have entertained the 
idea of forcing his way to the capital, by the 
road on the sea side, from Torres Vedra», 
through Mafra and Cintra. 

October the 28th, the heavy rains have 
been succeeded for the last week, by fine dry 
healthy , weather, the mornings cold. De-* 
serters continue to arrive, who affirm that 
the enemy's baggage is sent to the rear, and 
that a considerable force, under Loison, has 
already fallen back upon Thomar, doubtless 
with a view of collecting provisions,, of which 
particularly bread, the troops are in great 
want. The accounts of deserters, however, 
are always to be received with extreme jea- 
lousy and caution. 

Brigadier-General Blunt has sent out par- 
ties from Penicl ' , i -are constantly ha- 



rassiug the enemys right ^ several skirmishes 
have takea place near Obidos, where there 
is a small Portuguese garrison commanded 
by Captain Fenwick. 

Major-General Fane, has crossed the Ta- 
gus^ with a division of cavalry and infantry 
to prevent the enemy foraging in the 
Alentejo, 

Tlie enemy's force on his left seems to have 
rather increased. Massena was observed 
making a reconnoissance yesterday, 

November the 7th, Marshal Beresford 
was invested with the Insignia of the Bath 
in the royal palace of Mafra, on wbieb 
occasion the Commander of the Britisk 
forces gave a splendid entertainment to the 
oflScers of the array and to the Portuguese 
i^obility. 

The enemy remains in statu quo, and oo=t 
thing of importance has lately taken place* 
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LETTER XXXIX. 
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Retreat gf the Freocb.— The BritiA ia pursiut« arrive befott 
SantareiQ, wber^ General R. Crawford 1$ left to. watch the 
EDcmy, Sec, 

Cartaxo, November 26, 1810. ' 

At day-light, on the 15th instant, it wa^ 
perceived that the enemy's piquets were 
Avithdrawn, and soon aftenvards that lie 
had quitted Sobfal, and was in full retreat 
on the road to Santarem. At midnight the 
troops received orders to march. At day- 
break the brigade of guards moved off, pass* 
ing through Sobral, and at 2 P.M. arrived 
in Alemquer, where Massena's head-quarters 
had been for some time.-^The day remark- 
ably foggy. — The French had placed fire 
beacons on every height. — Alemquer is beau- 
tifully situated in a valley, watered by a small 
river. Here is a very large paper manu- 
factory, the only one in the kingdom. 

The whole place exhibited the usual 
marks of its having been possessed by the 
enemy, every house being left in a most dirty 
state. Nothing e d the unpitying hand 
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of the French ; the furniture in many houses 
was destroyed, although it appeared that 
they had gone off without much previous 
notice. The churches were not spared by 
the enemy ; on the contrary, every thing 
appertaining to religion seemed marked for 
particular destruction. The deserted nun- 
nery was completely ransacked. 

November the 17th, the 1st division halted 
in Alemquer, where head^quarters also re^ 
mained. Next morning the troops .wer6 
under arms before day- break, and passing 
through Carregada, Villa Nova, and Azam^ 
bujo, arrived about 4 P. M. in the town of 
Cartaxo, which the enemy had pillaged. 
Lieutenant-General Hill crossed the Tagus, 
at Valada, on his route towards Abrantes. 

Previous to the march it was said that the 
enemy's rear guard had evacuated Santarem ; 
but this information proving incorrect, the 
Commander of the forces reconnoitred the 
position which the French had taken up^ 
and determined to attack them on the follow* 
ing morning. , ' ^ 

November the 19th, the division, left in 
front, marched from Cartaxo at day-breakj 
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and at 8 o'clock halted on a plain to allow 
the rear of the column to close up ; after 
which the troops proceeded on tlie road to 
Santarem, which they arrived in sight of 
about 9 o'clock. General Anson's briMde 
of cavalry was detached on the Riomayor 
road ; several, corps of British and Portu- 
guese , infantry were also moving upon the 
enemy's right. 

The plan of attack had beea already com- 
municated to the general officers. The light 
division was to advance along the marshy plain 
which extends to the Tagus on the right; 
Sir William Erskine's brigade was to engage 
the enemy's attention on the left ; whilst the 
brigade of guards^ preceded by the light 
companies, and supported by Major-General 
Cameron's Highland brigade^ pushed, across 
the bridge and narrow causeway to storm the 
lower range of heights, on which the French 
were discovered in considerable force. This 
part of the attack must inevitably have 
been attended with loss ; the bridge over 
the Riomayor and causeway being com- 
pletely commanded by the enemy's ar- 
tillery, abbattis constructed, arid other im- 
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pediments thrown in the way of the British. 
Every exertion had been made to render the* 
position tenable, and certainly the whole 
presented a most formidable aspect. Besides 
these apparent obstacles to an attack, it was 
supposed that the causeway was mined for 
explosion .---Admitting, however, that these 
difficulties had been overcome by the valour 
and perseverance of the troops, it is doubtful 
whether the British could have maintained 
their ground on the lower ridge, exposed to 
a heavy cannonade from Santarem and the 
adjoining range of heights, to which the 
ascent was extremely difficult of approach^ 
the road leading over another causeway simi*« 
larly commanded as the first by the guas of 
the enemy. During the whole of lliis day,* 
the Commander of the forces contimied bid 
reccnnoissanc€y and in the evening the troops^ 
went into quarters, the guards in tbe Ti'tiagie^ 
of Vall6, leaving strong piquets to secure th« 
front; the advanced sentry was posted OHr 
the bridge, about 150 yards from ibose of 
the French, whose piquet wa$ stationed x» 
the opposite bank. 
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Before day^break on the 20th, the brigades^ 
assembled at their respective alarm-posts, 
and remained under arms until dusk. At- 
11 A.M. the light division and a squadron 
of the royal dragoons advanced along the 
low marshy plain towards the enemy's left, 
and commenced firing on his out-posts ; but 
the ground was so unfavourable that Briga- 
dier-General Crawford soon retired, in which 
movement he was not molested by the 
enemy. — ^The rain of the preceding night had 
completely inundated the plain^ and swelled 
the river, over which a bridge of trees was 
thrown, about half a mile below the one 
communicating with the causeway. 

Head-quarters in Cartaxo, where General 
Leith's division and the King's German legion 
are also cantoned. 

General Hill's division was observed this 
morning on march, on the south bank of the 
Tagus.. 

November the 22d, about 2 P.M. the 
troops were ordered under arms, and the 
baggage sent off to the rear of Cartaxo, in 
consequence of the enemy making a move- 
ment on the left. General Pack's brigade of 
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Portuguese infantry, which had advanced 
towards his right, was obliged to retire aftei; 
some skirmishing, the whole of the. 8th 
corps, Junot*s, being drawn aut for the purr 
pose of making a reconnoissance, which havinig 
completjd, the French returned to SaxitaFC^[i;i» 
The 2d. corps d' armee is also said to he io^ 
that town ; apd Marshal Ney with the 6th» 
betwixt Tliomar and the Zezere. 

On the 23d Sir Brent Spencer withdrew; 
the guards and General Cameron's bdgs^dc^ 
into Cartaxo, where head-quarters rera^ii^ 
The light division coat;inues advanced in fronts 
supported^ by a biig^de of cavalry, ob^ecving 
the enemy ; General Picton's diyisi^. i& a,% 
Torres Vedras ; General A. Ca^pbell'^a at 
Alemquer ; General Cole's at Aza^ubujQ ; 
and General Leith's upon the Iqfl at AI<;or 
entre, &c. The 2d diyisioo Lieiutenas^t- 
General HilVs, and Majoi-Generiil ?aiie'4 
division of cavalry remain on the left h^nh 
of the Tagus. Sir "WiUiaioQi; £rskiiie com* 
mands the advance. 

It was for a day or two supposed tbat 
Massena intended to withdraw bis anny 
from Portugal ; but it would now appear tfaib 
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was never in his contemplation, his sole 
object being to place his troops in good 
winter quarters, until the arrival of the ex- 
pected reififorcements from France, which 
^^ Son Altesse d'Essling*' has been enabled 
to accomplisli, by the possession of Santarem, 
the strongest place on either bank of the 
Tagus. 

Massena was easily enabled to mask his 
movement to the rear, as his troops were 
constantly in motion on the road betwixt 
the position and^Santarem. Having gradu*- 
ally withdrawn the main body, his piquets 
were called in without any previous notice, 
after dusk on the 14lh ; and as no deserters 
came over on that night, his retrqat was not 
^covered until day-ligbt next morning. 
The light division immediately advanced in 
pursuit, but some delay took place in respect 
to the cavalry, who wel-e never enabled to 
bring the enemy's rear guard to action ; con- 
sequently few jwri^oners were made- 
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LETTER XL. 

The French after retiring from before the fortified position in the* 
vicinity of the Capital, are cantoned during the Winter Months 
in Santarem, Thomar, drc.-^Death of the Marquis of Rbmana.** 
Sketch of his Character, &c. 

C4trtax<y, 20tk Febtmmy, 1811. 

The enemy continues to mamtain himself 
in the strong position of Santarem, and the 
three corps of the army under the immediate 
command of Massena, are cantoned in 
Thomar, Torres Novas, and the other 
towns and villages in the fertile district 
betwixt Santarem and the Zezere, -over 
which river he has thrown a bridge, and 
collected a number of boats with the inten* 
tion, it is supposed, of transporting his 
army across the Tagus, into the province *of 
Alentejo. He has also constructed a battery 
on the rising ground, above the town of 
Punhete, and his guns -command the navi- 
gation of both rivers. Notwithstanding these 
advantages, however, the combined force 
under Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, judi-- 
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ciously posted on the left bank of the Tagus, 
is considered sufficiently formidable to op- 
pose the passage of the enemy with ievery 
probability of success. 

The French troops have hitherto drawn 
the whole of their supplies from this district, 
and it is known that the resources of the 
country are in consequence nearly ex- 
hausted. The enemy's excursions in quest 
of provisions and forage for his cavalry are 
always mrade to the rear> and extremely con- 
fined, owing to the vigilance of the orde- 
uenza, who lose no opportunity of cutting off 
stragglers, and continually carry on a most 
harassing and destructive warfare. 

General Gardanne's division which had 
arrived within a short distance of the Zezere, 
about the end of November, became alarmed 
on the appearance of a small reconnoitreing 
party from the garrison of Abrantes, which 
made some prisoners, and retired in great 
confusion towards the frontier, followed by 
the ordenenza, who annoyed them consider- 
ably during their retreat, and captured a 
quantity of baggage. This division subse- 
^ently fomied a junction with the 9th 
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* corps, commanded by General Drouet, twa 
divisions of which taking the route of the 
Ponte de Marcella, arrived at Le3rria m 
December, where this General Ims esti^ 
blished his head-quarters ; having opened 
his communication with the main body of 
the invading army, by a chain of posts ex- 
tending across the country to Pernis, where 
the enemy has thrown up some field works. 
General Claparede occupies Gi^arda, with 
another division, having his advance in Bet* 
monte ; and the renfutining battaliona of the 
9th corps form the garrisons ofjk Almeida^ 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and Salamanca. 

Colonel Pownie^ who arrived horn Eog« 
land with dispatches on the 9th of DecendlMr, 
{Proceeded afterwards to Badajos, hsviog res. 
ceived permission from the Spanish goten^ 
xnent to raise a legbn of 3000 mesi in the 
province of Estremadura. . 

An Aid-de«-Camp of Masseaa's: has beea 
taken prisoner^ disguised as a peasant. Ob 
his person was found a letter addressed ta 
the first French General commandmg a dik 
vision* with whom he coiild meet. AtraM{ 
that the circumstances under whkh he wem 
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taklen tvill affect his life, agreeably to the 
usages of war, it is not improbable but that 
thus isitiiatedi he may have given Lord Wel- 
lington some inforaiatioh of imptirtance, 
which of course is not suffered to transpire. 

Deserters are continually coming in, who 
report that the enemy is destitute of bread, 
and the troops have neither wine nor spirits. 
These articles afe absolutely requisite^ and 
essential to the health of the army, at such 
a seasoti of the yekr, tknd iri a climate like 
thi«. The statement of desertfers howevef, 
must alwajfs be received with sotae degree of 
distrust ; but the pVesent accotifits are cor- 
roborated by the inhabitants of Thonlar and 
Tdrf fes Novas^ who had geflerillj^ remainted 
in their hiabitatiotiS on the afrival of the 
French, atid have now fitted thenfi in a 
Starving condition. 

The eneniy moved a fcohiideraibre fbrfce oif 
infantry and cavalry towards the left, and 
drove the British piquets througfe the town 
^ Rio Mayoi^ on ihe 19th ulttttfo. What- 
ever was their object oh this occiisiori, they 
nbbtt After retired. Genetal Jimot, who com- 
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xnanded the troops, was wounded in the &ce 
bv a ball from a rifle. 

Don Julien Sanchez, whose activity is 
unremitting, has had the address to capture 
a large convoy of biscuit, which was des- - 
tined for the army of Portugal near Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

The engineers have latterly been employed 
in throwing up works betwixt Trafraria and 
Almada, on the south bank of the Tagus j 
and a canal has «a1so been cut across the 
neck of land to Setuyal. — ^These operations 
will completely insure the safety of the nu- 
merous shipping in the river. 

On the 23d of January the cause of the 
peninsula sustained an irreparable loss in the 
lamented death of the Marquis de laRomana; 
He had been indisposed for some diays pre- 
viously with spasms in his chest, but finding 
himself much better on that morning, he 
dressed, with the intention of paying a visit 
to I^ord Wellington, when a sudden retum 
of his complaint rendered it necessary to send 
for medical assistance, which proved unavaU-» 
ing, the attack being of so violent a natun^ 
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as to terminate in the short space of half an 
hour, his valuable existence. 

The death of such a man at any time» 
must have been considered as ia national 
calamity ; at the present moment it is tnatter 
of deep regret, that his country should have 
been deprived of a character, from hisL talents 
and patriotism, so truly estimable. 

The Marquis was educated in France, and 
spoke the language with the fluency of a 
native ; he had resided there at dififerent 
periods, and formed many friendships, but 
all personal considerations gave place to the 
sacred love of his country, which with him 
was an innate principle that glowed in his 
bosom, and formed a distinguished feature 
in his noble character. It was this Amor 
patricB that taught him constantly to depre- 
cate the ascendancy which France so long 
maintained over the feeble councils of the 
Spanish monarchy. 

Buonaparte must be supposed to have pos- 
sessed some knowledge of Romana^s senti- 
ments being inimical to his views, and con- 
sequently dreading the iniSiuence of Kis 
example upon the conduct and minds of his 
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countrymen, he practised that jineaei which^ 
for a time, removed the Mar(j[uis and hid 
brave associates far from their native Idild. 
In this isolated situation, neither his patriot- 
ism nor his firmness for a moment forsook 
him ; the resources of his mind becaiAe 
gradually unfolded, as occasions called themf 
forth, and his unceasing efforts, aided by 
Great Britain, at length restored him and his 
companions to the service of their country. 
From the period of his return, thd Marquis 
continually exerted himself in the cabinet 
and in the field, to frustrate the designs of 
the usurper. No motives of private ambition 
governed his actions; the independence of 
Spain was the sole object of his cares^ and 
n>ost truly, most justly was his :s6alous con- 
duct ppd unshaken loyalty appreciated h^va 
grateful and admiring people. 

At all times affable and ea^ of access, tlm 
Marquis of Romana possessed the mild con- 
ciliating mainners of a perfect gentleman. 
With the courtesy peculiar to his dispositienv 
he listened to ex^ery one, and his eiicellent 
judgD^ent^ imfcttered by prejudice, enabled' 
hind to estimate snd decide with prpmpifinadet' 
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on those measures which were submitted to 
his consideration. The mitid of this iUus^ 
trious patriot was^ indeed, most clear And 
comprehensive; and it is certain, that he 
possessed more talents for business than the 
management of an army, to which, his 
genius was not so well suited ; although, »t 
an early period of life, be had s^opted the 
military profession and attained considerable 
rank. 

The remains of the" Aoble Marquis wcM. 
conveyed to Vallada on the morning of tite 
!l6th, with suitable honors. 

The procession led hf the grenaidktB of 
Major-General Niglitingall's brigade, with 
arms reversed, moved at a slow pace through 
the town of Cartaxo ; the band of the 79th 
regiment playing the mournful, yet beautiful 
and appropriate air *^ To the land of the 
Leal." 

Next followed a squadron of cavalry, and 
a few paces in their rear came the body in a 
car drawn by 6 horses. On the coffin, which 
was covered with crimson velvet, were placed 
the hat and sword of the late Marquis. 
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At a short distance from the car Lord 
Wellington and Sir Bfent Spencer with their 
Aides-de-Camp, and a number of Officers 
attended to pay the last tribute of respect to 
the illustrious deceased. 
. On their arrival at Vallada, the body was 
put into a barge commanded by a Lieutenant 
of the navy and conveyed to Lisbon^ where 
a vault was prepared for its reception, until 
an opportunity shall offer of removing it to 
Majorca, in which island^ the principal estates 
of the Marquis are situated ; and his family^ 
consisting of the Marchioness, a son, and 
daughter, at present reside.* * - 
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LETTER XLI. 

Retreat of Massena from Santarem^ and advance of ^e British.-^ 
Operations during the Parsuit, which is continued until Ae 
whole of the Army of Portugal cross the Agueda, leavuig Al- 
meida to its fate. — French barbarity. 

AlmadUla, Spain, Ibth April, 1811. 

. Intelligence having reached the British 
head^quarters in the beginning of March, 
that the enemy had been for some days em- 
ployed in sending his heavy artillery and 
baggage, with Uie. sick, to the rear, it became 
evident that the French Commander in Chief 
had some important movement in contem- 
plation. On the 4th a large convent in San- 
tarem was perceived on fire ; at dusk on the 
following days the enemy withdrew his pic- 
qucts, and the whole of the remaining force 
evacuated the town about midnight. 

On the morning of the 5th of March, 
General Picton^s division moved forward, the 
enemy having withdrawn his troops from 
the vicinity of Rio Mayor. 
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Soon after day-break on the 6th the light 
division entered Santarem, and^ in the course 
of that day^ the l^t, 4th9 and 6th divisions 
of infantry arrived in the town. Tlie enemy 
during his stay, had omitted no means of 
improving his position, which, in conse^ 
^uence, was found remarkably stfxmg* It 
appears that there were never more than 5 or 
6 regiments in Santarem, and those very 
sickly, which agrees with the accounts uni- 
formly received from prisoners and deserters^ 

The light division arrived about noon at 
Pemis, which the rear-guard of the Frencb 
quitted before day-light, having efiectualfj 
destroyed the 2 arches of the bridge. These^ 
however, were spedily repaired by the staff 
corps far the passage of infantry. 

On the 7th the troops were under arms at. 
an early hour, when the guards and King's 
German legion marched to Perm's, the 4tik' 
and 6th divisions to Golegao* HdBid*-quar« 
ters on this day, at Torres Novas. 

P^nis, where Junot had been stationed 
for some weeks, is situated in a fertile valley^ 
watered by the Aveila in its course to the 
Tagus. About 200 yards above the bridge 



the river, tutnbUng over broken rocks, forms 
a, grand an() romaatic cas<:ade, the banks 
being extremely confined and fringed with 
wood, through which the stream is seen 
rushing, add to the beauty ol the surround* 
ing objects, A ruined mUl, covered with 
ivy, and some old houses overhanging the 
river, contiguous to the fell, contribute fur^ 
ther to enrich the scenery, which is in the 
highest degree picturesque. Under a pro^- 
jection of the cliff lay the mutila^ted remains 
of a Frenchman, who, having straggled from 
hia party, had been put to death by the 
peasantry. 

There were few inhabitants in Pernis^ and 
those in great distress for want of subsistence^ 
the French having on their arrival, seized on 
every article of provision, for their own use, 
regardless of the misery this occasioned to 
the wretched Portuguese. 

On the 8th the artillery of the 1st division 
crossed the river at the ford a little below the 
bridge, and were pai^ked on the opposite 
heights ; the troops remained in their quar-* 
ters^ ready to move at a n^ment's notice. 
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Marcli the <)thj the main body of th^ 
French under Massena have taken the Coini- 
bra road. General Regnier, with the 2d 
corps, is marching towards Espinhel, and 
Loison's division by Anciao. 

About 10 o'clock the guards and King's 
German legion marched from Pernis, and at 
3 P. M. reached Torres Novas, for some 
time Massena*s head-quarters. At 5 the 
brigade was again in motion, and in 4 hours 
the 3d regiment halted in the village of 
Sudes, where there were few inhabitants. 
Roads very bad. The guns in consequence 
took a circuitous route to the right through 
Atalaya. 

On the 10th the 3d regiment advanced to 
Pyalvo, where the Coldstream had been can- 
toned the preceding night. The brigade then 
proceeded on march, and about i)Oon came 
up with the rear of the 4th division on the 
road from Thomar to Leyria. General Oole 
had been ordered across the Tagus to rein* 
force Marshal Beresford, but was recalled, 
on Massena*s movement being distinctly 
ascertained. In the afternoon heavy showert 
of rain. About 4 P. M. halted near the 
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tuisier^ble village^ of Capbajras. Colonel Jh^ 
Grey's bi'igade of cavalry, the King's Ger^* 
man legion, and 4th divUiou on the s^nie 
ground. The whole of the troops in bivouac* 
Before dus^ Major^General Hoghton's qorps 
from the 2d division reached the camp. 

At day*break on the 11th of March, th« 
troops were in motion, and proceeded left iq 
front on the road to Pombal ; the 6tb 
division joined the column, the head of which^ 
after a long and £i.tiguing march, arrived . 
near the town at dusk* Pombal bad been 
set on fire by the enemy, ^vho failed in hi^ 
attempt to hold the ancient castle^ and was 
driven out by the light division. About 9 
P. M . the enemy^s fires in front of the town 
were observed going out ; but a considerable 
force remained in bivouac, at the distance of 
a league. 

The whole of the army was collected near 
Pombal in the course of this evenipg* 

Next morning, (the 12th) the Britislh 
columns advanced along the road to Con- 
deiK2L, part of the troops fording the riveri 
while the rest moved over the bridge and 
through the f m punsyit of the eneooy. 
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whose rear guard, commanded this day by 
Marshal Ney, was brought to action in front 
of the village of Redinha, their right on the 
Sour6 river screened by a wood; from 
whence, after a gallant stand, they were dis- 
lodged by Sir Brent Spencer, with the 3d, 
4th, and light divisions, and the troops fol- 
lowing the enemy briskly across the narrow 
bridge over the Redinha river drove him 
upon the main body at Condeixa. During 
this operation, the remaining divisions were 
in reserve. The army bivouaced for the night 
close to Redihha. The 6th division under 
General A. Campbell made a lateral move- 
ment this morning upon the enemy's right 
by way of Soui'6. 

On the 13th the allied army was again in 
motion at day-break. The main body with 
the artillery marched upon the high road,' 
whilc General Picton advanced along the 
heights i)n the right, with some mountain 
guns. Soon after mid-day the coluqins 
closed up and bivouaced within a league of 
Condeixa, which was observed on fire. The 
light division was, for a short time, partially 
engaged with the enepiy's rear. ■ " ^ 
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Marciti the i4th the ti'oops moved off their 
ground about 7 o'clock, and advanced 
towards Condeixa. In several • places the ^ 
enemy had constructed abattis to retard ^the 
pursuit: these obstacles, however, -ivere 
soon overcome, and the colunins> with: the 
exception of Major-General Picton's divisioa 
which moved along the heights and manoeu- 
vred upon the enemy's left, passed .through 
the once beautiful, but now ruined town of. 
Condeixa. Meanwhile, the light division,, 
supported by the 6th, was warmly engaged 
with the enemy, whose sharp-shooters, ad-^ 
vantageously posted behind stone walls, took.' 
a deliberate aim upon the advance of the* 
British. This irregular warfare r continued 
for some hours; after which, the. enemy, 
retired to a hill, 1 league in front of Miranda 
de Corvo, in consequence of. the movements 
made on his flanks by General Pidtoii and 
the light division under Sir William JJiskine. 
From a height on which the li^^: division 
bivouacedy the French were observed in con- 
siderable force. Regnier, who . had . taken 
the Espinhel road, followed by Jtfajbi^Gene- 
ral Nightingall, effected a junctiwi this, day 
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with the main body under the Prince of 
Esiing, whose whole army wa5 now assembled 
in one solid mass. 

Id the course of the rooming several. 
Officers were wounded. Major Stewart of 
the 9t5th^ Captain Napier of the 43dp and 
Captain Geor^ T. Napier of the 53d. 
Major Ns^^ier of the 50th who had bee& 
severely wounded in the battle of Coruima» 
was sent for to his brothers, when a mosl 
afiecting scene took place. 

March the 15th.— ^The morning was ex« 
tremely foggy, which, proved favourable to 
the enemy» whose movements were thereby 
concealed. About 9 the day cleared upt 
previous to which, the light division under 
Sir WUliam Erskine, dd» (Picton's) and 6tb, 
(A, Campbells) advanced in pursuit. Scriae, 
deserters came in, who said that the Freaeb 
were destroying their artillery and bui^^ng a 
quantity of ammunition. At It, the Ist 
divisioa marched, and about S P. M. passed 
through the smoking ruins of Miranda dfe 
Corvo. The roads throu^out were strewed 
witth animals, destroyed carriages and bag^ 
gage, and mimbers of dead and wounidibdi 
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Frenchmen. At 5, the light division and 
Major-General Picton's, supported by the 
1st and 6th divisions and S brigades of ca- 
valry, brought the enemy's rear to aeliion 
near the village of Foy d'Arouce- The firing 
continued until dusk, when the French 
retreated in confusion and witti considerable 
loss across the Ceira river, in which many 
were drowned. 

On the l6th of March at 4 A. M. the 
enemy blew up the bridge over the Ceira, 
keeping a force on the opposite bank to 
watch the ^ fords. This day the artny halted 
for supplies, which there was found some 
difficulty in bringing forward ; the roads at 
all times had, having been much cut up by 
the late heavy rains. General Cole and Co- 
lonel de Grey have proceeded to join Marshal 
Beresford in the Alentejo. 

On the 17th of March the enemy's rear 
guard moved off during the night, and at 
day-break the advance of the British forded 
the river near the bridge. Soon after the 
ist division crossed at a ford, about a mile 
above, upon which the enemy had brought 
^o guns to bear on the preceding day. 
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On the 18tb of March the army advanced 
towards the Ponte de Marcella, over which 
the whole of the enemy had now retired and 
destroyed the bridge, leaving a strong corps- 
to observe the ford. About 2 P. M. the 

• * 

Ist division halted near^the village of Pom-, 
beiro, where Lord Wellington fixed his head- 
quarters. The enemy was posted in force,^ 
on the right bank of the Alva. During . the 
whole of this retreat, the French made their 
marches by night, putting their troops in 
motion a few hours after dusk. 

The 19th of March. — This morning thick, 
and foggy ; in . consequence, the troops, re- 
mained in their huts until noon, when the 
fog dispersed. The 3d division marched to- 
Arganil ; about 5, the guards at the head g£ 
the 1st division arrived on the bank of the 
Alva, which they forded mid-deep: night, 
coming on, the 5th division^ halted on the 
left bank. There was some difficulty in 
getting the artillery across. 

A number of prisoners were made on this 
day,, having be?n sent out for the purpose of 
collecting provisions in the neighbouring 
villages; and from this circumstance, it jja 
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believed to Uave been Massena's intention to 
have halted on the right bank of the Alva 
to refresh his army, had he not found him- 
self so closely pursued. The troops bivouaced. 
in the position of Moita, where they remained 
waiting for their supplies until noon on th^ 
25th, when the column proceeded on the 
road to Celerico. At dusk the 1st division 
halted near the village of Galizes. The 5th 
division, Major^General Dunlop's, in the 
rear, within a short distance. 

At day-break on the 26th, the British ad- 
vanced 4 leagues, and about dusk the guards 
went into quarters at St. Martinhp and St* 
Marinhal Major-General Howard's at St. 
Romao ; General Nightingall's at Cea, and 
the King's German legion at Penhanpos. 
Artillery at the Quinta de Beca, which, with 
the palace at Cea, had been burnt to the 
ground.. Head-q^arters in Gouvea, 3d divi- 
sion. General Picton's, at Linhares. The 
advance at Celerico, in which the enem^ 
have destroyed a few houses. 

On the 27th, halted. 

On the 28th the division advanced tows^rds 
Celerico, the guards were cantorved this d»ji 



:.^''- 



232 



in Mello ; General Howard's in Sampayo^ tlie 
King's German legion in Gouvea, General 
Nightingairs in Villa Cortez and Corti^o. 
Head-**quartcrs in Ceicrico. Maasena occu- 
pied Guarda with a considerable force ; ii»deed 
the numbers of the retreating army are com-* 
puted at yearly 50,000. 

On the 29th the division marched to Cde^ 
ricOy and about sun-set tlie troops were 
quartered in the town and the neigbbouring 
villages of Chesu, Lagiosa, Yal de Sierras, 
Frontilhera, kc. The artillery at Borapal. 
The principal arch of the bridge over the 
Mondego^ had been destroyed, but was bow 
repaired for the passage of the allied army. 

Massena left Guarda this morning with (me 
corps of his army and part of another, oa 
the appearance of the British columns* Ge^ 
neral Picton with the 3d division, moved 
across the Sierra d'Estrelkt, upon the^enemy^s 
left, by the mountain track from Manteigas ; 
the light division advanced upon the right 
from Fraxedas, while General Alexaadet 
Campbell marched upon tbe high road 
thnnigh the valley of tlie Mond^o, and as- 
Qpnddd the hill of Guarda in front of the 
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city. This movement was so skilfully comr 
bined, that the heads of the several columns 
made their appearance on the heights of 
Guarda nearly at the same moment^ and the 
celerity and precision of their manoeuvres so 
intimidated the enemy, that without firing a 
gun, he immediately commenced his retreat 
towards the Coa, in the direction of Sabugal, 
pursued by the cavalry and light troops, who 
skirmished with the rear-guard and made 
about 300 prisoners. 

As the French retired, the pleasantry came 
with their implements of husbandry from 
their hiding places, and commenced their 
labours ; in many places the vines were al- 
ready trimmed, and the industrious farmer, 
busied in his fields, seemed anxious to repair 
the loss of time, and the devastation cpni* 
mitted by the enemy. 

March the 30th the division halted : on 
the following morning the guards marched 
5 leagues to Fraxedas ; the artillery and the 
King's German legion halted in Alverpa, 
which during the sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo 
and Almeida, had been Lord Wellington's 
head-quarters ; the route was through Cele* 
rico and ] - : 
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April the 1st the troops remained jn their 
cantonments. At Fraxedas the enemy, ip 
addition to their usual atrocities, violate^ 
the repose of the dead, by openmg the 
graves in the church, which was in i^ins^^ 
in hopes of finding valuables buried in thq 
coffins • 

April 2d, The army advanced to wardsj 
the Coa, and the brigades of the 1st division 
were cantoned at night-fall^ in villages about ^ 
league from the river. 

April 3d, Soon after day-break, the army 
moved forward to attack the enemy in 
Sabugal, where General Regnier remainec) 
with the 2d corps d'armee. About raid-day 
the action commenced by a brisk cannonade, 
and the enemy being compelled to evacuate 
the town, drew up on an adjoining height, 
from whence they were dislodged by the light 
division in a most gallant manner, before the 
other troops could come into action. Genentl 
Picton advanced 2 miles in front of th^ 
town, to the ground on which part of Ih^ 
enemy had bivouaced. The attack being entirely 
unexpected, their tents were lefl standing, an^ 
were ta^en possession of with a (^on^iderab^? 
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quantity of Mggage, the greater part of 
which, fell into the band^ of the light division, 
whose conduct on this day, obtained the ap^ 
probation and thanks of L0rd Wellington, 
and tlje admiration of the whole af my. 

The light division was quartered this 
evening in Sabugal, and the principal part of 
the army got under cover in the adjoining 
villages, although some of the troops itere 
necessarily obliged to bivouac^ — Hea;vy ra^in 
during the greater part of the day. — Head* 
quarters at the Quinta of Go nsalVo Martinez, 
in the Vale of Monrisco, from whence they 
moved next day into Sabugal. The guards 
were cantoned in the ruined viUage of St» 
Antonio, where they uemained until the 
morning of the 5th, when the whole of the 
troops were again in motion. The guards, 
and Major-General Howard's brigade forded 
the Coa, a mile arid a half above SabugaL 
This little town, which is on the Spanish side 
of the river, is of great antiquity, and sur- 
rounded with a wall. The handsome Moorisli 
tower is still in great pireservation. 

At noon, the 7th division passed through 
the column wbicti then proceeded to Nav6| 
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in which town, the guards and Majors 
General Howard's brigade, halted for. the 
night. 

April 6th. The troops were in motion 
•oon after day-light. — ^The guards^ about 9 
o'clodc^ passed through the ancient Moorish 
town of Alfaytes, and 2 hours after-* 
Avards, reached Aldca Velha, on the road to 
Villa Mayor. 

On the following day to Turcalhos, one 
league. — Nearly the whole of the British army 
entered Spain. 

April 8th. The guards halted^ and on the 
9th, advanced over the frontier through 
Albegaria, to the little village of Almadilla, 
2 leagues from Villa Formosa — head quarters^ 
The light division at the same time, moved 
foMrard to Gallegos, and occupied their 
former cantonments. 

The French, when attacked on the 3d instant 
at Sabugal, were on the point of firing a 
feu de joie in honour of the birth of the King 
of Rome, the account of which had just been 
received from Paris. 

After the action, Regnier made a fcxrcec) 

march of 18 hours, and on the 4tb^ reached 
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the Agueda, over which^ the whole of the 
army destined for the subjugation of Portugal^ 
had retired on tlie 8th instant. 

The result of the operations, in which the 
British army has been engaged for the last five 
weeks, is highly satisfactory ; not a Frenchman 
at this moment, remaining in the kingdom, 
with the exception of the garrison of Almeida, 
and the communication betwixt this fortress 
and Ciudad Rodrigo^ is conipletely cut off; 
the combined army now occupying a line, the 
left of which rests upon the Douro. 

Whilst the mode of warfare to wliich Lord 
Wellington restricted himself in the late 
pursuit of Massena, proved extremely embar-^ 
rassing to the troops of the enemy, the Britisii^ 
army having sustained few pri\^ions, and 
undergone no unnecessary fatigue, is in the 
highest health and spirits, unbroken, and 
ready to enter upon any furtlier operations 
to whidi they may be called. — Massena's army 
on the contraiy, is known to be disorganized 
and dispirited, and some weeks must elapse 
before it can be again in a condition to take 
the field. The accounts constantly received^ 
of the distress which tl ^ su&red in 
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the position at Santarem, from a scarcity of 
provisions, and the consequent sickness of the!' 
troops, proved to be no exaggeration, and 
was fully confirmed by the inhabitants of these 
places occupied by the enemy, who, from a 
variety of causes, had remained in their hoines. 
The French leader, apprehensive of beihg^ 
attacked on the arrival of the expected re- 
inforcements from England, and fearing the- 
consequeQces in the exhausted state of his* 
army, at length determined upon a retreat, 
which was in fact, become a matter of im-' 
perious necessity. 

However formidable the position of San- 
tarem^ the invincible spirit and superior dis-< 
cipline of British troops, must have ensured 
them complete success, whenever an attack 
was determined upon. The French army, 
for the purpose of foraging, occupied an 
extended line of country ; and the force in the 
town was by no means adequate to maintain 
it, had a division of troops passed the Tkgui^ 
in its rear, whilst the attention of the enemy 
was directed to points more immediately 
threatened, by which the principal part of 
the attacking columos^ owing to local cirw 
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cumstances, must of necessity haVe aj^* 
proached. These considerations, and the 
distress of his army, had doubtless their weight 
on the mind of the French leader, who found 
himself in a situation of unexampled diffi- 
culty, to him " the spoiled child of victory,'' 
altogether new, and to extricate himself from 
which, required the exertion of all his talents, 
and of all his firmness. The reverse which 
the Prince of Essling has experienced in his 
attempts to subjugate Portugal, must be the 
more painful to his feelings, when he reflects, 
that he has for ever tarnished his military 
fame, by his vain, an-ogant and premature 
boast in the face of the, whole world, to drive 
the English into the sea, and plant the eagles 
of Napoleon on the towers of Lisbon. — To the 
last moment was the farce kept up, and his 
deluded troops endeavoured to forget their 
wants in hopes of the plunder of the me- 
tropolis, the sole object of their thoughts, 
for which they had made so many painful 
marches, and undergone the most severe 
privations. In the theatre at Santarem, which 
the French officers had fitted up for their 
amusement, t ^ represented, on the 
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eve of this memorable retreat, and brought 
out \vith every adventitious aid of sceDery, 
calculated to dazzle the senses, and inflame 
the passions of the soldiery, was the ** French* 
man in Lisbon !'' 

The most barbarous excesses were ooro« 
mitted by the enemy throughout hia whole 
line of march, and the inhabitantSi who from 
age or sickness, were unable to quit their 
house^t became victims to the horrid brutalitjr 
of the French soldiery. There is no atrocity 
of which these unprincipled ruffians have aot 
been guilty: — every crime that stain the 
black catalogue of human cruelty having beeq 
committed on the persons and property of the 
poor wretches who had the misfortune to &il 
into their hands. Tlie prospect before the 
advanced guard, was always that of foanHDg 
villages, of plundered cottages, of murdered 
peasants. — ^The roads were covered with the 
dying and the dead — with cannon, baggage 
and ammunition, which the enemy could 
not carry off; with mutilated cattle, wiih 
every, thing, in short, that could create horror 
and disgust, that could make the heart feel 
sentiments of indignation against the bar-r 
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barous enemy, and of pity for the suffering 
and ravaged natives. Not unfrequently, 
however, the latter were able to revenge upon 
the invader, the cruelties he had committed. 
In some of thte villages, the peasants had 
cut off detachinents of the enemy, and put 
them to instant death. 

Nearly the whole of the once beautiful city 
of Leyria is reduced to ^hes. The mansion 
of the ,rich and the cottage of the poor, were 
alike the objects of the enemy's vjengeanqe, 
-and involved in one common conflagration 
by the merciless destroyer. 

The ipagnificent cony^nt of Aicoh^^ h^fi 
been bucat by Massen^-s order, and iBatalhst 
:,would have shared the sjime fate, but fpr .the 
nmssive strength of its walls, which X^isted 
tJhe sacrilegious ^attempt. 

A strong detachment <>f the cpr^s .d^arms^^ 
which daily fowned the rear :^ugrrd of the 
retreating enemy, .was specially ttUottQd to 
carry the work of. destruction into execution. 



B 



Ui 



LETTER XLII. 

Masiena bftTing collected tlte whole of the Troops m the Noitii 
of Spain, makes an Attempt to relieve Almeida.— Battle of 
Fuentes dc Honor.— «Almeida abandoned by tlie Garrison. 

AlmaSilla, 12/A Majf^ 1811* 

Lord Wellington having learnt, that the 
Prince of Essling had assembled a councit of 
\f^x at Ciudad Kodrigo on the 1st iastant, 
which was attended by 26 generals, and the 
enemy having for some days previously, ma^e 
frequent demonstrations on the lef^ bank of 
the Agueda, it was supposed that the French 
chief meditated an attempt to relieve 
Almeida, or failing in that to bring off the 
garrison, which was known to be now in 
much distress for provisions. 

On tlie following day, the enemy cincxssed 
the river in force, and drove the light division 
out of Gallegos. The whole of the tpoops in. 
consequence, moved from their cantonments, 
and on the 3d, this part of the army under 
the immediate command of Lord Wellington^ 
was concentrated betwixt the Villages of 
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Faentes de Honor in Spain, and Villa Fermosa 
in Portugal, two leagues from Almeida, and 
four from Ciudad Rodrigo. 

In the course of the same day, the French 
army, commanded by Massena, having under 
him Marshals Marmont and Bessieres, and 
General Loison, arrived on the plains on the 
other side of Fuentes, the key of the British 
position, and about 2 in the afternoon, pushed 
forward several corps of sharpshooters to 
attack the village, which was defended with 
the greatest obstinacy by the light troops, 
but the enemy, from his superiority of 
numbers, at length obtained possession of this 
important post, from which, however, he 
was soon after dislodged by the 71st regiment, 
under Colonel Cadogan, at the point of the 
bayonet. This was a little before dusk. Next 
morning the enemy renewed his attacks upon 
the village, but every effort proved unsuc« 
cessful. 

At day-break on the 5th, it was perceived 
that the enemy had moved the whole of his 
cavalry, and several heavy columns of infantry 
towards the right. About 6 o'clock, his 
manoeuvres see"^ e an attack on 
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that point, and soon after the cavalry, deriving 
confidence . from their numbers, advanced 
upon the British, which was their weak arm, 
and compelled them to give way, but in 
retreating, the British cavalry repeatedly faced 
about, and made some successful charges 
upon the enemy. Meanwhile, the 7th division^ 
which had been considerably advanced tipoh 
the plain, was directed to fall back and form 
on the brigade of guards posted on the right 
of the 1st division, and flanked by Captain 
Lawson*s brigade of 9 pounders, and somb* 
squadrons of cavalry. 

Their point d'Appui rested on some brdbeti 
and rocky ground, intersected with inclpsures 
of stone walls, and copse \vood, having a small 
river the Turon, in the rear. 

Major General Houston was enabled to 
execute this retrogade movement in tlie faase 
of an infinitely superior force, principally by 
the steadiness and gallant conduct of the 2 
foreign corps in his division, the Duke of 
Brunswick OeFs infantr)'^, and the Chaasenrs 
BrittanniqueS, under Lieutenant-^Colonel 
Eustace, who checked the advance of 'the 
Frencfh cavalry, by several ivell directed 
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TolKes. The eftemy had previous^ to this, 
opened a tremendous fire upon the first line 
of infantry /every shot that went over doing 
execution in the second line. 

The light division, which at first formed 
on the left of the 7th division, also retired 
before the enemy's cavalry in eGlielkm of 
squares, and in the finest order. 

About 11 A. M. the picquet of the guards, 
consisting of 100 rank and file, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hill, skirmishing in front of the 
brigade, was charged by a squadron of cavalry, 
which they repulsed, and were retiring upon 
the 42nd regiment, commanded by Lord 
Blantyre, formed in columnf for the support 
of the light troops upon some broken ground, 
when the enemy returned to the attack in 
such numbers, that after seeing most of his 
officers and men cut down. Colonel Hill being 
wounded, was compelled to surrender himself 
prisoner, 

£nsign Cookson was killed. Ensign Stothert 
of the Coldstream, wounded slightly apd taken 
prisoner, — Captains Home ^ and Harvey 
escaped, although for som^ minutes in the 
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Enemy's hands, the latter slightly wounded- 
At this moment, the 9 pounders having 
opened upon the French cavalry, they retired 
in great confusion. About the same time, 
the enemy pushed forward his light infantry 
upon the right, where they were met and 
repulsed by Colonel Guise, with the light 
companies of the guards and part of the 
95th regiment, under Captain O'Hare* 

The line was now formed with the 7tfe 
division on the right of the 1st division, 
having on its l^ft General Crawford with 
the light division in reserve.— Beyond, were 
those of Major Generals Picton, A, Cariip- 
bell and Sir William Erskine. The left of the 
whole was on Fort Conception, covering 
Almeida 

The principal part of the cavalry remained 
on the right. — Brigadier-General Pack was 
stationed with the Queen's regiment, and a 
brigade of Portuguese infantry watching 
Almeida, from whence guns were fired at 
intervals as signals. 

The 7th division subsequently crossed the 
Turon, and formed upon, the hill in rear of the 
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present line, on which, should Lord Welling^ 
ton thuik proper to refuse his right, a new 
position was intended to betaken up. 

The firing slackened on both sides towards 
the evening, but the engagement' was not 
finally over until the close of day, when the 
enemy, who w^ repulsed at all points, 
remained in the same position as at the com-* 
mencement of the action, being unable to 
gain a single advantage or make the smallest 
impression upon ahy part of the British 
line. 

The French army is stated to have been not 
less than 40,000 infantry and 5000 cavalry 
when they entered the field. Their^ loss is 
estimated at from loOO to 2000 killed ; and 
it is known that 3500 wounded have been 
carried into Ciudad Rodrigo- Our loss has 
also been severe, amounting to 176D in killed, 
wounded and missing ; but this number falls 
short of what might have been expected from. 
the length of time the troops were under 
fire. 

The principal contest was in Fuentes, the 
possession of which >vas of the uti^ost impoyt- 
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ance' to ditHtr army. Colonel Cameron was 
mortaHy M^oitnded at the head of the 79tb 
regiment in defending this village. 

The hostile armies remained in froht of each 
oth6r on the two following days ; and ifi the 
afternoon of the 7th, were employed in 
burying their dead. During this interval^ 
wCnrking parties were constantly oecupiftd in 
strengthening the position of the Briti^, hf 
throwing up field works. 

The enemy having received a reinforcem^i^ 
a renewal of the attack was generally expecferf 
oil the morning of the 8th, instead of wbich> 
at day-break, his cavalry Videttes galloped 
off to the reAr, and soon after, several colmnns 
of infantry appeared moving in tlie same 
direction. The French continued theJt retfeat 
on the 9th, but a strong reatr guafd: of atk)trt 
20G0 cavalry and several battalions of infantry 
remained in sight. On the 10th, the Britisli' 
btdke up from their position, and while thtt 
ligM drlnlsion, sdpported by the cavalrj^, 
advanced towards the Agueda; the rest of* 
tht^ army rfeturrted to cantonnieirt^, and 
tire original iiivestment of Almeida ivaft 
resumed. 
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Colonel Traot arrived oil the 7th> with a 
division of Portuguese, and the eorps of Don ' 
Julian Sanchez took a share in the action, and 
checked tlie enemy's movemeiits on the 
right- 

Early on the morning of the llthj the 
garrison of Ahndida made a sortie, and cut 
their way to the Bridge of San Felices, through 
the British piquets, with the exception of 
470, who were either killed, or wounded-and 
takeri- Greneral Brenier, the Governor, had 
previously blown up several bastions, and 
tlie curtains next the Coa, afld destroyed the 
gtins of the fortress, with an ' immense 
quantity of stores in the arsenal, which was 
burnt. — The prisoners were mostly in a state 
of intoxication, which was also the case with 
the French cavalry on the 5th instant. 

Soon after day-light. General Pack, with 
his brigade of infantry, entered Almeida^ 
It appears that the French evacuated the town 
about midnight on the 10th, and having 
formed in column, \^aited near some ruined 
houses, a short distance frtrtn the walls, until 
the explosion took place. Their object was 
to destroy the reveltement dr outer 3 ti 
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aed the branches of the grand mine were 
conducted accordingly. 

Anxious to ascertain the success of his 
labours, the commanding engineer remained 
behind, intending to follow the garrison oa 
the JVIalpartida road, but he is said to have 
perished in one of the chambers, owing to 
which circumstance, the whole of the mines 
were not sprung. The bastions of tUe facea . 
nearest the Coa were demolished, and the 
intervening curtain destroyed. The stone 
work of the ramparts fell into the ditch and 
part was carried completely over. Noinjury 
on this occasion, was done to the town, whicl^ 
had suffered most severely by the explosion 
of the grand magazine in August last» 
previous to its surrender to the French. In 
consequence of that event, Almeida becamQ 
one vast heap of ruins, a great number of the 
garrison, and of the inhabitants perished; . 
the south-west curtain sustained considerable 
damage, and few houses escaped, withqut 
receiving some material injury. Of the \v{o> 
magazines which were placed in tji^ c^astle^ 
the most elevated spot in Almeida, not one 
5|;one remained upon another, i^pr c^n tl^ 
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foundation of these buildings be now dis- 
tinguished. 

The enemy had been for some days previous 
to the 10th, employed in spiking the gjunst 
and otherwise rendering them useless: the 
whole of the military stores were then col- 
lected in the arsenal and set on fire. It is 
here proper to remark^ that the French shewed 
some degree of consideration for the re- 
jiiaining inhabitants of this devoted town^ 
and they do not complain of any ill-treat*^ 
ment. 

The campaign, by the fall of Almeida^ 
may now be considered at an end, as far 
as regards Portugal ; and the whole kingdom 
has agaia been delivered from. the yoke o£^ 
France, whose hitheirto victorioqs legioos, 
under the command of their ablest chie&> 
have in every instance iliet with disgrace 
and defeat, when opposed to the British 
troops. 
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LETTER XUII. 

Opentkms of MarsM Sir William Bevetfford en At GmrfiaiMU-* 
Bittle of Albiieri.-«-Geaerftl Lumle/s brilliant AAdr with .th^ 
French Cavalry at Usagre. — ^The Siege of Badigos faised » 
second time. — ^The whole of the Allied Army in the Alentejo.— • 
Lord Wellington in the beginning of August te-crtscy tiw 
3^gQB, and invests Ciodad Rodrigo, into which Mumoal 
throws Supplies on the 24th of September, and advances over 
the Aqueda. —The Allied Army takes up a position m front 
of the Coa. — Marmont retires. 

Pmhd^ l^h December, mi. 

Previous to the commencement of 
Massena's retreat from Santarem, Mafshs^s 
Soult dnd Mortier advanced from ^ the south 
of Spain^ in order to form a combined 
operation with the army t^ Portrait Xo 
fyursuance of this object the latter poss^ised 
himself of Merida on the 9th of Jami^i 
and forthwith invested Badajos with bjif 
infantry, placing his cavalry on the right 
bank of the Guadiana. 

General Mendizabel was dispatched to 
the relief of Badajos on the 20th of Januafy^ 
^ith the Spanish corps, which under the 
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allied cavalry. It was unfortunate that thij 
infantry were not combined in this operation, 
as the capture or destruction of the enenly 
would have been completely effected with 
their assistance. 

After this affair. Sir AVilliam Beresford 
threw a bridge over the Guadiana at Ju- 
rumenha, and in the course of f he 4th and 
5th of April he crossed with his army; then 
leaving General Gole's division to attack 
Olivenza, he advanced with the whole of his 
' remaining force, and drove the enemy (who 
did not think it expedient to risk an action,) 
into the Sierra Morena. Having accom- 
plished this object, and Olivenza having sur- 
rendered to the Honourable Major-General 
Cole on the 15th of April, Marshal Beres- 
ford returned to undertake the siege 6( 
Badajos, which place was completely invested 
on the 7th of May by the 'allied army, and 
a Spanish corps commanded by Don Carlos 
D'Espagne. On the following day the 
batteries were opened against Fort St, 
Christoval, and the garrison returned a very 
brisk fire upon the besiegers. Sir William 
Beresford having received information cto 
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the IS^th tUat Marshal Soult was Adyancin|; 
from Seville, dispatched a courier to liOrd 
Wellington with that intelligence; and judg- 
ing it necessaiy to suspend his operati.OQS 
against Badajos, the heavy field train was 
sent back to Elvas. 

Lord Wellington lost no time in reinforcijig 
Marshal Sii^illiam Beresford with the Sd 
and 7th divisions of infentry, unde)r Greoerals 
Picton and Houston^ and' proceeded himself 
to Elvas, which his Lordship reached ofi 
the 19th instant. — Meantime, however, tl»e 
battle of Albuera was fought on theiieigl^^y 
above the village of that name ; and Mar^ilbal 
Soult was completely repulsed by the .allied 
British and Portuguese army, under. Sir 
William Beresford, and a corps of lO^OOP 
Spaniards, commanded by Generals B)^^ 
>and Castanos. The superior numbers .of 
the enemy's cavulry enabled him to '.majke 
good his retreat towards Seville, whicli he 
commenced on the morning of the Ifitby 
two days after the action. The Hpnouiabie 
General Lumley followed them with tl^e 
British and Portuguese cavalry to Usagre, 
where the enemy having collected a cQpsider-* 
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able force^ attackod the aJlied cavalry on 
the 56th instant . Major-General jMml^y 
had previou3ly retired through U^agre, and 
having posted his troops on 30i»e favouir- 
abje ground behind that village, waited the 
enenjj's attack. Three regiments dash^ed 
through U^sagre in a v^ry resolute mauper, 
but had scarcely formed when they were 
charged by General Pe prey's brigade of 
heavy cavalry, and completely overturned. 
The French cavalry immediately br2>ke and 
fled, leaviog a ourober of pri^oner^, aftd 
killed and wounded on the field.'--The 
nature of the country did not permit General 
Jyuniley to follow up the advantage he bad 
so happily gained, and with a veiy trifling 
loss. 

The siege of 3ad^os was now resurued, 
and on the 3d of /une batteries w^re r^ 
opened against Fort St. Chri«toval and the 
body of the place, A breach haying been 
effeeted in Jort St, Chrji^tovaU an att^^mpt 
was mad* on the €th of June to carry the 
work, and subsequently, on the night of tlie 
9th, both of whioJi &ikd, and the be5i4?geris 

retired Avith lo^s. . \ 
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Before day-break, on the 6th of ^ Jtm6i 
the guards once more marched from Alma- 
dilla, and passing through Aldea de Ponte, 
arrived about 8 A. M, at the miserable 
village of llobilosa, where they halted Ontil 
noon,' The brigade then marched by Al- 
fayales to Soita, and bivonaccd about a mi!e 
beyond. 

At 4 in the morning of the 7th, the 
giiards at the head of the 1st division ipoved 
off to Sabugal, and crossing the Goa at the 
bridge, took up a position on the left bank 
of the river, and threw out strong piquets 
to protect the fords. In the course of the 
day the light division and the 6th. arrived 
on this ground. This movement -was. occa- 
sioned by the enemy having pushed forward 
a considerable body of cavalry and some 
infantry in front of Ciudad Rodrigo, on 
which Sir Brent Spencer withdrew his- out- 
posts, expecting to be attacked onr the 7th 
or 8th by the whole of the enemy's force 
in that quarter.— These operations - of the 
French leader ]\farshal Marmont^ (who -had 
succeeded to the command of the army ott 
Massena's recal to Paris,) - appear to hav* 




been made with a view of masking his real 
intention ; for early in the aftiemoon of .the 
8th it was ascertained that the enemy was 
moving in force towards the pass of Banos. 
The troops were then directed to proceed 
to the Alentejo, and on the 14th and 15th 
the column crossed the Tagus at the ro- 
mantic pass of Villa Velha, over a flying 
bridge. — Lieutenant Johnston of the royal 
artillery, was unfortunately drowned while 
trying this ford. 

* On the l6th the brigade entered Portalegre, 
in which city the 6th and light division were 
nlso quartered ; and on the. 19th the .1st 
-division marched to Assumar, and the light 
division to Aronches. On the 23d the 
guards advanced to St. Olaya, and hutted 
near that town. 

Previous to this period the Commander 
of the forces had again raised the siege of 
Badajos, the enemy having assembled the 
whole of his disposable force in Estremadura, 
and still retaining a considerable superiority 
in cavalry over the British. On the 22d 
the enemy advanced 40 squadrons of his 
•cavalry and some i^d* :es, for the pur- 
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pose of making a reconnomanu ; but although 
they carried otf a picquet of the 11th dra- 
goons, cQoimanded by Captam Lutyenst 
yet on the appearance of the British and 
Portuguese cavahy, the French retired into 
Badajos, without having seea the position 
of the allied anny, the right of whkb 
rested upon Elvas, the line extending along 
a ridge, intersected by the small river Caya^ 
towards the fortress of Campo Mayor, In 
which the 7th division of the army wa» 
quartered. Tlie main body of' the allied 
army was in huts. 

In the beginning of July Marshal Soult 
leaving from 6 to 7000 men in Badayos^ 
placed his army in cantonments^ having 
his head-<{uarters at ^ugal ; Marmoot at 
Truxillo ; and Regnier in Merida. 

The British and Portuguese army con- 
tinued in camp until the 24th of July, and 
then moved into quarters. The Commsxider 
of the forces and heads of departments .in 
Portalegre,— The 28th of July being the 
anniversary of the battle of Talavera, an 
entertainment was given at head<^uartef«> 
and a ball iri the eveni^g^ which was attended 
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by General Castanos and his snite^ the 
officers in garrison^ and some of the prin* 
cipal inhabitants of this city, 

Mamiont having passed the Tagus and 
established hiiQself at Placentia ; in the be- 
ginning of August the main body of the 
British army reci'ossed the river at Villa 



Velha, and the Commander of the forces 
fixed his head-quarters at Fuente Guinaldo, 
about 2 leagues from Ciudad iSx)drigo. Part 
of the infantry was pushed forward on the 
Salamanca road, and all communication cut 
off betwixt the fortress and the enemy. 

As it was known iu the eaHy part of Sep- 
tember that a convoy was preparing at Sala- 
manca, destined for the relief of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, the. combined forces were assembled 
on the line of the Agueda on the 23d of that 
month. About 2 P. M. on the following 
day, the head of the convoy was observed 
entering the fortress, aiid in the course of the 
same night the whole arrived. For its pro- 
tection, the enemy had assembled a large 
arrayi consisting of 55,000 infantry and 6000 
cavalry. Of this force. General 1 i ~'»y 
D'HUUer's Count IKOrseili^ .W91 * 9Q 
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from Salamanca, and the remainder were the 
divisions under Marmont; which, since theit 
retiring from Estremadura, had been carf- 
toned at Placentia, Talavera de la Reyna, 
and other towns on the Upper Tagus, Pre- 
vious to the enemy's approach, the British 
out-posts were withdrawn to the left bank of 
the Agueda ; over which, the enemy pushed 
his advanced guards 2 regiments of cavalry 
and 3000 infantry, on the evening of tfie 
24th. 

Next day at noon the enemy moved a 
force upon the 3d division, Major-Greneral 
Ficton's, which remained in a strong position 
on the right bank of the Azava, and tKe 
French cavalry advancing in considerable 
numbers, took 2 pieces of Portuguese arfil- 
lery after cutting down the men at their guns. 
The 5th regiment then charged in the mo6t 
gallant stile, retook these 2 pieces and sub* 
sequently retired with the 77th regiment in 
one square, and the 19th Portuguese regi-^ 
ment forming another before the French 
cavalry, who repeatedly charged three faces 
of the British square without eifect. This 
manoeuvre was directed by the Honourable 
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Major-Gbeneral Col vi lie ; and the- 11th light 
dragoons, commanded by Colohel Gumming^ 
and German hussars succeeded ip keephig 
the immensely superior force of the enemy 
in check. 

About 3 o'clock the enemy appeared in 
front of Garpio, and his movements having 
manifested a design upon that village, a 
place of no importance, Major-General 
Alexander Gampbell withdrjew the 6th divi- 
sion behind the Duas Casas to the woods in 
front of Nave d'Aver. 

On the 26th of September, all was quiet, 
and the enemy in motion to the right. He 
?ilso shewed a force in front of Fuente Gui- 
n^ldo, and deployed in view of the British 
already drawn up in line under the imme- 
diate orders .qf Lord Wellington ; but after 
some time he relinquished his inteujded at^ 
tack^ and having re-formed his columns, 
continued his movement to the right. 

At 3 in the morning of the 27th of Sep** 
tember, the 1st division marched through 
Villa Mayor to Bismula, wh^h they reached 
before noon, and at 10 P. M. the troppj 
were again ii| njoti ^ n |$ a night mai^b 
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tol^enioy itrHich they passed ftboat 4 in the 
momirtg atid halted in n wood half a mito; 
beyond. Heavy rains for some houm. 

Id thi& poiition, the left of the ground oa^ 
which the Commander of the forces bad 
determined to meet the threatened attack of 
the enemy, the 1st division remained iitttil: 
the following day, and then crossed the Co4 
to take up cantonments in the valley of thft 
Mondego, agreeably to General GmbamV 
orders, dated Rendo, 28th of September^ 
1811. 

The Lieutenant-^General has tecdved the 
orders of his I^iccellency the Commander of 
the forces, to march the troops into cantOtt^ 
ments, as the enemy has abandoned the 
attempt of attacking the army in thift^po^ 
sition. He is confident that the left oould- 
not have been forced, defended by sii6h> 
troops as he has the honour to command. 

The position extended from fiendo to S(Atik 
across the high road and covering Sabugal, 
both flanks resting on the Coa, hatittg^ 
several fords and bridges in its rear for thic^ 
letmat of the troops, in the event <^ afl'un* 
sacceii&fat conflict. / 




In the middle of October, ^Qon Juliatf 
Sanchez^ ever on the aiert^ carried dff a lar^ 
proportion of the cattle belonging to the 
garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, and made pri-* 
i^oner the Governor General •Reynaud, the 
same officer who commanded the rear-guard 
of SouIt*a( army when driven fi-om Oporto. 

At 1 in the morning of the 2d of Noveta-' 
ber, an order arrived for the 1st division t6 
move up to the frontier^ and at the same 
time, the whole army wafe put in motion* 
At 9 o'clock, the order to march was ca ;- 
celled, the new Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo 
having reached that toirn with some pro- 
visions, under an escort of 4000 men. 

Accounts were received at headquarters 
of Lieti tenant-General Hill having conH 
pletely surprised a division of the 5lh corpa 
at Arroya Molinas^ commanded by General 
Girard, who yas wounded and escaped with 
difficulty. The whole of his baggage^ artil- 
leryj and upwards of 1000 prisoners, itt^ 
dudittg the Duke D'Aremberg and General 
Brone were taken. 

The army was again adva ed to the 
frontier in the latter ^ i iber, in- 
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telligence having been received, that - tlio 
enemy intended to throw supplies intoCiudad 
Rodrigo. This liiovemont was also supposed 
to have for its object, the protection of 
Almeida from insult during the repair of the 
fortifications* 

The army remained for a few days in this 
position, and then moved into winter quar«» 
ters. Lord Wellington returned to Freneda^ 
and the head-quarters of the 1st division werQ 
fixed at PinheU 

No place or territory bad suffered more, ii\ 
consequence of the French invasion^ thai) 
the city and bishoprick of PinheK The 
furniture of the bishop's palace was entirely 
destroyed, but this noble pile of building 
remained entire. The Franciscan monastery, 
and now deserted convent of Ursulines, had 
been occupied successively, by French, Eng^^ 
lish and Portuguese troops, and received 
considerable injury. The town withia the 
walls, is evidently of great antiquity, and-tho 
fineMoorish castle must have been impregaable 
in former ages. In one of its towers is a tfiOBJ^ 
circular building, supposed to contain a^ght 
of steps leading to some subterranean dun^ 
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geons, but from the present state of the walls^ 
it is itopossible to ascertain the exact use for 
which it was originally intended. A beau- 
tiful antique cross ornaments tlie market 
place. 

The venerable bishop, who reskies at the 
Quinta of St. Eupheniia, 2 leagues distant) 
made the following affecting report of tlie 
jdevastation committed in his diocese^ to the 
regency. 

The local position of the bishoprick ol 
Pinhel, on the confines of this kingdom, con** 
taining in its bounds, the fortress of Almeida 
aind the military road to the province of Leon) 
from the inteijior of Portugal, h^ placed it in 
th? melancholy necessity of serving as the 
theatre of preparation for the defence of the 
kingdom, from the beginning of the fatal 
war of the French revolution; for tlie forma- 
tion of a military road at the time of the 
intrusion of !f rench despotism, and for the 
march of Sir John Moore, when his army 
entered the province of X^eon, and latterly^ 
since the beginning of the year 1810 to the 
following July, it constantly served as a posi«- 
tion for the allied long a3 it remamed 
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in the province of Beira. Oil the march of 
that i^Lvmy into Estremadura, its t<&\ ruin 
began with the entry of the hostile army, 
and from the latter being stationary in the 
territory of Pinhel, from July to the 13th' of 
September, when it advanced into Estrema-* 
dura^ and ultimately, in its precipitate and 
furious retreat to Spain, being in the interim, 
from July to April, occupied and trodden in 
all parts, by different divisions of the enemy^ 
marching to avoid the main army, or acting 
in flying panics through the bijiboprick, 
sometimes in one part, sometimes in another; 
robbing and ravaging; inasmuch that, 
accordirig to the most exact information, 
there is not a village which does not exhibit 
the marks of French wickedness in a manner 
more pr less horrible. 

It must likewise be observed, that the 
territory of Pinhel had previously suffered by 
the passage of the Grallician army to L^oDt 
and during the war, by the marches and 
military evolutions of different divisions of 
Portuguese militia, at the time they wer6 
ordered to observe the enemy. 

All these circumstances have concurred to 
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swell the volume of the public aod priyate 
misfortunes of Pinhel to such a degree* that 
in this melancholy point of vicvr , it infinitely 
outdoes all the other bishopricks of thij kiug* 
dom, when the variety of armies and their 
divisions which have been stationary, Jmd 
the still longer stay the enemy made init ar<e 
considered. The riches of the district, and 
the subsistence of its inhabitanbii^ depend on 
the cultivation of corn and breeding caltle^ 
and as these two articles, hdwever nluch 
wanted for the allied army, became jBtiU 
greater objects of French rapine, it is tiow 
without sheep^ oxen and corn, (comisting of 
rye and barley) and consequently without 
subsistence* 

Exclusive of these evils proceeding fvom 
human causes, the bishoprick of PinbeJ 
labours under others ; for besides the epi- 
demic fevers, wliich have carried off a great 
proportion of its inhabitants, those who 
remain have little hope from their scanty 
farms badly worked, and so devastated bj 
the enemy, that they produce nothiug, and in 
the memory of man never was there a more 
unproductive seafiOG : rt i bthstbavf 

been cultivated. 
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The p6pulation of Pinhd was. computed 
Ht from 30 to 40,000, it is now reduced to two 
thirds ; the remainder being carried off by 
violent and natural deaths, and by emi- 
gration ; such is its present condition. 

ITje preceding observations of this respected 
prelate, may be applied with great truth, to 
the othet provinces of this kingdom^ . which 
have been infested by the presence of . the 
enemy, 

Pinhel had only been recently erected into 
a bishop's see. There is at present, no 
establishment of. canons or a cathedf*!, for 
which the ground is marked out, but the war 
has put a stop to the work. General Grabam*s 
quarters are in the bishop's palace, a roagoifi- 
cent quadrangular structure, haying a large 
court in the centre. 

Pinhel in former times, when the Spaniards 
possessed Almeida, and the whole country 
on the right ba|k of the .Coa, must have 
been a place of great importance, nature 
having evidently marked it out as the frontier 
town of Portugal. The district betwikt the 
Coa and the Pinhel river is very rocky, aod 
appears unsusceptible of culti vation« 
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dcneral remaifcs on the successful Campaign of 1811.--Obsier^ 
vatipns respecting the Spanish Guerili£ks, drc. 

Pinhel, ^Oth December^ 1811. 

T fl E recent successes of Lord Wellington^ 
cannot fail of producing a beneficial effect 
upon the minds of the Spaniards, by encpu-^ 
raging a continuance of their efforts, to resist 
tthe progress of the invader, but must also 
be regarded with a corresponding interest^ 
by the other nations of Europe, who have 
heen hitherto led to consider the troops of 
Napoleon invincible. If roused by the 
moral feeling which these glorious events 
seem most forcibly calculated to inspire, the 
powers of the continent, should shake off 
the apathy, with which they have too long 
beheld the strides of the modern Alexander^ 
and laying aside those pfetty contemptible 
jealousies of each other, which BuonafHtrte 
has but too successfully promoted as. the 
means of increasing his own power^ then 
there is yet a hope, that the tyrant toay. be 
hurled from his throne, and' the geaitf^ of 
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liberty once iiv>re erect his standard oo the 
Continent of Europe* 

To the powerful influence which the dis-i' 
grace of MasMnn must produce on the cmose 
of Spain, and in the eyes of its inhabitants^ 
is to be added the high character obtained 
in the course of th« late oper^tionsj by. the 
Portuguese. Two year]» hav^ scarcely 
elapsed^ since these troops, which now fkkiP 
to (x>nt(picuou$Iy in tb« defepce of. tjbfiir 
country, were an un^aripedj iUH:loatI)0d» 
iin«accoutred> un-*discipUi)Qd rabble^ ngar 
they possess in an eminent degreOt th© .bw(t 
qualities of warriors, »jid hnv^ proye4 thf^fOir 
selves *" irortby of coAtendiDg iivtbe wmp 
** ranks with British soldiery." Thifi luippjr 
object has beea accomplished by the libendi 
policy of taking 30,000 Portuguese into, Brio 
tish pay, and placing them under Britieii 
officers of esperieocQ and talent. Th^ ajie»*> 
sure has been crofrned with such CQioplef^ 
success, that it appears most destmble. W 
extend this system over the whole Peowr 
eula. . 

The population of Spain even in its present 
state is fully adequate to maiataia aa jur»i^ 
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*f iOO,000 tncn, indef^ndent 6f the Guerilla 
force, and of that number 30 or 40,000 iiiight 
'be takieri into British pay, and tmined by 
^British officers on the same fobtlhg as the 
•l*ortuguese. Ih the formation of these tfoobs 
a dfafe regard would of course be had to tile 
dfiaracter and feelings of this high-niitided 
|jeople. A proportion 6f British superior 
Officers m no instance exceeding one half, 
shdutd be allotted to each re^iment^ and this 
^distribtrtion might tend to prevent any jea- 
fbiisies arising among men althotigh of dif-- 
•fer^ nations, yet fighting under the sa^e 
srtandafd, and united in one gf or ions cause. 
Those officers who have served in the peffin- 
iiffda, and have acquired a knowledge of the 
Spanish language and national character 
slKmld of comx be preferred to assist in the 
formation of these levies, th* establishment 
of which h m perfect unison with the wise 
and extended policy hith^hrto pursued in the 
conduct of the present war, and the necessity 
^nueetrag the efforts of the enemy with in- 
creased means, becomes every d^ mom ap^ 
parent; But gituated as Spain is at this mo- 
otent, with nearly all her strong places in the 

T 



• enemy's possesbion, it would be fowid e^r 
treniely difficult to organize and form. regular 
bodies of troops, which after such traiuing 
might be led with a prospect of succes^^ 
asainst the veteran legions of France* To 
promote habits of discipline, subordination 
and the other qualities requisite inthe conv 

j)osition of a soldier's character,* a length of 
time is necessary, and the quiet of a garrisoa 
at a distance from the actual theatre of wac. 
In Gallicia, while it remains free from the 
enemy's presence, depdts might be found for 
the new levies ; but, should the system above 
alluded to be adopted, the frontiers of: Por- 
tugal seem peculiarly pointed out for the re«- 
ception and formation of Spanish battalions 
in the pay of Britain. ...:>. 

At present, the only troops in Spaio;^ 
which carry on a successful warfare against 
the French, are the Guerillas, or armed pea« 
santry, and it may be fairly presumed^ that 
they are incited to attack the enemy's; :€0ii^ 
voys, and straggling pai'ties, as mucb.by tiii^ 
hope of plunder, as from motives of patrioh^ 
tism. This cannot be supposed to influencb 
the ipinds of their gallant chiefs^ but. the 
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peasant, whea compelled; by the rdvages <tf 
war to abandon the seenes of peaceful indus^ 
try, when no longer able to pursue his usual 
avocations, becomes of necessity a soldier^ 
and assumes the military character^ as; the 
only m^ans of supporting his existence.- It 
is of these materials that the Guerilla forc0 
is principally composed, a hardy pea^antry^ 
despising danger and enduring the victssi- 
Jtudes of the s^asons^ and every specifes of 
fetigue and priyation with the fortitude of 
ancient Romans-; minutely acquaijited with 
the almost impi^netrable recesses of theirina^ 
tive land, its deep extensive forests and dis-* 
tant glens, the situation of its rivers and the 
devious paths which lead to th^ir mountain 
holds, above all, receiving early intelligence 
of every movement made by the foe ; it is 
not surprising therefore, that such a body 
sudden, and determined in attack^ should 
carry terror and dismay, even inta the^ranks 
of the French soldiery, who have ou nume^ 
rous occasions, suffered most severely in their 
ponflicts with these self-formed bands^ some 
of which constantly hover in the neighbour- 
hood of the capita] f and at times, appearing 



276 



before the gateft of Madrid, sllarm the uMir- 
per ill the ver^ moment of faucied security. 
But it in perfiectly evident that the delivfer- 
ance of Spain, can never be atchieved by tht 
efforts of a force so rudely const tritfed, how- 
ever useful it may be, and successful as it 
iias often proved against small parties of \hb 
4&nemy in their desultory, yet impettiboji 
attacks. : ^ 

The armies which hive overrun thd cbntp- 
nent and have raised the character of Ftan6fe 
as a military nation, beyond any foltnf^r 
period of its history, can only be succes^fulf^ 
opposed by troops of a similar des<^ripti6n 
inured to habits of regular warfore, and ac* 
customed to undergo the greatest haenlsliip!!t 
of which the huraati frame is capable.^ Witfe 
an army thus organized, commanded by of^ 
ftc6fs of approved merit, and possessing ihti 
confidence of their troops, Spain, akfed by ; 
thfe vast resources of Great Britain, may yet 
anticipate a fkvotirable resnh to the present 
contest, and finally accomptish the expvlstoti 
of the modem barbarian* arid their sanguis 
nary leaders beyond the Pyrenees • . ' 

THE END. 



